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THE  ORIGINATOR 

OF  THE 


13de 
breeder  of 
Orpington 
(all  varieties) 


Blue^  Cuckoo,  &  Pile  Orpingtons 


The  largest  and  best  Stock 
of  Orpingtons  in  the  World 

Write  for  Illustrated  (Catalogue. 

SWANLEY  POULTRY  FARM,  SWANLEY,  KENT. 

Station,  vSwanle}^  ^-mile  from  farm.    Telephone,  37,  Swauley.    Telegraph,  'Gilbert,  Hextable. 


THE     NAME     OF  HAS    SO     LONG    BEEN  ASSOCIATED 

WITH  "  OItI*H«"C3rTOItf "  THAT  POULTRY  KEEPERS  ALL 
OVER  THE  WORLD  KNOW  AND  REALISE  THAT  THE  BEST  FOWLS 
FOR  ANY  PURPOSE  CAN  BE  PURCHASED  AND  RELIED  UPON  TO  GIVE 
SATISFACTION  from  "COOXES"  AT  "  «-»-K»T-i^«.»T"^-fM- " 


EVERY  BREED  supplied  for  the 
FANCIER.  SMALLHOLDER.     For    "HOME"  At  PRICES 

AMATEUR.  BACKYARDER. 

ESTATE.  "EXPORT."  SUIT  ALL. 

Every  reader  of  the  "  lliusirated  Poultry  Record"  is  invited  to  send  for  a  FREE  copy  of 

"THE   POULTRY   KEEPERS'  JOURNAL." 

We  give  personal  and  careful  attention  to  every  ALL  LIVE  STOCK  are  sent  out  on  four  clear 

letter,  enquiry,  and  order  received,  which  in  itself  days'  approval,  whilst  to  Export  Orders,  we  guarantee 

is  a  guarantee  that  "  one  and  all "  have  their  exact  full  satisfaction  and  your  actual  requirements  in 

requirements  studied  and  carefully  fulfilled.  detail  carried  out. 

VISITORS    AL  WA  YS    WELGOMEm   ( Our  farm  is  only  tioo  minutes  walk  from  Orpington  Station.) 
BUY  your  POULTRY  from  the  Actual  BREEDERS  and  EXPORTERS. 


Regristcrcd  Telegraphic  Address  jj^^  I  1^3  ^T^^^  Kcilt, 

"COOK,  ORPINGTON."  «  ■  fl       M  M  ^  M  A  ^  ^  Ellglcind. 
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MORGANS, 

Finchampstead,  Berks. 


CORRESPONDENCE    IN    ALL  LANGUAGES. 


Standard    Poultrv?  Appliances 

The  FINEST  VALUE  the  World  produces. 

pLEASE  note  that  unlike  Makers  (who  boast  that  they 
cut  prices  and  yet  add  7^  per  cent,  to  their  catalogue 
prices)  I  have  not  raised  MY  prices,  and  sliall  continue 
to  sell  at  my  abnormally  low  figure  until  further  notice. 
Purchasers  can  place  their  orders  with  me  and  obtain 
full  benefit  of  my  experience,  coupled  with  technical 
knowledge  and  mechanical  skill,  and  rely  on  me  to 
study  their  requirements,  and  supply  them  with  the  best 
products  of  the  most  replete  factory  in  the  Appliances 
trade. 


POULTRY  FARMS  LAID 
OUT    AND  EQUIPPED 
WITH   COMPLETE  UP- 
TO-DATE  PLANT. 

Purchasers     own  designs 
qtioted  for. 


INCUBATORS. 


Drawer  Type 

30-Egg  £2  14  0 
60-Egg    3   7  6 
100-Egg    4    0  0 
200-Egg    6  17  6 


Panel  Type 

30-Egg  £2  IS  0 
60-Egg    3  12  6 
100-Egg    4    5  0 
200-Egg    7    5  0 


Fully  descriptive  Catalogue  post  free  on  application. 
A.  E.  W.  PHIPPS,  (No    5)  W'dland  Works, 

""tSs  Elg^arnT  ]  HARBORNE,  BIRMINGHAM. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  INCUBATOR,  HARBOENE." 


J.  W.  p.  CUSSONS, 

Breeder  and  Exhibitor  of  High=class  Buff  Orpingtons. 

Wins  include  Challenge  Cup,  Special,  two  Firsts,  HajTvard's  Heatb ; 
Challenge  Cup,  iMedal,  First,  Crj'stal  Palace,  igog ;  Two  Firsts  and 
Reserve,  Crystal  Palace;  Third  and  Reserve,  Sheffield  Club  Show,  1910; 
Third  and  Fifth,  Crystal  Palace  ;  two  Firsts,  two  Fourths,  Birmingham  ; 
First,  York;  First,  two  Specials,  Stokesley ;  First,  Northallerton,  igir. 
and  numerous  others. 

Latest  Successes. 
Two  Firsts,  Special,  Drifl&eld.    Two  Seconds,  Ripon. 
Second  and  Reserve,  Royal  Doncaster,  Bolton. 

As  I  am  exhibiting  very  little  this  season  all  my  winners  are  for  sale 
at  reasonable  prices.    Can  supply  good  Show  Birds  from  £1.  Approval. 

BIRDS    EXPORTED   TO   ALL    PARTS    OF    THE  WORLD 

Illustrated  List  Free. 


BUFF    ORPINGTON    POULTRY  FARM, 
SOUTH  KILVINGTON,  THIRSK,  YORKS. 


Abbot  Bros.,^ 

Thuxton,  NORFOLK. 


Champion  Challenge  Cup  Strains 
of  Exhibition  and  Pedigree  Strains 
of  pure-bred  Poultry. 


VARIFTIF^  IfFPT  •  white  Wyandottes,  white  Orpmgtons,  BufrOrpingtons, 
VAI\lEiliriU  IVILr  1  \  Black  Orpingtons,  Barred  Rocks,  Black  Minorcas, 
White  Leghorns,  Houdans,  Faveroiles,  Sussex,  Rhode  Island  Reds,  Indian  Game  and 
Blue  andalusians.  Buff  Orpington  Qvicka  {same  icaij  bred  as  2nd  Romls),  f^yf\eshurys,  Rouens, 
Pekins,  Indian  Runners,  Embden  and  Toulouse  Geese,  Bronze  and  White  Turkeys. 
Catalogue  and  Price  List  of  Ducks  and  Turkeys  free. 
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I  CYPHERS 

STANDARD  INCUBATORS. 

Tlie  Cyphers  Incubator  was  first  placed  on  the 
American  market  in  1896,  and  at  once  attracted  the 
attention  of  practical  poultrymen  because  of  the  ease 
and  simplicity  with  which  it  could  be  operated  and 
the  remarkable  good  work  it  did  in  hatching  chicks 
and  ducklings.  It  immediately  took  first  place  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada  as  a  practical  hatcher,  and 
in  the  succeeding  years  has  steadily  grown  in  the 
appreciation  of  the  public  until  it  has  distanced  all 
competitors. 


Until  Cyphers  Incubators  were  placed  on  the  English 
1  Market,  hot-water  Incubators,  as  manufactured  by 
various  English  makers,  afforded,  generally  speaking, 
the  onl}-  available  means  of  hatching  eggs  artifically 
in  this  country. 

The  Cyphers  Incubators  are  the  original  hot-air, 
non=moisture,  self^regulating,  self^ventilating  Machines. 


CYPHERS  BROODERS 


Cyphers  Brooders  make  rearing  chicks  pleasant  and 
profitable.  They  are  fit  companions  for  the  Cyphers 
Incubators,  and,  like  them,  are  correct  in  principle, 
durably  made,  and  certain  to  give  satisfaction. 

The  proper  test  of  Incubators  and  Brooders  is  the 
work  they  do  in  the  hands  of  men  and  women  using 
them. 

For  full  particulars  concerning  Cyphers  Incubators, 
Brooders,  and  other  Manufactures,  send  for  complete 
Catalogue,  No.  7,  post  free. 


I 


CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  COMPANY, 

119-125,  Finsbury  Pavement,  London,  E.G. 


Awarded  Gold  Medal  at  the  Festival  of  Empire  Inter- 
national Exhibition  1911. 

"CLARENDO"  Laying  Meal 

THE  PERFECTION  FOOD  FOR  EGG  PRODUCTION. 

Experience  has  proved  that  it  is  impossible  to  get  sufficient  nitro- 
genious  matter  from  a  food  composed  only  of  grains  to  supply  the 
necessary  materials  for  egg  production,  owing  to  the  large  amount  of 
fat  and  starchy  food  they  contain  iu  proportion  to  the  quantity  of 
protein  lor  replacing  the  waste  constantly  taking  place  in  the  hen's 
body,  and  for  the  albumen  in  eggs. 

In  order  to  have  a  perfect  meal,  it  is  necessary  to  add  flesh-forming 
elements  of  some  kind.  By  a  special  process  of  milling,  the  most 
nutritive  properties  of  various  cereals  used  in  poultry  feeding,  have 
been  extracted  ;  these  are  blended  in  scientific  proportions,  to  which 
are  added  Malt — so  effective  in  assuring  perfect  digestion — and  a 
correct  quantity  of  well-cooked  meat  ;  also  some  dried  milk,  making- 
a  food  of  the  highest  feeding  value.  This  meal  has  been  used  by  well- 
known  experts  on  the  Poultry  Press,  and  leading  breeders  and 
exhibitors,  who,  after  careful  trials,  have  given  their  experiences, 
which  prove  that  "  ClarendO  "  Laying  Meal  contains  the  necess- 
ary elements  for  the  production  of  a  continuous  supply  of  fertile  eggs 
which  hatch  out  strong,  healthy  chickens. 

Notwithstanding  that  all  raw  materials  have  advanced  by  leaps 
and  bounds  the  price  of  "Clarendo"  Laying  Meal  remains  the 
same,  viz.; — 12/6  per  112  lbs.  All  poultry  keepers  who  are  not  using 
this  Meal  are  advised  to  give  it  a  trial. 

Samples  and  particulars  can  be  had  on  apjilication  to  Sole  Makers 

WHITE,  TOMKINS  &  COURAGE,  Ltd., 
48,  Mark  Lane,  London,  E.G. 


Rrp/\/\^TJ1    jp     f^f\         Incubator  and  Poultry 
I    Xv\/jrJ!i   OC    \j\Jt    Appliance  Manufacturers. 
21,    Stepney    Square,    Stepney,    London,  E. 

Cables  and  Telegrams — "  Toopes,  London."     Telephone— 3197 
East.    A. B.C.  Code  used,  5th  Edition. 

THE  ASBESTIC  HEN  INCUBATOR. 

Patd.  Great  Britain,  Colonies  and 
U.S.A.  Ihe  only  Incubator  con- 
structed of  Asbestos  Board  in  the 
World.  Absolutely  automatic  in 
action.  Cannot  crack  or  warp. 
Fireproof,  vermin-proof,  and  rot- 
proof.  Patented  moist  air  venti- 
lating system  (no  water  trays.) 
Heated  by  hot  air  and  hot  water. 
Hatches  stronger,  more  vigorous, 
and  heavier  chicks  than  any  other 
Incubator. 
Send  fo7-  Free  i.'atalogue. 

POULTRY  HOUSES,  BROODERS,  Brooder  Heaters  (by  gas,  oil, 
BROODERS  HOUSES  COMPLETE   orcoal),  Coops,  Wire  Netting 
Jlonc  .111(1  ( ir.iiii  Crushing  .Machines,  and  I'oultrymen's  Sundries. 


REPORT   ON  THE 

Poultry  Industry  in  Belgium. 

By  EDWARD  BROWN,  F.L.S. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  National  Poultry  Organisation  Society. 

PROFUSELY  ILIvUSTRATBD. 


Price  Is.  net.      Post  Free  Is.  3d. 


R.   T.    LANG,  Ltd., 

Tudor  House,  Tudor  Street,  London,  E.G. 


STEEL'S  NEW  POULTRY  RINGS. 

"  The  only  Kings  that  cannot  hurt  the  leg  or 
get  lost."  8  brilliant  colours  — red,  blue,  mauve 
yellow,  &c.— and  10  sizes.  To  fi.'^  "  book  on 
one  end  and  wind  the  rest  round."  25,  1/-  ;  50, 
1/9  ;  100,  3/-  Post  Free.  The  strongest  celluloid 
King  yet  made.  Send  for  FREE  sample,  and 
we  shall  then  get  your  orders.  Grand  64-page 
Catalogue  FREE. 
350,000  sold  last  year. 

A.  STEEL,  Ma.nufa.ctu rer,  Lesmahagrow,  N.B. 
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B.P.  FOWL  H0USES 


SOUNDLY  BUILT 

FROM 

SELECTED  TIMBER 


/Norwich 


No.  G,  PORTABLE 

FOWL  HOUSE. 

Size  6ft.  by  4ft.  by  4ft. 
high  in  front. 

Roof  of  matchboard  ing  covered 
with  tarred  felt ;  walls  of  match- 
boarding',  stained  ontside  with 
brown  "  Stop-rot, "  lime-whitened 
inside.  Fitted  with  nests  and 
porches,  lock-np  door,  and  slide 
in  front.  Handles  for  carry  ng. 
No  floor. 


Ca.Sh    Price,   30/-     carriage  Paid  on  two  or  more  Houses. 

Many   other  Designs  shown  in  Catalogue 

No.    181a,   sent   post  free   on  application. 

BOULTON    &    PAUL,  Limited,  i^ORWiCH. 


HEALTHIER  HENS 


HILL'S  the  Origrinal 
Coloured  Expanding*  Ring's  for 
Marking  Poultry. 

No.  I  size,  for  Chicks  3d.  doz.,  2/6  gross 

,,    2         ,,    Small  Hens  sd.    ,,     4/6  ,, 

„    3     ,,    ,,    Large  Birds  sd.    ,,     4/6  ,, 

,,    4     ,,    ,,    Turkeys&Geese  8d.    ,,  7/6 

HILUS  RUBBER   CO.,  Ltd.   (P.  Dept.,) 
Market     Place,  READING. 


MORE  EGGS 

Genuine 
Meat  MeaB 


LESS  COST 


It  will  pay  you  to  write  for  Free  Sample 
and  Particulurs  to— 

'  LASCO,'  Carruthers  Street,  L'POOL. 


MRS.  L.  C.  PRIDEAUX, 

LINDFIELD,  SUSSEX. 


SPECIALIST  IN 


Yokohamas  &  Yokohama  Bantams. 
WHITE  YOKOHAMAS 

DAIRY  WINNER,  1909 

Birds  &  Sittings  for  Sale: 

Ists  Dairy,  Haywarrt's  Heath,  Birming- 
ham, Palace,  Royal,  Paris  and  Utrecht 
1910—1911. 

PARTICULARS  FREE. 


1912 


STOCK  NOW  FOR  DISPOSAL  IN 


Orpingtons, 

Wyandottes, 
Aylesbury  Ducks 
Leghorn, 


Sussex,  etc.. 
Buff  and  Blue 
Orpington 
Ducks. 


W.  HOLMES  HUNT. 

(Originator  of  the  Red  Orpington  Fowls), 

Brook    House  Poultry  Farm,  Hellingly, 

SUSSEX,  ENGLAND. 


To  ^et  your  Hens  and  Pullets  to 
LAY  NOW  when  eggs  are  fetching 
HK;H  prices,  use 

Holmes  Hunt's  Poultry 
Powder, 

as  supplied  to  the  leading  Poultry 
Keepers  at  home  and  abroad 

Sold  in  1/5,  2/-,  and  5/-  tins,  post 
free.    Roup  Powder  same  Price. 

Or   Colman's  Poultry 

Mustard  (especially  prepared 
for   this   purpose),    and   sold  in 
original  kegs  by  W.H.H.  at  the 
following  prices  : 

qlb.,  5/9;  i2lb.,  7/6;  i81b.,  11/- 
281b.,  15/9  ;  on  Rail.  And  561b., 
31/-;  72lb.,  37/6;  and  ii2lb., 
60/- ;    Carriage    Paid.  Cash 

with  order. 
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Fill   Your   Egg  Basket. 

To  get  the  best  results  from  Poultry  you  must  stimulate  your 
hens  to  regular  laying  by  NATURAL  methods  of  feeding. 

SPRATT'S  'LAYMOR' 

is  a  scientifically  prepared  food,  extremely  rich  in  egg-forming 
properties,  yet  nourishing  and  vitalising  to  the  birds. 

IT  MAKES  HENS  LAY  &  KEEPS  THEM  AT  IT. 

Your  dealer  can  .supply  it  in  1/-  bags,  or  we 
will  Pay  Carriage  on  g-cwt.  8/-,  or  1  ewt.  15/-. 


Write  for  Free  Samples  and  Book  on 
Poultry  Culture.  Spratt's  Patent 
Ltd.,  24-25,  Fenchurch  Street, 
London.  E.C. 


REPORT  on  the  POULTRY  INDUSTRY  IN  GERMANY. 

By  EDWARD  BROWN,  F.L.S. 

HON.  SEC.  OF  THE  NATIONAL  POULTRY  ORGANISATION  SOCIETY. 

Price  Is.  ;    post  free,  Is.  2d. 


R.  T  LANG,  Ltd.,  Tudor  House,  Tudor  St.,  B.C. 


EDWARD 

Buff   Orpington  Pullets. 


nl 


CANDLESBY, 
BURGH, 
LINCOLNSHIRE, 
ENGLAND. 


During  1908-g-io-ii  at  Haywards  Heath,  Dairy,  Palace,  and  Birmingham,  my 

pullets  have  won 

FIRST    EVERY  XIIVIE 

when  exhibited,  also  collecting  two  Champion  Buff  Orpington  Club  Cups 
outright — winning  other  Club  Cups,  and  also  other  pullets  have  won  a  good 
number  of  money  prizes.  All  birds  my  own  breeding.  I  am  not  exhibiting  at 
all  in  1912,  and  I  certainly  have  as  good  class  Buff  Pullets  as  other  years,  and 
am  pleased  to  say  a  greater  number  of  good  pullets,    An  opportunit}'  to  get 

REAL  CHAMPION  PULLETS  AT  REASONABLE  PRICES, 

according  to  the  merits  of  the  individual  specimens.      I  also  have  some 
extremely  nice  cockerels  for  sale.    Export  orders  will  receive  the  same  care 
that  1  have  given  to  them  in  the  past.    I  do  little  advertising,  being  a  great 
believer  that  satisfied  customers  are  the  very  best  advertisement. 
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THE 

NEW  MODELS 

of  the 

TaebdT 

CARS. 

12  h. p.,  brake-li.p.  28  h. p. 
iiS^     15  „  43 

20   »       „        „    45  „ 
^5   !j       ))        ))    55  )) 
as  will  be  shown  at  Stand  69,  Olympia  Motor  Show  are 

NOW  READY. 

Catalogues  and  Specifications  free  on  application. 

CLEMENT    TALBOT,  LIMITED, 

Aiitoniobilc  Manfacfitreis  njid  Eiigiiicfrs, 

Barlby  Road,  Ladbroke  Grove,  London,  W. 


Telegrams : 
Clemtal, 
London. 

Telephone : 
5006, 

Paddington. 


THE  DIFFERENCE  IN  PROFIT 
FROM  A  SINGLE  HATCHING 

of  valuable  eggs  will  pay  the  differ- 
ence in  price  between  a  HEARSON 
and  one  of  a  cheaper  kind. 

HEARSON'S 
INCUBATOR 

(Guaranteed  to  last  upwards  of  20  years.) 


The  only  Machine  wliich  will 
maintain  an  unvarying  temper- 
ature at  any  altitude.  "We  want 
eveiy  one  interested  in  poultry 
to  apply  for  a  free  copy  of  the 
"  Problem  Solved"  (published 
at  1/-).  It  will  tell  you  all  about 
artificial  incubation,  and  ex- 
plains why  the  Hearson  is  so 
superior  to  all  others  ;  in  your 
own  interests  you  should  do  so. 

When  broody  hens  are  scarce 
Hearson's  will  do  the  work 
better  and  cheaper. 


Proprietors  :  SPRATT'S  PATENT  Ltd., 

24-5  Fenchurch  Street,  London,  E.G. 


THE  MORLAND  DOUBLE  BROODER. 


Two  brooders  at  cost 
of  one. 

Oil  consumption  no 
greater  than  in  old- 
fashioned  single  cham- 
ber type. 

Labour  bill  halved. 

Absolutely  storm- 
proof. 

STRONG  BIRDS  SEPA- 
RATED   FROM  WEAK 


PATENT    No.  28219—1910. 


Lamp  fumes  amongst 
chicks  impossible. 

Thorough  study  made 
of  ventilation. 

Copper  tank  through- 
out, which  can  be 
removed  bodily  m  a 
few  seconds. 

Day  old  chicks  and 
month  old 

IN  SAME  MACHINE. 


The  most  practical  and  reliable  rearer  on  the  market  combining  utility  with  economy. 

The  very  best  materal  and  workmanship. 

A  few  opinions 

from  Mr.  C.  Sandell,  Jolesfield,  Partridge  Green.   The  Brooder  you  supplied  me  with  has  worked  very  well.   I  have  not  had  the  least 
trouble  with  it  in  any  way. 

from  Mr.  C.  T.  Edwardes,  Riverside,  Needham  Market.    Would  you  please  send  to  arrive  by  Thursday,  22nd  inst.,  one  Morland  Double 

Brooder.    The  last  one  I  had  from  you  was  most  satisfactory- 
from  Mr.  S.  C.  Shai-pe,  Hon.  Sec.  Sussex  Poultry  Club,  Ringmer,  Lewes.    Pleased  to  say  Brooder  is  very  satisfactory, 
from  Mr.  R.  Tellam  Hocking,  Tregawne,  Withiel.    We  received  the  Foster-Mother  which  I  like  very  much. 

from  Mr.  F.  H.  Wheeler,  Bridge  House,  Marden.    I  am  very  pleased  to  inform  you  that  so  far  I  have  had  excellent  results  from  your 
Brooders,  can  you  send  me  one  at  oiice  for  delivery  by  Thursday  next. 


Manufacturers  also  of  all  Poultry  Appliances. 


Catalogue  post  free  by  return. 


THE  MORLAND  APPLIANCE  Coy,,  CRAWLEY,  SUSSEX. 
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"If  you  see  it  in    it  is  so'' 

We  have  told  you  for  some  weeks  past,  that  eggs  would  be  very  dear.    Present  prices  verify  this 
forecast,  and  they  will  be  still  dearer  yet,  in  fact  dearer  than  in  any  previous  Winter. 

W  H  Y  *? 

Because  the  consumption  increases,  whilst  the  import  of  eggs  decreases,  and  will  still  more  owing 
to  the  Balkan  War.    Make  your  hens  lay  therefore  by  U£ing  our 

'  Cock  0'  the  Walk '  Poultry  Meal, 

It  is  economical,  it  contains  fneal,  it  improves  the  flavour  of  the  egg,  and  it  fills  the  egg  basket. 

Price  l4/~  per  112  lbs.    Carriage  paid. 

Miss  Rawlings,  of  Royston,  says  on  18th  October,  1912:— "My  hens  are  laying  so  much  better 

since  using-  your  Cock  o'  the  Walk."— 

Free  sample  and  price  list,  containing  Hints  on  Feeding  and  a  diagnosis  of  all  poultry  ailments  with 

their  cure. 


A.  THORPE  &  SONS,  RYE,  SUSSEX. 

Makers  of  the  Genuine  Sussex  Ground  Oats. 
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The  Smallholders'  and  Poultry  Keepers' 
Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 

(Registered  under  the  Industrial  and  Provident  Societies  Act,  1893.) 
AfTlliated  to  the  Smallholders'  Union,  Ltd.,  the  promoters  of  over  400  Smallholders'  Clubs. 


Applicattions  aro  invited  for  3,000  Sharesm 

SHARES:    £1    EACH,   PAYABLE   IN    FULL  OR   BY   MONTHLY   INSTALMENTS  OF  TWO  SHILLINGS  EACH. 

Maximum  lioldino,  -juo.  Dividend,  5  per  cent. 

Shareliolders  must  pay  an  entrance  fee  of  On3  .Shilling,  and  may  purchase  a  copy  of  the  Rules  of  the  Society,  price  Sixpence 


BOARD   OF   MANAGEMENT   (Elected  by  Shai-cholders)  : 


F.  Lewis  (Chairman),  2G,  Porchester  Road,  W. 

A.  OWEN  Lewington  (  Deputy-Ciiairman),  105,  St.  John's  Road, 

Upper  HoUoway,  N. 
Henry  Gray,  28,  Denzil  Road,  Willesden,  N.W. 


Frederick  Meeres,  1^7,  Stroud  Green  Road,  London,  N. 
Thomas  Meeiies,  147,  Stroud  Green  Road,  London,  N. 
Richard  Richards.  3,  Milner  Street,  Gibson  Square,  iN'. 
Harold  M.  Slater,  53,  Briartield  Ave.,  Church  End,  Finchley. 


BANKERS: 

The  London  and  South  Western  Bank  (Stroud  Green  Branch),  181,  Stroud  Green  Road,  London,  N. 

AUDITORS  : 

J.  Edward  Myers,  F.C.A.,  Trafalgar  Bldgs  ,  Northumberland  Avenue,  London,  W.C.,  &  E.  G.  Day,  271  High  Holborn,  London,W.C. 

SOLICITOR  SECFiETARY    AND    REGISTERED  OFFICES; 

MiNTON  Slater,  42,  Copthal  Avenue,  London,  EC.  Eardley  Howard,  147,  Stroud  Green  Road,  Loudon,  N. 


(1)  For  supplying  POULTRY-KEEPERS,  Allotment-holders,  and  Smallholders,  with  Poultry  and  other  Foods  of  every  descrip- 
tion, Incubators,  Appliances,  Seeds,  Fertilisers,  Implements,  etc.     N.B. — A  store  for  supplying  Poultry-keepers 
with  all  requisites  has  been  established  at  147,  Stroud  Green  Road,  N.,  for  the  past  twelve  months. 

*2)  To  establish  at  minimum  cost,  on  modern  lines,  furtlier  shops,  stores,  or  markets  for  the  sale  of  BRITISH  EGGS, 
POULTRY,  Rabbits,  Butter,  Milk,  Bacon,  Vegetables,  Fruit,  and  for  Groceries,  etc. 

(3)  To  act  as  Agents  for  or  establish  a  Laundry  for  the  benefit  of  Shareholdei's,  and  to  supply  Coals  and  other  necessities  by  organ- 

ized co-operation  between  producer  and  consumer,  thus  eliminating  the  middleman's  profits  and  expenses. 

Members  purchasing  their  goods  from  the  Society  become  shareholders,  entitled  to  a  dividend,  in  proportion  to  their  pur- 
chases, in  addition  to  the    per  cent,  interest  on  their  fully  paid  shares. 

(4)  To  organise  collecting  depots  for  the  inupose  of  receiving  supplies  of  Eggs,  Vegetables,  Fruit,  etc.,  thus  to  create  an  advantage- 

ous market  for  the  POULTRY-KEEPERS  a-'ifl  Smallholders'  Home  Produce  (which  is  too  frequently  wasted  for  want  of 
an  outlet),  and  to  readily  supply  local  consumers  with  freshly-marketed  goods. 

By  this  means  the  smallest  Allotment-holder  who  grows  or  produces  average  or  superior  commodities  will  find  it  worth 
while  to  work  his  plot  to  its  utmost  intensive  capacity,  emulation  will  be  excited,  the  demand  for  allotments  and  smallhold- 
ings will  automatically  increase,  and  employment  will  thus  be  found  for  very  many  of  our  unemployed  or  under-employed  to 
the  economic  benefit  of  the  nation- 

(5)  To  provide  facilities  for  cheaper  and  more  rapid  transit. 

(6)  To  regulate  the  supply  of  Home  Produce  and  grade  it  according  to  quality. 

(7)  A  Credit  Bank  will  be  established  to  assise  financially  tliose  members  who  desire  to  purchase  Implements,  Fertilizers, 

POULTRY,  Live-stock,  etc.,  or  to  erect  a  FOWLHO'USE,  greenhouse,  pigsty,  etc. 

(8)  The  Societv  will  also  undertake  to  furnish  expei'C  advice  to  its  members  in  the  purchasing,  fitting  up,  stocking,  and  establishment 

of  POULTRY- FAR  MS,  Market  Gardens,  or  Smallholdings  for  profit. 


(1)  You,  as  a  producer  or  consumer  are  materially  assisting  in  a  great  National  Movement  towards  Co-operation  and  Social  Reform 

—the  betterment  of  the  people,  and  the  increase  of  steady  and  profitable  employment. 

(2)  You  save  without  conscious  efiart  by  means  of  the  quarterly  dividend. 

(3)  Your  savings  obtain  for  you  a  higher  rate  of  interest  than  can  be  obtained  elsewhere  with  equal  security. 

(4)  You  get  the  hi^riiest  quality  goods  at  lowest  prices.    As  goods  are  purchased  for  consumption,  not  for  profit  (in  the  Joint  Stock 

Company  sense),  there  is  no  temptation  to  buy  inferior  stuff,  nor  put  up  with  adulteration. 

(5)  By  establishing  stores,  etc.,  in  centres  of  production,  freight,  carriage,  porterage,  and  excessive  handling  of  perishable  produce 

will  be  avoided.    You  will  get  vegetables,  fruit  and  eggs  direct  from  the  garden,  the  orchard,  and  the  nest. 

(6)  To  the  POULTRY-KEEPER,  as  well  as  the  Allotment-holder  and  the  Smallholder,  this  Co-operative  enterprise  should 

specially  appeal.  The  high  price  of  POULTRY  FOODS,  purchased  individually  in  small  quantities,  is  an  important 
factor  in  so  appreciably  reducing  the  profits  of  Poultry-keei.iing  as  to  render  the  undertaking  unnecessarily  speculative.  The 
same  remarks  apply  to  the  Allotment-holder  and  Smallholder,  as  regards  the  purchase  of  seeds  and  other  necessities,  and,  in 
both  cases,  there  is  no  outlet  for  their  produce  from  which  reasonable  profits  can  be  assured  over  and  above  working 
expenses.  These  obstacles  can  be  easily  and  permanently  removed  by  practising  Co-operation.  Foods,  Seeds  (as  well  as 
every  other  requisite  necessary  to  Small-husbandry),  can  be  purchased  from  tlie  stores  in  small  quantities  practically  at 
wholesale  prices.    The  waste  of  time  in  disposing  of  produce  in  small  and  separate  parcels  is  entirely  avoided. 

AVhat  can  be  accomplished  by  Co-operation  is  vividly  illustrated  by  the  economic  progress  of  Denmark.  The  Danes  formed 
themselves  into  numerous  Co-operative  Societies  for  selling,  and,  by  federating,  have  become  a  vast  exporting  machine.  They 
are  a  prosperous  people.  They  purchase  all  their  foodstuffs  and  appliances  through  their  societies.  They  grade  and  pack 
their  goods,  and  send  in  bulk,  thus  avoiding  excessive  charges  for  separate  consignments  of  small  quantities.  It  is  quite 
obvious  that  even  l,00u  peoi^le,  producers  and  consumers,  working  on  Self-help  principles,  in  combination,  such  as  we  are 
adopting,  can  buy  cheaper  than  an  individual,  and,  by  selling  again  to  one  another,  they  can  and  must  effect  a  great  saving. 
What  Denmark  has  done  by  combination  we  also  can  do.  Everyone  will  agree  that  "English"  New  Laid  Eggs 
can  only  be  laid  in  England.  Denmark  exports  £1,361,000  worth  of  eggs  annually,  many  of  which, 
coming  to  this  country  are  palmed  off  on  the  consumer  by  unscrupulous  dealers  as  'English  New  Laid.' 

£20,000,000 

worth  of  butter,  eggs,  and  bacon  are  anually  imported  into  this  country  from  Denjiark.  This  aft'ords  employment  for  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  Danes,  while  our  own  labour  market  is  hopelessly  overcrowded — mainly  because  our  countryside  is  under-occupied, 
under-developed,  and  under-organised. 

We  are  spending  this  vast  sum  of  money  simply  and  solely  because  we  have  not,  up  to  the  present,  joined  hands'in  the  endeavour 
to  Help  Ourselves. 

A  Form  of  Application  will  be  found  on  pag^e  xi. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTICES. 


Telegrams  :    "  Vivacidad,   Fleet,  London." 
Telephone  :  City,  2083 


The  Editor  ivill  be  glad  to  consider  any  MSS., 
photographs,  or  sketches  submitted  to  him,  but  they 
should  be  accompanied  by  stamped  addressed  envelopes 
for  return  if  unsuitable.  In  case  of  loss  or  injury  he 
cannot  hold  himself  responsible  for  MSS.,  photographs 
or  sketches,  and  publication  in  the  Illustrated 
Poultry  Record  can  alone  be  taken  as  evidence  of 
acceptance.  The  name  and  address  of  the  owner 
should  be  placed  on  the  back  of  all  pictures  and  MSS. 
All  rights  of  reproduction  and  translation  are 
reserved. 

The  Editor  ivould  like  to  hear  from  readers  on  any 
Poultry  Topics,  and  all  Queries  add?rssed  to  the  paper 
ivill  be  ansivered  by  experts  in  the  several  departments. 
The  desire  is  to  help  those  ivho  are  in  dijficidty  regard- 
ing the  management  of  their  poultry,  and  accordingly 
no  charge  for  ansivering  such  queries  is  made. 

The  Annual  subscription  to  the  Illustrated 
Poultry  Record  at  home  and  abroad  is  8s.,  including 
postage,  except  to  Canada,  in  ivhich  case  it  is  7s. 
Cheques  and  P.O.O.'s  should  be  made  payable  to  the 
Illustrated  Poultry  Record. 


The  ILLUSTRATED  POULTRY  RECORD  is  published  on 
the  first  of  every  month.  Should  readers  experience 
any  difficulty  in  securing:  their  copies  promptly  they 
are  requested  to  communicate  immediately  with  the 
Editor. 

The  latest  date  for  receiving:  advertisements  is  the 
20th  of  the  month  proceeding:  date  of  issue. 

The  utmost  care  is  exercised  to  exclude  all  adver- 
tisements of  a  doubtful  character.  If  any  reader 
has  substantial  g:rounds  for  complaint  against  an 
advertiser  he  is  requested  to  communicate  at  once 
with  the  Editor, 


County  Poultry  Instruction. 

The  article  published  in  our  last  issue  on 
Poultr}^  Instructors  is  fitl}'  supplemented  by  an 
important  contribution  to  the  current  number 
of  the  Jou7'7ial  of  the  National  Poult7'y  Organi- 
sation Society  ovi  "  County  Poultry  Institutes  and 
Demonstration  Centres."  As  this  has  been 
widely  disseminated  through  the  general  Press, 
we  do  not  reproduce  it  in  full.  In  it  are 
recommendations  that,  as  far  as  possible.  County 
work  of  this  kind  should  form  part  of  a  general 
Farm  Institute,  but  the  danger  is  pointed  out,  of 
which  we  are  all  conscious — namel}',  "starving 
the  poultry  work,  or  throwing  to  it  merely  the 
leavings  when  ever)^  other  section  is  satisfied." 
That  has  to  be  fought  against,  for  it  has  been 
and  still  is  almost  universal.  If  continued  we 
must  fight  for  separate  County  Poultry  Institutes. 
Suggestions  are  made  in  the  contribution  referred 
to  with  respect  to  the  teachers,  for  which  it  is 
urged  that  "  educated  men  and  women  are 
required,  and  it  is  desirable  that  in  making 
appointments  the  standard  of  efficiency  shall  be 
raised."  The  suggestion  is  set  forth  that  the 
poultr}^  stations  shall  have  five  to  ten  acres 
allocated  to  them,  and  that  200  to  400  head  of 
laying  stock  shall  be  maintained,  with  adequate 
plant  and  equipment.  Too  man}^  of  the  places 
now  in  operation  are  designed  more  for  small 
breeders  or  fanciers  than  on  a  scale  likely  to 
appeal  to  farmers. 

Law  and  Equity. 

These  two  terms  are  hy  no  means  S}' nonomous. 
What  is  equitable  is  not  always  legal,  and  vice 
versa.  In  view,  therefore,  of  the  discussion 
which  is  taking  place  as  to  the  decision  arrived 
at  by  the  Poultry  Club  Committee  in  reply  to 
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the  question,  Who  is  the  breeder?  there  are 
practical  questions  which  cannot  be  ignored, 
and  it  is  well  to  state  these  frankly.  Supposing 
that  the  owner  of  the  bird  which  laid  an  egg 
which  he  sold  to  someone  else  for  hatching  is 
declared  to  be  the  breeder,  what  proof  is  forth- 
coming that  an  exhibit  at  a  future  show  emanated 
from  that  egg?  The  purchaser  might  not  know 
himself  Another  is,  supposing  the  bu3^er  of 
the  egg  exhibited  a  poor  specimen,  which  he 
stated  was  from  it,  would  the  vendor  show  the 
same  eagerness  to  be  proclaimed  as  the  breeder  ? 
And,  further,  if,  as  is  often  done,  a  mated  pen  is 
sold,  will  the  original  owner,  who  selected  the 
birds,  claim  to  be  the  breeder?  These  are 
questions  which  must  receive  an  answer,  in 
justification  of  the  claim  that  the  Poultr}^  Club 
Committee  has  erred  in  its  decision.  It  is  all  a 
storm  in  a  tea  cup,  but  the  onus  of  proof  is  on 
those  who  object. 

The  Poultry  Teachers'  Association. 

For  some  time  there  has  been  a  project  for  the 
establishment  of  a  Society  of  those  engaged  in 
Poultry  Teaching  and  Experimental  work  in 
the  United  Kingdom.  At  a  meeting  held 
during  the  Dairy  Show  this  Association  was 
definitely  formed,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  all 
those  who  are  engaged  in  either  direction 
referred  to  above  will  support  a  scheme  which 
is  designed  to  strengthen  their  position,  as  well 
as  to  increase  their  knowledge  and  experience. 
This  is  following  in  the  lines  of  their  American 
confreres,  who  have  found  their  Association  of 
the  greatest  help,  and  a  better  example  could 
not  be  copied.  One  of  the  dangers  to  which 
poultry  teachers  are  specially  liable  is  isolation, 
and  lack  of  that  stimulus  which  arises  from 
interchange  of  ideas  and  observation  of  what 
others  are  doing.  That,  it  is  hoped,  may  be 
overcome.  It  is,  we  understand,  intended,  if 
possible,  to  arrange  for  an  annual  gathering  of 
those  engaged  in  this  work. 

American  Poultry  History. 

In  commemoration  of  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  American  Poultry  Association,  held  this 
year  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  which  appears  to 
have  been  a  great  success  and  much  enjo3^ed  by 
all,  the  Weste?7i  Poultry  Jo2ir7ial,  of  Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa,  has  published  a  number  which  is  memor- 
able. A  hivStory  is  given  of  the  Association 
with  records  of  its  earlier  meetings,  which  are 
of  great  interest,  embodying  portraits  of  many 
of  the  leading  members  from  1874  onwards. 
One  plate  reproduces  a  hundred  portraits  of 
members  in  the  year  named,  in  the  centre  of 
which  is  the  late  Mr.  lycwis  Wright,  so  far  as  we 
can  trace,  the  only  Englishman  included  in  the 
group.    Other  plates  show  older  members  still 


living,  and  also  Presidents  and  Secretaries  from 
1874  to  the  present  time.  Reproductions  are 
also  given  of  breeds  of  nearly  forty  years  ago, 
which  clearly  indicate  the  great  advance  made 
in  poultry  portraiture.  Some  of  these  would  be 
regarded  now  as  caricatures. 

Double  Mating. 

We  are  glad  to  note  that  this  question  is 
coming  again  under  consideration  in  this  and 
other  countries.  The  present  condition  of 
affairs  cannot  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  to  any 
save  the  few  skilled  breeders  and  exhibitors 
who,  by  the  imposition  of  limitations  upon 
smaller  men,  reap  a  considerable  advantage. 
It  is  well  known  as  a  fact  that  some  strains 
produce  better  males  than  females  and  vice  versa. 
How  far  this  is  due  to  bad  systems  of  mating 
cannot  be  stated.  That,  however,  is  not  the 
point  to  be  considered. 

It  is  evident  that  where  double  mating  has 
become  the  rule  it  is  due  to  the  adoption  of 
standards  for  the  two  sexes  that  are  antagonistic, 
and  which  are,  consequently,  false.  Unfortu- 
nately the  evil  in  some  breeds  is  so  strongly 
entrenched,  and  the  interests  involved  so 
powerful,  that  it  will  require  an  upheaval  to  put 
right.  An  attempt  should  be  made,  however, 
now  that  the  whole  question  of  standards 
appears  to  be  coming  under  review,  and  should 
the  proposed  World's  Poultry  Congress  be 
realised  that  would  be  an  opportunity  for  thrash- 
ing out  the  subject,  and,  perhaps,  of  arriving  at 
a  solution  of  the  problem.  Meanwhile  attackers 
and  defenders  should  be  getting  their  ammuni- 
tion ready. 

The  Sale  of  Preserved  Eggs. 

Sir  James  Crichton-Browne,  in  a  recent 
address,  had  much  to  say  upon  the  question  of 
eggs.  As  a  medical  man  he  recognised  the 
importance  of  securing  these  as  fresh  as  possible, 
so  that  their  full  value  may  be  obtained,  at  the 
same  time  calling  attention  to  the  rapid  changes 
which  take  place  and  to  the  danger  arising  as  a 
result  of  staleness  He  said  that  "some  of  his 
professional  friends  in  the  j)oorer  parts  of  large 
towns  had  told  him  they  have  hesitated  to 
prescribe  eggs  for  their  patients — typical  food 
though  they  be — because  they  could  not  be  sure 
that  they  were  fresh."  That  ought  to  be  a 
stimulus  to  home  production. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  point  in  this 
interesting  speech  was  the  recommendation 
that  "  all  preserved  eggs  should  be  marked  and 
sold  for  what  the}^  really  are,"  by  which  we 
suppose  that  each  individual  egg  shall  be 
branded.  Were  that  applied  equally  to  home 
and  imported  eggs  it  would  be  fair  all  round. 
In  fact,  there  would  be  no  protection  to  the 
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consumer  unless  it  were  generally  applied. 
Whether  it  is  practicable  remains  to  be  proved. 
The  object  is  excellent,  if  it  can  be  achieved. 
Some  time  ago  various  Chambers  of  Commerce 
at  home  and  abroad  passed  resolutions  in  favour 
of  marking  cold  storage  eggs,  but,  if  applied  to 
these,  limed  and  water-glass  eggs  should  be 
treated  in  the  same  way. 

The  Game  King. 

Among  others  mentioned  by  Professor  lyong, 
in  his  interesting  reminiscences  published  in  the 
present  issue.  Captain  Heaton  occupied  a  unique 
position  as  a  breeder,  not  alone  of  Game  fowls, 
but  also  of  Carrier  Pigeons.  We  have  often 
thought  that  his  biography  would  be  well  worth 
the  writing  and  publication.  In  whatever  animal  or 
bird  he  handled — that  is,  racially — he  was  speedily 
at  the  top  of  the  tree.  He  seemed  to  possess  an 
intuitive  faculty  for  finding  out  the  best  speci- 
mens and  for  mating  them  to  produce  better. 
Yet  his  training  was  in  other  directions.  We 
believe  he  served  in  the  Crimean  War.  What 
took  him  to  Lancashire  was  an  appointment  as 
Adjutant  to  a  body  of  Volunteers,  of  which 
Lord  Ellesmere  was  Colonel.  So  impressed  was 
the  last-named  with  him  that  after  a  time  he  was 
made  agent  of  the  Ellesmere  estates,  in  which 
responsible  position  he  continued  until  his  death. 
There  he  had  full  scope.  The  stud  of  Shire 
horses  and  breed  of  white  pigs  were  owned  by 
his  employer,  and  became  as  famous  as  the  Game 
fowls,  which  were  his  own.  The  climax  came 
when  the  Captain  took  almost  every  possible 
prize  at  Birmingham  with  his  Black  Reds.  Some 
of  his  competitors  told  him  they  intended  giving 
up,  as  it  was  useless  contending  against  him.  His 
reply  was  to  the  effect  that  every  bird  he  had  was 
for  sale  at  fair  prices,  and  that  he  would  only  re- 
tain one  pen.  The  sale  was  phenomenal.  In 
three  weeks  he  had  disposed  of  birds  to  the 
amount  of  ^^1,700.  Practically,  he  retired  from 
exhibiting,  although  still  breeding  very  fine 
specimens. 

Food  versus  Egg  Prices. 

The  article  which  we  give  in  this  issue  by 
"  Statistician "  relative  to  the  comparative  in- 
creases in  the  prices  of  foodstuffs  and  those  of 
eggs  should  help  to  remove  a  very  erroneous 
idea  which  has  undoubtedly  been  prevalent. 
We  have  met  people  who  have  frankly  stated 
that  an  advanced  cost  of  food  was  fatal  to 
profitable  poultry-keeping,  evidently  forgetful 
of  the  fact  that  the  increased  returns  were 
greater.  Had  the  rates  for  1909  been  maintained 
at  the  level  of  that  year  the  effect  would  have 
led  to  a  check  in  production  of  eggs  and  poultry. 
That,  however,  has  not  been  the  case.  The  fact 
is  evident  that  poultry-keepers  have  had  for  the 
last  two  years  a  larger  margin  than  ever,  which, 


together  with  a  rapid  advance  in  consumption, 
explains  their  prosperity,  and,  be  it  noted, 
import  prices  do  not  probably  represent  the 
increased  values  of  home  supplies.  The  other 
day  we  were  informed  by  a  leading  salesman 
that  so  great  has  been  the  inquiry  for  native 
chickens  that  the  prices  have  increased  this 
year  from  2^d.  to  5d.  per  bird  over  those  paid  in 
191 1.  Our  advice  to  poultry-keepers  of  all 
grades  is  :  Full  steam  ahead. 

The  Qualifications  of  Inspectors. 

We  have  heard  something  as  to  the  importance 
of  insisting  upon  poultry  instructors  being 
thoroughly  qualified  for  their  work,  with  which 
everyone  will  agree.  A  correspondent  of  an 
Irish  neWvSpaper,  however,  raises  another  ques- 
tion— namely,  the  qualifications  of  inspectors 
sent  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  to 
examine  the  classes  conducted  by  tUe  first- 
named.  With  the  special  case  here  referred  to 
we  are  not  concerned,  and  have  no  means  of 
knowing  the  actual  facts.  It,  however,  may  be 
used  as  an  illustration  of  the  danger  of  allocating 
a  man  to  inspect  whose  knowledge  of  the  subject 
taught  is  superficial,  and  who,  therefore,  is 
useless  for  his  work.  His  praise  or  his  blame 
may  be  equally  unjust. 

Surely  the  first  consideration  should  be  ability 
to  inspect.  Much  of  this  is  a  farce.  Some  time 
ago  we  heard  of  an  inspector  sent  from  London 
to  a  poultry  class.  He  arrived  when  the  lecture 
was  over,  and  after  asking  a  few  questions  returned. 
Whether  he  made  a  report  or  not  we  do  not 
know.  Probably  the  expenses  of  that  journey 
would  be  more  than  the  instructor  was  paid  in 
two  or  three  weeks.  To  send  a  man  who  knows 
nothing  to  inspect  the  work  of  one  who  is  an 
expert  is  insulting. 

Poultry  Headquarters, 

One  of  the  most  notable  events  we  have  had 
to  record  of  late  in  connection  with  poultry  is 
the  proposal  to  establish  permanent  headquarters 
for  the  American  Poultry  Association.  At  the 
meetings  recently  held  an  offer  was  submitted 
from  the  Chicago  Association  of  Commerce  to 
grant  a  site  and  building  valued  at  ^20,000, 
provided  that  the  headquarters  were  permanently 
located  in  the  city.  The  Nashville  (Tennessee) 
authorities  also  offered  a  site,  upon  which  they 
undertook  to  erect  a  suitable  building  and  grant 
sufficient  land  near  the  city  for  an  experiment 
and  demonstration  farm,  provided  it  were  fixed 
there.  These  munificent  offers  would  indicate 
that  the  way  is  made  clear  for  carrying  out  the 
proposal,  if  inter-State  rivalries  can  allow  one 
place  to  be  chosen.  The  pOvSsibilities  of  such  an 
institution  are  immense,  as  it  might  become  a 
great  museum  and  centre  of  light  and  leading 
for  the  whole  world. 
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THE   POULTRY   FANCY   FORTY   YEARS  AGO-III. 

By  Professor  Jamks  IvOng. 


r^NE  of  the  most  frequent  exhibitors  of  the 
clays  which  are  past  was  Mr.  J.  K.  Fowler, 
of  Aylesbury,  whose  acquaintance  I  made  at  one 
of  the  earlier  Birmingham  Shows  and  with 
whom  I  was  on  close  terms  for  a  great  number 
of  years.  Mr.  Fowler  was  always  stylishly 
dressed,  with  a  brilliant  flower  in  the'  buttonhole 
of  his  black  frock-coat,  and  probably  owing  to 
a  long  public  life  he  displaj^ed  an  easy,  frank, 
and  polished  manner  which  carried  him  very 
far.  Almost  at  the  close  of  his  long  career 
Mr.  Fowler  and  myself  were  appointed  by  the 
Royal  Agricultural  Societ}^  to  act  as  judges 
of  the  Silos  of  England  and  Wales,  and  we 
travelled  together  for  some  weeks,  having  a 
most  instructive  and  interesting  time,  spending 
one  day  with  the  late  Sir  John  Astley  at  his 
Lincolnshire  country  seat,  where  we  were 
extremely  amused  by  his  eccentric  personality, 
and  another  at  a  Roman  Catholic  College  at 
Durham  at  Christmas  time,  where  we  dined  on 
Christmas  fare  with  the  monks.  Mr.  Fowler 
was  a  genial  companion,  full  of  information  and 
well  acquainted  with  the  architecture  of  our 
cathedrals,  of  which  we  visited  a  number  in  all 
parts  of  the  countr}^  He  was  the  most  famous 
exhibitor  of  ducks  and  geese  of  his  time  to- 
gether with  a  great  variety  of  poultry.  His 
waterfowls  were  invariably  at  the  top  in 
competitions,  and  probably  no  man  ever 
acquired  such  a  great  reputation  for  birds  of 
this  class. 

One  of  the  best  known  judges  and  exhibitors 
during  a  period  of  nearly  thirty  years  was 
Mr.  Matthew  Eeno,  a  Bedfordshire  farmer  who 
for  a  long  time  was  unapproached  as  a  breeder 
of  Sebright  Bantams,  which  became  famous  in 
his  hands.  Mr.  Eeno  was  a  quiet,  unostentatious 
man  of  gentle  disposition  and  high  character 
and  almost  unknown  to  a  large  number  of 
exhibitors  until  he  was  appointed  a  judge,  when 
his  services  were  in  great  demand  throughout 
the  country.  If  not  so  experienced  and  so 
astute  a  man  in  relation  to  all  varieties  as 
Mr.  Teebay  or  Mr.  Hutton,  he  brought  those 
faculties  to  bear  upon  his  work  which  enabled 
him  to  arrive  at  an  honest  and  just  decision  and 
to  give  great  satisfaction  to  exhibitors  at  large. 

At  this  time  Captain  Heaton  was  approaching 
the  zenith  of  his  fame.  The  Captain  was  chief 
agent  to  the  Earl  of  Ellesmere,  and  lived  near 
Manchester,  where  he  bred  Game  fowls  and  high- 
class  pigeons  for  himself,  and  Shire  horses, 
Suffolk  sheep,  and  white  Yorkshire  pigs  for  the 
Earl  of  Ellesmere  with  the  greatest  possible 


success.  He  was  in  all  probability  the  most 
skilful  breeder  of  stock  in  England,  and  never 
hesitated  to  pay  a  high  price  for  breeding  stock 
either  for  himself  or  his  employer.  Captain 
Heaton  was  a  crack  rifle  shot  and  had  taken  one 
of  the  highest  places  in  the  Wimbledon  com- 
petitions. He  was  a  modest,  handsome  man,  keep- 
ing his  own  personality  in  the  background  and 
yet  achieving  the  highest  success  which  ever 
distinguished  a  poultry  fancier.  I  believe  he 
was  the  first  man  to  pay  ^100  for  a  game  cock, 
and  his  expenditure  was  fully  warranted.  No 
man  did  more  in  the  manufacture  of  the  Modern 
Game  than  Captain  Heaton,  whose  name  was 
invariably  associated  with  success  in  whatever 
line  of  life  he  walked. 

Almost  equally  successful  in  his  way  was 
Mr.  W.  F.  Entwisle,  who  did  more  in  the  pro- 
duction of  the  Bantam  than  any  man  who  ever 
lived.  Commencing  with  the  Game  Bantam, 
which  he  brought  to  a  state  of  very  high  per- 
fection, he  undertook  the  transformation  of 
other  varieties,  the  first  of  which  was  the 
Brahma.  I  sent  him  one  of  the  smallest 
Brahma  hens  I  had  ever  seen  to  help  him  in  his 
work  of  reducing  the  Brahma  to  the  Bantam 
size.  His  work  was  spread  over  a  number  of 
varieties,  and  when  he  prematurely  died  he  left 
behind  him  a  large  troop  of  friends,  and  a 
considerable  number  of  Bantam  fowls  which 
formed  the  basis  of  the  majority  of  the  varieties 
of  to-da}^ 

Mr.  James  Dixon,  of  Bradford,  was  another  of 
the  older  judges  closely  associated  with  Messrs. 
Teebay  and  Hewitt.  Mr.  Dixon  continued 
judging  until  he  had  reached  a  great  age.  He 
was  a  gentleman  in  all  respects,  quiet,  un- 
assuming, yet  confident  in  his  awards,  taking 
the  greatest  care  to  make  every  one  correctly. 
His  services  were  in  great  demand  by  Com- 
mittees of  all  the  leading  shows,  and  I  suppose 
no  man  more  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  work  of 
judging  than  himself.  He  was  even-tempered, 
amiable,  kind  in  giving  his  advice,  and  abso- 
lutely impartial  in  his  judgments. 

Among  the  more  famous  poultrymen  of  those 
days  were  Fred  Wragg,  for  a  long  period  of 
time  in  charge  of  the  Brahnias  owned  by  Lady 
Gwydyr  at  Ipswich ;  John  Martin,  a  famous 
breeder  of  Dorkings,  who  was  foreman  to 
Mrs.  Allsopp ;  John  Douglas,  the  famous 
breeder  in  charge  of  the  aviaries  of  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  at  Clumber,  where  I  once  paid  him  a 
visit ;  and  Elijah  Smith,  who  had  a  long  career 
as  an  exhibitor  of  Cochins  in  particular  for 
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Messrs.  Whitvvorth  and  Crabtree,  of  Manchester, 
and  subsequently  for  Mr,  Woodgate,  of  Pembury. 
These  famous  professionals  I  frequently  met. 
Mr.  Wragg  was  a  small  man  with  a  curious 
personality,  slightly  deaf  and  speaking  with  a 
loud  voice.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  inspecting 
Lady  Gwydyr's  yards  on  two  or  three  occasions 
under  Fred's  guidance  and  was  much  pleased 
with  the  great  care  and  skill  which  he  ex- 
hibited in  the  production  of  his  birds,  which 
took  the  highest  rank  for  many  years,  commenc- 
ing about  1868 — if  I  remember  rightly.  John 
Douglas  was  a  tall,  stout  man,  who  was  regarded 
as  one  of  the  highest  authorities  on  Game 
and  Dorkings  in  England.  He  was  quiet, 
phlegmatic,  unpretentious,    and  a  thoroughly 


I  am  speaking  ot  men  of  ordinary  calibre  but 
who,  in  spite  of  the  minor  positions  they  held 
in  this  life,  were  great  personalities  in  their 
own  way.  At  this  time  the  well-known  breeder 
of  fighting  cocks,  Billie  Gilliver,  who  was  not 
an  exhibitor  of  poultry  in  the  ordinary  sense  of 
the  word,  was  still  on  the  scene,  although  his 
exploits  had  been  chiefly  conducted  before  my 
time.  I  met  him  on  a  few  occasions  and  took 
stock  of  him  chiefly  on  account  of  his  con- 
nection with  cock-fighters  of  an  earlier  day,  but 
was  not  impressed  with  his  ability.  In  these 
days  there  were  no  Plymouth  Rocks — for  I 
introduced  the  first  some  years  later,  having 
obtained  them  from  Philander  Williams,  then 
most  famous  in  America — no  W5^andottes,  no 


Forty  Fireless  Brooders  in  one  field  on  Mr.  T.  W.  Toovey's  Farm  at  King's  Langley. 

(See  page  79)  [Copyright 


honest  John.  John  Martin,  who  was  living  a 
few  years  ago  when  I  met  him  at  the  Birming- 
ham Cattle  Show,  was  then  a  very  old  man  but 
full  of  vitality  and  humour  as  always.  In 
earlier  days  he  was  practically  the  leader  of  the 
chief  poultrymen  of  the  time,  always  full  of  fun 
and  mischief,  but  he  brought  the  Dorking  to 
great  perfection  and,  I  believe,  was  the  means 
of  introducing  the  Rose-combed  Dark  variety, 
with  which  he  achieved  unparalleled  success. 
Elijah  Smith,  also  a  little  man,  was  equally 
mischievous  and  full  of  jocularity,  but  no  man 
was  better  able  to  turn  out  a  White  Cochin  in 
full  plumage  and  almost  as  white  as  snow  than 
this  indefatigable  little  fancier. 


Orpingtons,  and  none  ot  the  Continental 
varieties  which  have  now  become  famous,  if  we 
except  the  Houdan,  the  Fleche,  and  the 
Crevecoeur.  Spanish,  which  have  now  almost 
departed,  were  a  special  and  popular  variety. 
Minorcas  had  not  reached  the  position  they 
now  occupy,  Indian  Game  were  but  little 
known,  lyangshans  were  not  j^et  introduced, 
while  the  lyCghorns  were  entirely  new.  The 
breed  known  as  the  Dominique  was  occasionally 
exhibited  while  the  Indian  Runner  Duck  was 
still  in  the  clouds.  The  most  important  classes 
in  our  great  shows  were  the  Cochins  and 
Brahmas,  followed  by  the  Dorkings  and  Game. 
The  Anconas  were  confined  to  the  West  of 
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England,  almost  to  Cornwall ;  indeed,  tlie 
varieties  in  those  daj^s  were  much  restricted  as 
compared  with  their  position  to-day.  The  most 
important  fancy.  Water  Fowls,  were  the  Black 
East  Indian  Duck,  the  Mandarin,  and  the 
Carolina.  Occasionally  the  Whistling  Duck, 
the  Muscovy,  the  Chilian  Pintail,  and  the 
Ruddy  Sheldrake  were  found  in  the  variety 
classes,  and  sometimes  the  tiny  Call  Ducks  and 
the  Spotted  Bill.  Turkeys  were  practically  con- 
fined to  the  Norfolk  and  the  Cambridge,  the 
Bronze  American  not  being  introduced  until 
later  on,  when  they  soon  became  the  rage. 

I  have  referred  to  Captain  Heaton's  achieve- 
ments with  Game  Fowl.  Immediately  preced- 
ing the  very  rapid  increase  in  the  length  of  the 
leg  and  the  change  in  the  type  of  Modern 
Game,  Mr.  Sam  Matthew,  of  Stowmarket,  was 
the  leading  prize-taker.  Mr.  Matthew  was  a 
large  farmer  who,  as  I  can  testif}^ — for  I  once 
went  down  to  spend  a  little  time  with  him 
— kept  his  birds  under  quite  natural  condi- 
tions. Ill  the  corner  of  each  field  was  a 
poultry  house  with  a  Game  Cock  and  a  num- 
ber of  hens,  all  birds  of  the  highest  type  ap- 
proximating to  the  form  which  has  now 
become  so  popular.  Mr.  Matthew's  birds  were 
hard  in  feather,  tightly  built  with  short  wings 
carried  close  to  the  side,  short,  slightly  droop- 
ing tails,  the  sickles  being  fine  and  whipped, 
necks   long,  feathers   slack,  the  head  snaky, 


and  colour,  whether  in  the  Black  Reds,  the 
Brown  Reds,  or  the  Duck-wings,  being  all  that 
could  be  desired.  Mr.  Matthew  was  highly 
respected.  He  never  took  aii}^  leading  part 
in  poultry  movements  but  was  a  frequent  and 
invariably  successful  exhibitor,  his  birds  being 
shown  on  all  occasions  in  perfectly  natural 
condition. 

These  remarks  apply  equally  to  Mr.  Kellaway, 
so  long  a  leading  prize-winner  with  Black 
Hamburghs.  Mr.  Kellaway,  although  much  my 
senior,  was  in  a  double  sense  an  old  friend,  and 
I  frequently  paid  him  a  visit  in  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  where  he  bred  his  birds,  which  were  the 
apple  of  his  eye  and  to  which  he  was  in 
consequence  much  devoted.  At  that  time  I 
was  a  frequent  exhibitor  of  the  same  variety, 
and  although  it  had  been  Mr.  Kellaway's  practice 
to  win  most  of  the  prizes  for  Black  Hamburghs 
at  the  Ryde  Exhibition,  I  met  him  in  friendly 
contest  and  managed  to  beat  him,  which,  he 
jocularly  suggested,  was  owing  to  my  impudence 
in  presuming  to  go  into  his  locality.  All  these 
good  men  have  passed  away,  and  among  them 
were  jewels  of  uprightness.  Let  us  believe 
that  they  are  succeeded  by  equally  righteous 
judges  and  exhibitors,  for  nothing  is  more 
essential  to  the  success  of  the  hobby  of  poultry 
breeding — for  a  hobby  it  really  is — than  a  keen 
sense  of  fairness  on  the  part  of  all  who  are 
connected  with  its  administration. 


PRICES   OF   GRAIN   AND   OF  EGGS. 

HOW    POULTRY-KEEPERS    ARE  AFFECTED. 

Increases  in  Egg  Values  greater  than  those  of  Feed. 
By  "Statistician." 


'^HAT  the  poultry  industry  in  this  country 
has  been  built  up  on  cheap  food  is  evident. 
That  any  marked  increase  in  the  cost  of  grain 
and  meal,  without  a  corresponding  advance  in 
the  returns  obtained,  would  seriousl}^  affect 
producers  and  check  development  is  equally 
true.  In  view,  therefore,  of  the  rise  of  prices 
of  feeding  stuffs  which  took  place  in  1909,  more 
especially  in  wheat,  which  has  not,  however, 
been  maintained  in  the  last  two  years,  it  may 
be  well  to  consider  the  question  comparatively. 

My  reason  for  doing  so  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
statements  have  been  made  as  to  farmers  and 
others  who  are  said  to  be  reducing  their  flocks 
of  poultry,  alleging  that  the  enhancement  of 
food  cost  makes  the  business  no  longer  profitable. 
The  undoubted  great  and  increasing  shortage 


of  egg  supplies  is  being  put  down  to  this  cause. 
How  far  such  a  feeling  is  general  it  is  impossible 
to  learn.  It  is  possible,  and  probable,  that  some 
people  are  affected  in  this  way.  Many  are 
pessimistic  by  nature.  In  looking  at  one  side 
of  the  cash  book  they  are  apt  to  forget  the  other, 
whereas  both  ought  to  be  regarded  together. 
How  little  the  following  figures,  taken  from  the 
Agricultural  Statistics  published  by  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  justify  the  state- 
ments referred  to  will  be  apparent  to  every 
reader. 

As  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  average  values  of 
eggs  produced  in  the  United  Kingdom,  due  to 
the  variations  which  prevail,  the  import  figures 
are  adopted  as  a  basis  for  these  calculations. 
These  are  taken  from   table  140  (page  335) 
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of  the  statistics  just  referred  to.  The 
prices  of  wheat,  barley  and  oats  are 
for  British  corn,  and  taken  from  table  50 
(page  219).  Considering  that  this  is  a  free 
trade  countr}^,  comjDarisons  between  these  are 
perfectl}^  fair. 

In  the  diagram  which  I  have  prepared  on  the 
basis  of  the  published  figures,  covering  a  period 
of  twenty-one  5^ears,  1891  to  191 1,  are  shown 
the  variations  of  average  prices  for  each  year  of 
wheat,  barley,  and  oats  in  imperial  quarters,  and 
of  eggs  in  great  hundreds,  from  which  it  is 
evident  that  eggs,  which  fell  somewhat  from 
1891  to  1898,  the  minimum  year  of  this  period, 
have  made  a  stead}^  and  almost  continuous 
advance  thence  to  191 1,  and  in  the  last-named 
year  were  higher  than  ever  before.  On  the 
other  hand,  wheat  was  at  the  highest  points  in 
1 89 1  and  1909  respectively  and  at  the  lowest  in 
1895,  but  has  varied  remarkably,  with  a  steady 
rise  from  1899  to  1909.  Barley  and  oats  have 
been  much  more  even.  In  each  the  lowest 
point  was  reached  in  1895,  whereas  barley  was 
at  its  maximum  in  1891  and  oats  in  1902. 

These  points  are  emphasised  in  the  tables 
given  below  : — 


Average  Prices  of  British  Grain  and  Imported  Eggs, 
1891—1911. 


Year. 

Wheat. 
per  Imp. 
Qr. 

Barley 
per  Imp. 
Qr. 

Oats 
per  Imp. 
Qr. 

Eggs. 
per  gt. 
hd. 

s.  d. 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

s.  d. 

1891 

37  0 

28 

2 

20 

0 

0  7 

1892 

30  3 

26 

2 

19 

10 

6  10 

1893 

26  4 

25 

7 

18 

9 

7  0 

1894 

22  10 

24 

6 

17 

1 

6  5 

1895 

23  1 

21 

11 

14 

6 

6  4 

1896 

26  2 

22 

11 

14 

9 

6  4 

1897 

30  2 

23 

6 

16 

11 

6  3 

1898 

34  0 

27 

2 

18 

5 

6  2 

1899 

25  8 

25 

7 

17 

0 

6  3 

1900 

26  11 

24 

11 

17 

7 

6  5 

1901 

26  9 

25 

2 

18 

5 

6  5 

1902 

28  1 

25 

8 

20 

2 

6  8 

1903 

26  9 

22 

8 

17 

2 

6  8 

1904 

28  4 

22 

4 

16 

4 

6  9 

1905 

29  8 

24 

4 

17 

4 

7  3 

1906 

28  3 

24 

2 

18 

4 

7  6 

1907 

30  7 

25 

1 

18 

10 

7  8 

1908 

32  0 

25 

10 

17 

10 

7  11 

1909 

36  11 

26 

10 

18 

11 

8  2 

1910 

31  8 

23 

1 

17 

4 

7  11 

1911 

31  8 

27 

3 

18 

10 

8  4 

average 

for 
whole 
period. 

30  8 

26 

2 

18  8 

7  3i 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  with  wheat  out 
of  the  twenty-one  years,  six,  including  1908, 
1909,  1910,  and  191 1,  were  above  the  mean 
average ;  that  with  barley  were  four  such  years, 
inclusive  of  1909  and  191 1  ;  that  with  oats  were 
six  such  years,  including  1909  and  191 1  ; 
and  that  with  eggs  were  six  such  years,  from 
1906  to  191 1.  Comparing  the  first  and  last  years 
of  the  period,  wheat  was  5s.  4d.  per  quarter  less 
in  191 1  than  in  1891 ;  barley  i  id.  per  quarter  less; 
and  oats  is.  2d.  per  quarter  less  ;  whilst  eggs 
were  is.  9d.  per  great  hundred  higher. 

To  base  calculations  upon  individual  years  is 
seldom  a  true  test.  I  have,  therefore,  taken  two 
quinquenniel  periods  to  compare  with  the  last 
five  years,  1907-11 — namely  1891-5  and  1901-5, 
which  will  show  the  trend  both  of  feed  and  ot 
eggs. 


1891-5  compared  with  1907-11. 


1S91-5 

1907-11 

Increases 

Average  Price 

Average  Price 

per  Imp.  Or. 

per  Imp.  Or. 

Price 

per  cent 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Wheat 

27  1 1 

32  7 

4  8 

1671 

Barley 

25  3 

25  7 

0  4 

1-32 

Oats 

16  II 

18  4 

I  5 

8-37 

Per  gt.  hd. 

Per  gt.  hd. 

Hggs 

6  8 

8  0 

I  4 

20"0 

1 90 1 -5  as  compared  with 

1907-1 1 

Per  Imp.  Or. 

Per  Imp.  Or. 

Wheat 

27  1 1 

32  7 

4  8 

167I 

Barley 

24  0 

25  7 

I  7 

6-6 

Oats 

17  1 1 

18  4 

0  5 

2-32 

Per  gt.  hd. 

Per  gt.  hd. 

Kggs 

e  9 

8  0 

I  3 

18-52 

Taking  the  three  forms  of  grain  together,  the 
average  advance  in  the  five  years  1907-11  over 
1 89 1-5  was  equal  to  2S.  per  imperial  quarter,  or 
8"57  per  cent;  and  over  1901-5  was  2S.  id.  per 
imperial  quarter,  or  8*93  per  cent ;  whereas  the 
increases  in  prices  of  eggs  were  20  and  18*52 
per  cent  respectively. 

Some  part  of  the  increase  in  egg  values  is  due 
to  improved  quality  as  a  result  of  adoption  of 
better  methods  of  marketing.  It  is  evident, 
therefore,  that  where  home  producers  have 
followed  suit  they  have  reaped  a  much  greater 
advantage. 

The  figures  here  given  show  that  there  is  no 
need  for  pessimism  in  relation  to  the  poultry 
industry,  in  that  the  advance  in  prices  of  the 
product  is  much  greater  than  that  of  food  con- 
sumed ;  that  the  statements  recorded  above  as 
to  relative  cost  have  no  justification,  and  that 
the  balance  is  altogether  in  favour  of  the  poultry- 
keeper. 
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Variations  in  Prices  of  Eggs  (per  Great  Hundred)  1891  to  1911. 


Warwickshire. 

At  the  Warwickshire  County  Agricultural  Show 
for  191 2,  held  at  Alcester,  it  was  gratifying  to  note 
that  the  poultry  produce  exhibits  were  of  capital 
quality  and  well  displayed,  but  it  is  a  pity  that 
the  executive  do  not  come  up  to  date  and  give 
Classes  for  Poussins,  Broilers,  and  fat  stock ;  and 
prizes  of  such  value  as  to  encourage  popular 
competition.  For  the  sixth  successive  year  Captain 
Peirson-Webber  was  invited  to  give  demonstrations 
and  explanations  of  the  remarkable  profits  that 
have  of  late  been  realised  by  club  farms  in 
Warwickshire,  associated  with  the  National  Service 
Poultry  Club,  which  exists  to  prove  by  definite 
results  the  true  value  of  poultry  to  all  sorts  and 
conditions  of  people.  As  an  instance,  at 
Billeslev  Manor,  a  flock  of  200  hens  showed  a  clear 
profit  of  ^iio  in  nine  months,  after  deducting 
wages,  io7o  for  depreciation  of  plant,  4%  on 
invested  capital,  and  the  corn  bill,  while  the 
produce  was  only  sold  at  Birmingham  market 
rates,  and  no  fancy  prices  were  allowed. 


The  Poultry  Tick. 

Mr.  D.  F.  Laurie  has  been  reading  a  most 
interesting  paper  on  this  creature  before  the  Micro- 
scopical Society  of  South  Australia,  in  which  were 
recorded  some  interesting  experiments  for  destroying 
Poultry  Ticks,  which  proved  to  be  remarkably 
resistant  to  certain  preparations.  In  the  first  of 
these  it  would  be  found  that  weaker  solutions  than 
those  named  below  in  brackets  were  non-effective: 
Izal  (10  per  cent.).  Carbolic  Acid  (10),  Phenytas  (10), 
Jeyes'  Fluid  (10),  Tysol  (10),  Kerosene  in  Soap  Suds 
(5),  Caustic  Potash  (2|-),  Caustic  Soda  (5),  Petrol 
(pure).  Formalin  and  Methyl  Alcohol  (pure),  and 
Xylol  (pure);  and  in  the  second:  Carbolic  Acid  (5  per 
cent.),  Cyllin  (5),  Phenytas  (5),  Cresol  Soap  (5), 
Jeyes'  Fluid  (10),  Tysol  (10),  Iverosene  in  Soap  Suds 
(10),  Formalin  (2^-),  Caustic  Potash  (10),  Caustic 
Soda  (10),  Methyl  Alcohol  (pure).  Absolute  Alcohol 
(pure),  and  Formalin  and  Methyl  Alcohol  (pure). 
It  is  evident  that  the  weaker  solutions  of  some 
preparations  are  useless  for  this  purpose. 
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THE  INVISIBLE  CHICKEN. 


Ninth  ArticivK.       Feathkrs  from  Hairs. 
Written  and  Illustrated  by  James  Scott. 


jHEN  we  regard  hairs,  feathers,  scales, 
and  nails,  and  learn  that  they  are  all 
practically  modifications  of  one  and 
the  same  substance,  we  may  feel  in- 
clined to  doubt  the  correctness  of  the 
observation.  Yet,  really,  all  these  coverings 
have  arisen  through  the  slow,  steady  adaptation 
of  Nature  to  serve  specific  purposes.  The  hairs 
and  nails  of  bipeds  and  quadrupeds  ;  the  feathers 


Fig.  1.— Slightly  magnified  hairs  of  Chick  just  ready  to 
hatch.  (See  Fig.  2  in  explanation.) 

of  birds ;  and  the  scales  of  reptiles,  have  been 
gradually  modelled  from  primitive  foundations, 
and  even  now  may  be  undergoing  further  evo- 
lution to  meet  emergencies  unforeseen  by  us. 

While  we  cannot  understand  /loza  Nature  works 
in  these  interesting  directions,  we  can  see  the 
way  in  which  such  transformations  occur. 

There  are  genera  of  tortoises  having,  respec- 
tively, angular  plates,  rough  fibrous  knobs, 
bristly  bunches,  and  separated  stumpy  spines 
over  their  shells.  Let  us  suppose  that  in  ages 
past  a  tortoise,  like  animals,  was  entirely  covered 
with  hair  or  bristles.  When  the  necessity  for 
underground  hibernation  became  imperative, 
bristles  would  be  a  hindrance  to  the  continuance 
of  the  habit.  Nature  would,  therefore,  group 
the  bristles  in  so  many  sets,  liberate  a  sweat  to 
stick  them  together  meantime,  and  so  provide 
the  creature  with  a  suitable  protection.  In  time 
this  style  might  be  determined  as  an  hereditary 
feature. 


The  next  stage — along  a  deviating  line  of 
successors — would  be  that  the  separate  groups 
of  bristles  would  get  solidified  by  amalgamation 
of  the  hitherto  softened  fibres  during  the  first 
years  of  the  new-born  creatures.  Little  by  little 
the  groups  of  fibres  would  subside,  the  bottom 
layers  hardening  and  widening  more  than  the 
top  ones.  Probably  intermediate  animals  would 
have  plates  formed  of  reduced  bristle-bases  on 
which  stood  groups  of  almost  intact  bristles. 
Following  generations  would  have  two  layers  of 
the  bristle-bases ;  later  ones  would  be  provided 
with  three,  four,  and  so  on. 

In  this  way  hairs  or  bristles  would  become 
converted  into  plates ;  which  would  be  angular 
for  the  same  reason  that  a  lot  of  soft  balls  pressed 
sideways  together  would  alter  in  form. 

Anj^one  who  will  inspect  detached  tortoise- 
shell  plates  through  a  lens  will  see  that  the  cen- 
tral patch  of  each  is  speckled,  as  though  it  was 
made  up  of  the  sunken  tops  of  densely  packed 
hairs  or  bristles,  embedded  in  a  hard  matrix. 
The  surrounding  ridges  indicate  the  .successive 
changes  from  bristles  to  plates  or  scales. 

I  have  instanced  the  tortoise  because  it  is  so 
extremely  different,  superficially,  from  our 
poultry  ;  yet  it  is  actually  one  of  their  relatives ! 
Examine,  side  by  side,  the  scaly  legs  of  a  cock 
or  hen  and  those  of  a  tortoise. 

In  the  case  of  creeping  animals  it  is  easily 
understood  that  groups  of  hairs  would  be  pushed 
back  as  the  body  glided  over  the  ground  and 
between  plants ;  afterwards  amalgamating  into 
flat  scales.  The  oozing  outwards  of  body  juices 
would  be  the  initial  cause  for  separating  the 
turned-back  hairs  into  regular  groups,  and  thence 
into  scales.  In  this  way  leg  scales  may  have 
been  instituted.  Sufficient  suitable  substance 
from  exudations  would  be  absorbed  by  the  hairs, 
and  the  modified  remainder  of  the  fluid  would 
pass  out  regularly  and  so  divide  the  stuck-together 
hairs  into  nearly  equal  sized  scales-design,  bear 
it  in  mind,  is  a  common  feature  in  Nature  ;  right 
away  from  raindrops,  hailstones,  snowflakes,  ice 
crystals,  up  to  leaves,  flowers,  and  fruit.  Nature 
is  very  symmetrical  in  its  methods. 

It  would  be  equally  easy  for  thin  plates  to 
split  up  lengthways,  and  the  parallel  divisions 
to  be  again  divided,  thereby  producing  branched 
feather-like  objects. 

Our  own  nails  are  composed  of  the  same  sub- 
stance that  makes  the  skin  and  hair.  Through 
a  lens  you  can  see  that  these  nails  are  finely 
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split  lengthways.  The  materials  forming  them 
flo70  through  a  number  of  grooves  near  the 
quick  and  then  stick  together  and  harden. 
Imagine  the  lines  separated,  and  you  get  some- 
thing like  a  tuft  of  hair.  Contraril}',  imagine  a 
tuft  of  hairs  compressed  together  into  a  flat  plate 
and  you  obtain  a  nail,  as  it  were ;  or  if  the}'  are 
bunched  together  they  become  a  claw.  Several 
hairs  united  by  an  adhesive — like  a  paintbrush 
dipped  in  glue — become  a  spine. 

As  I  have  before  stated,  an  important  fact 
that  helps  to  prove  the  connection  spoken  of, 
is  that  the  corpuscles,  or  freel}^  moving  cells,  of 
the  blood  of  birds  are  oval  in  shape  just  as  are 
those  in  the  blood  of  reptiles.  In  other  animals 
the}'  are  round  or  globular. 

Evolution  has  undoubtedly  been  responsible 
for  many  incredible  changes.  The  forerunners 
of  our  elephants — the  mammoths — were  densely 
hairy. 

Coming  now  to  a  consideration  of  the  feathers 
as  w^e  find  them  on  an  unborn  chicken  and  a 
newl}'  hatched  one,  we  can  make  some  very 
interesting  observations.  When  the  skin  of  the 
chicken  at  twent}'^  days  old  (and  thereabouts)  is 
examined  we  see  that  it  is  covered  with  cotton- 
like threads,  placed  over  the  body  with  fair 
regularity.  Very  few  people  would  suspect 
that  these. were  downy  feathers;  yet  such  is  the 
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Fig.  2— Each  of  the  hairs  of  the  chick  ready  to  be  hatched 
is  nice  the  top-most  thread.    This  is  compound,  and 
unrolls  gradually  until  it  resembles  the  bottom  tuft  or 
down  feathers.    (Slightly  magnified.) 

case.  Some  of  them  are  depicted  in  Fig.  i. 
The  tender  flesh  is  plainl}^  exposed  between 
them ;  yet  when  the  chicken  is  hatched  these 
apparentl}'  single  filaments  are  replaced  bj^ 
downy  feathers  and  the  skin  is  concealed. 

I  take  one  of  the  threads  from  a  twenty-day 
chicken,  lay  it  in  a  drop  of  water  on  a  glass 


slide,  and  roll  it  two  and  fro.  Gradually  it 
opens  out  until  there  is  a  many  branched  tuft, 
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Fig.  3.— Magnified  pin-hole  view  of  base  of  one  of  the 
hairs,  opened  out.   (See  Figs<  1  and  2.) 

instead  of  the  original  single  slender  length. 
This  is  the  portion  which  will  resolve  itself  into 
down}-  feathers  when  the  chichen  springs  into 
a  new  world.  The  flesh  end  is  indeed  a  stump 
encircled  by  finel}'  branched  feathers  not  unlike 
a  shuttlecock. 

B}'  carefuU}'  magnifjdng  the  parts  we  learn 
that  at  the  point  of  its  insertion  in  the  body  the 
thread — or  hair,  as  I  prefer  to  call  it — really  is 
single.  A  reference  to  Fig.  3  will  explain  this 
fact.  Yet  not  far  up  from  the  skin  it  divides 
off  into  a  number  of  branches,  which  are  agnin 
split  up.  No  trace  of  these  is  visible  under 
normal  conditions,  while  the  bird  is  in  the  egg ; 
but  when  it  hatches  out  these  hairs  are  shaken 
out  and  unrolled  into  feathers. 

It  is  customar}^  to  find  in  the  embr5^o  chicken, 
features,  and  organs  in  the  primitive  form 
whence  they  have  been  improved  as  time  went 
on.  I  have  alread}'  shown  in  previous  articles 
how  an  arm  and  hand  have  become  a  wing. 
In  like  manner  we  can  be  certain  that  as  we 
find  hairs  in  the  embryo,  the  ancestors  of  the 
chicken  must  have  possessed  hairs  or  their 
counterparts. 


A  Poultry  Text  Book. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  American  Poultry 
Association  a  resolution,  submitted  by  Professor 
A.  A.  Brigham,  was  adopted,  which  provides 
for  a  grant  of  five  hundred  dollars  to  be 
expended  in  the  preparation  and  publication  of 
an  elementarj'  work  on  poultry  for  use  in  public 
schools. 
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SEASONAL   METHODS   IN  POULTRY-KEEPING. 

SUMMERING    AND  WINTERING. 
By  Edward  Brown,  F.E.S. 


T  F  there  is  to  be  that  great  increase  of  poultry 
production  in  association  with  general  farm- 
ing which  we  all  desire,  and  upon  which  we 
must  largely  depend  in  order  to  meet  the  food 
requirements  of  cur  great  population,  an  essential 
factor  is  that  methods  shall  be  adopted  in  con- 
formity with  the  special  conditions  there 
prevailing ;  otherwise  we  cannot  hope  to  see 
agriculturists  take  up  this  branch  of  live  stock 
in  accordance  with  their  opportunities.  The 
small  poultry-keeper  who  is  strictly  restricted 
in  the  land  under  his  control  must  perforce  keep 
his  birds  more  or  less  on  the  same  ground  year 
after  year,  although  it  is  now  more  or  less  under- 
stood that  even  he  must  recognise  that  a  balance 
between  animal  and  plant  life  is  all  important. 
He  may,  however,  do  something  to  minimise  the 
effect  of  larger  numbers  of  fowls  on  a  given  area 
by  intensification  of  cultivation,  in  this  manner 
utilising  the  land  to  the  fullest  extent.  There 
are  limits  to  the  possibilities  in  that  direction. 
Upon  such  question  it  is  not  my  present  purpose 
to  enter.  It  is  enough  to  say  that  great  progress 
in  knowledge  and  experience  has  marked  recent 
years,  and  I  believe  much  more  will  be  accom- 
plished in  the  near  future,  even  though  the 
limitations  are  considerable. 

Such  methods  are  not  those  which  will  appeal 
to  the  larger  farmer,  nor  are  they  at  all  in  con- 
formity with  his  other  operations,  which  will 
always  occupy  the  premier  position.  For  men 
of  this  class  who  de.sire  to  attempt  greater  things 
and  who  employ  special  assistance,  the  colony 
system  is  to  be  commended,  for  the  poultry  are 
concentrated  on  a  given  area  for  the  time  being 
and  wholly  removed  annuall}^  on  to  fresh  ground. 
In  this  way  a  regnlar  rotation  is  adopted,  by 
means  of  which  the  fertility  of  the  soil  may  be 
added  to  and  the  total  volume  of  production  in- 
creased. Such  a  plan  has  also  the  advantage  of 
concentration,  thus  facilitating  the  labour  and 
general  control,  always  an  important  consider- 
ation. That  does  not,  however,  concern  us  at 
the  present  moment. 

One  of  the  benefits  arising  from  the  adoption 
of  larger  ideas  in  America,  so  far  as  the  poultr}^ 
industry  is  concerned,  is  that  systems  are 
adopted  and  tested  which  would  not  otherwise  be 
tried.  It  may  not  be  all  gain.  The  attempt 
to  attain  a  huge  volume  of  production  merely 
b}'^  re-duplication  of  items  without  changing  the 
system  has  not  as  yet  proved  successful,  in  spite 
of  the  recent  outbreak  of  ultra-intensive  theories. 
Instead  we  must  approach  the  question  from 


above,  not  from  below.  Given  a  general  farm, 
conducted  upon  right  lines,  the  problem  to  be 
solved  is,  how  can  poultry-keeping  be  added 
thereto  without  interference  with  what  is  already 
being  done,  in  conformity  therewith,  as  an 
added  crop  on  an  economic  basis  ?  Much  loss 
has  arisen  and  many  difficulties  have  supervened 
by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  vast  majority  of 
those  responsible  for  promotion  of  the  poultry 
industry  in  this  and  other  countries  have  ap- 
proached the  subject  rather  from  the  position  of 
smaller  poultry-keepers  than  from  that  of  the 
larger  farmer.  Such  limitation  of  vision  needs 
to  be  changed.  To  that  extent  the  experience 
in  America,  more  especially  Canada,  where  the 
farming  idea  appears  to  be  more  potent  than  in 
the  United  States,  will  be  invaluable.  Here  we 
have  as  yet  scarcely  touched  the  greater  occupiers, 
though  signs  are  that  these  are  being  influenced, 
So  far  as  my  personal  observations  across  the 
Atlantic  have  gone,  intensive  methods  bulk  most 
largely.  A  change  seems  to  be  imminent  in  that 
direction. 

In  some  cases,  however,  and  these  appear  to 
be  increasing,  the  plan  adopted  is  to  distribute 
houses  and  fowls  over  the  land  during  the  spring 
and  summer  and  early  autumn,  thus  giving  them 
the  manifold  advantages  of  unrestricted  open 
ground.  As  the  winter  season  approaches  both 
are  brought  in  nearer  to  the  homestead,  so  that 
the}^  are  more  easily  reached  and  less  exposed 
than  if  left  out  so  wide  afield.  With  us  this 
method  is  very  seldom  met  with.  The  reasons 
which  have  led  to  the  adoption  of  the  plan 
named  are  mainly  climatic.  Throughout  vast 
areas  of  the  countries  already  mentioned  snow 
is  very  abundant  and  cold  very  intense  for 
several  months,  during  which  time  the  risks  of 
loss  in  isolated  houses  would  be  very  great  and 
the  difficulty  of  reaching  the  birds  considerable. 
When  the  land  is  covered  with  snow  to  the 
depth  of  several  feet  and  the  thermometer 
registers  well  below  zero,  it  is  evident  that 
special  precautions  must  be  taken  with  all 
classes  of  live  vStock.  It  is  in  this  way  we  find 
an  explanation  for  methods  the  need  for  which 
we,  with  our  milder  conditions,  have  never 
realised.  It  is  very  rare,  and  then  usually  for  a 
brief  period,  that  we  find  ourselves  snow-bound, 
or  suffer  from  a  low  temperature.  Therefore, 
what  is  probably  a  necessity  in  America  is  not 
at  all  requisite  in  this  country,  so  far  as  many 
sections  are  concerned. 

There   are,    however,    other  considerations 
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which  deserve  recognition.  Although  through- 
out the  British  Isles  climaticallj^  we  are  favoured 
in  respect  to  our  winter  conditions,  in  man}'  of 
the  more  remote  and  sparsely  populated  areas, 
if  an}'  great  development  of  poultry  production 
takes  place,  something  like  the  system  indicated 
must  be  adopted.  It  is  not  snow  and  frost  which 
has  to  be  feared  to  the  same  extent  as  in 
America,  save  in  the  higher  reaches,  rather  rain 
and  wind,  making  the  getting  about  troublesome. 
And  be  it  noted  that  in  the  cattle  and  sheep 
areas  the  plan  is  general  of  bringing  the  stock 
in  when  winter  approaches,  equally  from  the 
fact  that  food  is  less  abundant,  for  the  sake  of 
greater  protection,  and  to  simplif}'  the  work  of 
looking  after  them.  If,  therefore,  there  should 
be  increase  of  poultry  in  these  parts  of  the 
country  along  the  lines  advocated,  the  method 
already  stated  must  be  applied  to  them,  other- 
wise "the  game  would  not  be  worth  the  candle." 
A  further  reason  is  that,  even  if  the  hens  were 
productive,  should  days  elapse  before  the  eggs 
were  gathered,  much  loss  would  rise.  A  prime 
necessity  is  that  fowls  kept  for  the  sake  of  their 
eggs  must  be  where  these  can  be  secured  as 
soon  after  the}'  are  laid  as  possible. 

Apart  from  remote  parts  of  the  country  it  is 
worthy  of  consideration  whether  the  system  of 
providing  winter  quarters  for  the  fowls  would 
not  be  profitable  to  the  general  farmer  living 
where  climatic  conditions  are  all  in  his  favour. 
By  so  doing  he  could  increase  his  stock  to  a 
considerable  extent  and  avoid  what  is  always 
troublesome  during  unfavourable  weather — 
namely,  having  to  traverse  long  distances  to 
feed  the  birds  and  collect  the  eggs,  more 
especially  at  a  season  when  the  latter  are  few. 
It  is  well  to  remember  that  at  this  period  the 
birds  require  more  food  than  at  any  other  season, 
for  then  it  appears  the  gap  between  the  amount 
of  food  consumed  and  returns  is  widest.  Further, 
it  may  fairly  be  anticipated  that  hens  would  be 
more  likely  to  lay  if  afforded  the  protection  of 
the  homestead  and  kept  more  thickly  together 


than  when  isolated  and  wide!}-  scattered, 
especially  in  the  more  exposed  districts.  I  am 
not  an  advocate  of  the  system  of  keeping  fowls 
entirely  within  the  houses,  as  some  seem  to 
think  desirable,  but  it  is  well  to  be  able  to  do  so 
if  it  appear  essential,  as  may  occasionally  be  the 
case. 

That  in  this  country  the  farmer  finds  the 
most  economical  method  is  to  scatter  his  birds 
over  the  land  can  scarcely  be  questioned.  So 
far  as  larger  occupations  are  concerned,  that  is 
preferable  to  even  the  colony  system,  whilst  for 
small  holders  the  latter  is  better  in  every  way 
as  it  gives  the  extent  of  intensification  necessary 
to  his  success.  I  am  convinced  that  the  cost  of 
feeding  must  always  be  greater  when  birds  are 
colonised  than  where  the  distribution  is  greater 
and  wider — that  is,  during  the  more  favourable 
months  of  the  year.  When  fowls  are  scattered 
over  the  field  the  supply  of  natural  food  is  as  a 
rule  more  abundant  than  the}'  can  consume. 
As  a  consequence  the  co.st  of  production  is 
decreased,  though  it  is  perfectly  true  that  the 
average  number  of  eggs  laid  will  probably  fall 
below  what  will  be  the  case  if  in  smaller  flocks 
and  kept  nearer  home.  The  saving  of  food  and 
economy  of  labour  is  much  the  greater.  When 
so  distributed  under  good  conditions  it  will  onl}' 
be  necessary  to  once  a  day  make  a  round  of  the 
flocks  for  the  purpose  of  feeding  and  gathering 
the  eggs.  In  fact,  at  some  periods  even  that  one 
feed  is  scarcely  required.  One  advantage  of 
food  hoppers  would  be  that  the  fowls  can  help 
themselves  when  they  wish  to  do  so.  The  main 
difficulty  is  wastage  due  to  rats,  &c.  All  this 
is  a  great  gain  in  respect  to  labour.  The  ex- 
ception is  during  a  ver}'  dry,  hot  summer,  for 
then  the  supply  of  natural  food  is  greatly 
reduced. 

The  main  objection  adduced  to  this  extensive 
method  of  poultry-keeping  is  due  to  losses  by 
the  depredations  of  foxes.  That  such  is  a  seri- 
ous hindrance  in  many  districts  cannot  be 
denied.    If  it  involves  a  second  long  round  to 
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shut  up  the  birds  at  night,  and  another  to  let 
them  out  in  the  morning,  then  it  is  small  wonder 
so  many  farmers  prefer  to  keep  down  their 
poultry  to  small  dimensions  and  have  them 
within  a  short  distance  from  the  homestead.  I 
do  not  propose  to  discuss  this  question,  as  it  has 
been  dealt  with  so  fully  by  others,  but  that  a 
solution  must  be  found  in  one  way  or  another  is 
undeniable.  The  way  must  be  in  accord 
with  the  interests  of  poultr3-keepers  of  all 
grades  and  which  will  make  for  the  profitable 
development  of  this  industry  throughout  the 
country. 

Under  the  system  here  advocated,  as  the 
winter  season  approaches  and  the  supplies  of 
natural  food  diminish,  the  birds  would  be 
brought  into  what  will  be  their  winter  quarters. 
What  provision  will  be  made  in  this  way  will 
vary  in  accordance  with  the  means  and  ideas  of 
individuals.  It  does  not  seem  to  me  at  all 
necessary  that  this  should  involve  any  great 
expenditure.  We  know  that  where  dairy  cattle 
are  kept  expensive  buildings  are  erected  for 
their  accommodation  during  the  winter  months, 
and  it  evidently  pays  to  do  that.  The  time  may 
be  reached  when  a  modification  will  be  found 
equally  profitable  with  fowls.  That  may  be  left 
for  further  determination.  In  this  case  the 
buildings  should  be  part  of  the  permanent 
equipment.  The  difficulty  arises  from  the  fact 
that  if  such  methods  were  adopted  the  home 
poultry  houses  would  be  unoccupied  for  more 
than  half  the  twelve  months,  which  involves 
a  considerable  loss  of  earning  power.  The 
stage  has  not  been  reached  when  hens  will 
allow  themselves  to  be  driven  like  cows  to  the 
feeding  grounds  in  the  morning  and  back  again 
at  night.  If  they  were  thus  amenable  it  would 
alter  our  outlook.  Therefore,  the  plan  com- 
mended is  to  move  the  houses  and  their  inmates, 
thus  using  the  former  under  both  conditions. 

If  a  long-range  house  is  already  available  this 
may  be  used,  but  I  do  not  regard  it  as  the 
better  plan.  The  main  danger  is  lest  the 
ground  outside  should  be  tainted.  A  building 
of  this  kind  cannot  be  moved,  whereas  when 
the  smaller  houses  are  brought  in. they  may  be 
put  wherever  seems  best  suited  to  the  purpose 
and  is  most  convenient.  Runs  are  not  required. 
Three  or  four  quarter-acre  lots  may  be  fenced 
in  to  be  used  for  selected  breeding-pens,  but 
beyond  that  the  erection  of  wire  netting  would 
be  a  needless  expense  so  far  as  the  fowls  are 
concerned.  Where  well-kept  gardens  are  near 
at  hand,  then  it  is  often  essential  to  protect  these 
by  netting,  the  cost  of  which,  however,  should  be 
debited  to  them  and  not  to  the  poultry.  A  five 
acre  field  will  accommodate  up  to  five  hundred 
hen.s,  as  these  will  be  thereon  for  at  most  four 
months,  when  they  will  return  to  the  open.  As 


already  indicated,  the  advantage  of  such  a 
system  is  that  the  houses  and  birds  are  easy  of 
access.  To  go  round  ten  or  twenty  of  such, 
grouped  together,  on  a  rough,  boisterous  winter 
day  is  very  much  easier  than  having  to  trudge 
over  a  dozen  fields.  And,  if  a  fresh  site  is 
selected  as  often  as  may  be  for  the  winter  work, 
there  is  very  little  risk  of  disease  as  a  result  of 
tainted  earth.  In  fact,  the  manure  added 
thereto  will  prove  of  great  value.  Care  should 
be  taken  to  utilise  that  produced  inside  the 
houses. 

There  can  be  no  question  that  the  larger 
forms  of  scratching-shed  houses  are  preferable 
to  the  small  erections  so  commonly  sold,  but 
they  are  not  so  easily  moved.  If,  in  order  to 
do  this,  they  have  to  be  taken  to  pieces  and 
re-erected,  then  the  labour  increases  accordingly. 
The  advantages  of  having  sufficient  space  for 
scratching  are  so  great  that  it  is  worth  much  to 
secure  this.  Where  the  building  used  for 
accommodation  in  winter  is  permanent  there 
should  be  no  difficulty.  It  is  in  those  which 
have  to  be  moved  that  this  arises.  What  we 
want  is  an  intermediate  form  between  the 
ordinary  portable  house  and  the  large  scratching- 
shed,  giving  something  like  three  feet  of  floor 
space  for  every  inmate.  Such,  if  made  with  a 
very  strong  frame  and  fitted  with  wheels,  either 
fixed  or  removable,  should  be  capable  of 
standing  the  strain  of  transference  from  one 
place  to  another.  It  is  the  damage  done  during 
the  process  of  removal  which  has  checked  the 
use  of  these  large  houses  by  farmers.  Where 
those  used  are  smaller  something  can  be  done 
by  littering  out  a  large  permanent  shed  and 
using  that  as  a  scratching  place  for  all  the  fowls, 
feeding  there  whether  "rain  or  shine,"  as  the 
Americans  say.  It  will  be  found  that  on 
unfavourable  days  the  birds  will  remain  there 
practically  all  the  time. 

Progressive  Women. 

America  again  leads  the  way.  Mrs.  Cora 
Taylor  has  been  elected  President  of  the 
Alabama  State  Branch  of  the  American  Poultry 
Association,  and,  as  a  consequence,  becomes  the 
first  lady  member  of  the  executive  committee. 
Further,  Mrs.  Florence  Forbes,  of  New  Decatur, 
Alabama,  is  the  first  lady  judge  to  be  licensed 
by  the  association. 

Cold  Storage  Eggs. 

The  rapid  decomposition  of  eggs  preserved 
by  means  of  cold  has  been  the  supreme 
disadvantage  of  that  system.  It  is  recorded 
that  experiments  in  Germany  have  shown  that 
this  can  be  retarded  if  the  eggs  are  first 
removed  to  a  little  higher  temperature  than  the 
cool  chambers  and  there  dried.  It  would  seem 
that  this  point  is  worthy  of  attention, 
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PERSONAL  LETTERS  FROM  AN  OLD  FANCIER.* 

VIII. — To  A  Show  Reporter. 


e'iii 


would  not  recognise  you, 
designation  for 


"QEAR  MR.  CENSOR— You  see  I  have  given 
you  a  nev  name,  under  which  even  your  best 

but  it  is  a  true 
one  who  is  undertaking  the 
responsibility  of  reporting  poultry  shows,  and 
is  not  in  an}'  sense  opprobrious.  If  you  never 
receive  a  worse  one  than  that  there  will  be  no 
reason  for  complaint.  Pseudonyms  are  often  useful. 
I  read  your  first  report  with  interest.  It  was 
promising,  even  if  a  little  crude,  not  bad  as  a 
beginning,  but  forgive  me  if  I  say  you  have  much 
to  learn.  One  thing  I  liked — namely,  the  cautious 
reserve  which 

characterised  ,     

it.  You  were 
like  the  old 
man  who  said : 
'Y^e  don't  ketch 
me  letting  folks 
k  n  o  \v  h  o  ^^" 
much  sense  I 
ain't  got."  You 
made  several 
mistakes,  but 
then  all  report- 
ers do  that — 
when  the}'  fail 
absolutely  to 
agree  with  the 
judge's  decis- 
ions. As  I 
actedasadjudi- 
cator  }"Ou  must 
allow  me  that 
gibe.  I  have 
read  some- 
where that  "old 
age  when  it  can 
no  longer  set  a 
bad  example 
gives  good  ad- 
vice," and  I  am 
going  to  cull 
from  my  experience  a  little. 

The  late  Lord  Beaconsfield  once  said,  with  the 
vitriolic  cynicism  for  which  he  was  famous,  that 
"  critics  are  those  who  had  failed  in  literature  and 
art."  Whether  that  is  true  or  not  in  the  branches 
referred  to  I  am  unable  to  say.  Such  is  not  the 
case  in  poultry  show  reporting,  which  does  not 
pay  sufficientlv  well  even  the  failures.  Certainly 
it  is  not  true  with  you,  as  your  connection  with  the 

*  The  previous  letters  have  been  : — 

No.  I.      —"To  a  Youno-  .Judge,"  March,  1912. 

Xo.  II.     — '^To  a  Show  Secretary,"  April,  1912. 

No.  III.  —"To  a  Lady  Poultry  Farmer."  May,  1912. 

No.  IV.    — "To  a  Disappointed  Exhibitor,"  .June,  1912. 

No.  V.     — "To  a  Country  Poultry  Instructor,"  July.  1912. 

No.  VI.    — "To  a  Specialist  Poultry  Breeder,"  September,  1912. 

No.  VII.  —"To  a  Poultry-phobe  Agriculturalist,"  October.  1912. 
The  next  will  be  addressed  "  To  a  Master  of  Foxhounds,"  and  appear 
in  our  December  issue. — Editor. 


Four  Hundred  Hens  in  one  House. 

Large  flocks  of  laying  hens  are  all  the  rage  in  America,  some  of  them  numbering  as 
many  as  five  or  six  hmidred.    The  plan  is  being  tried  in  this  countiy,  though  it  is 
as  yet  too  early  to  say  with  what  result.  iCopyright. 


pursuit  is  too  recent  for  either  success  or  failure  to 
have  been  achieved.  In  fact,  that  is  the  danger  of 
it  all.  I  have  heard  older  judges  speak  bitterly  of 
mere  boys  being  sent  by  leading  journals  to  criticise 
their  awards  whose  knowledge  of  breeds  and 
breeding  was  conspicuous  by  its  absence.  At  one 
time  I  inclined  to  the  same  feeling,  but  it  does  not 
trouble  me  now.  The  fact  is,  in  these  days  there  is 
seldom  any  criticism  at  all  in  show  reports,  the 
majority  of  which  are  so  abbreviated  that  they  have 
little  meaning.  Exhibitions  are  too  big  and  too 
frequent  to  permit  more  than  a  sort  of  running 

comment  here 
and  there.  It 
is  like  trying  to 
"  "   -  :   "  get  a  gallon  of 

■  fluid  into  a 
A^"ine  -  glass. 
The  danger  is 
that  only  the 
exhibits  of  pro- 
minent fanciers 
are  noticed, 
which  is  unfair 
to  the  others. 

Yet  1  have 
often  learnt 
much  even  from 
inexperienced 
reporters,  who 
represent  to 
some  extent  the 
general  public 
and  look  at 
things  from  a 
different  plane. 
Perhaps  the 
best  reporter  in 
my  time  was  a 
man  who  had 
kept  only  one 
breed  himself, 
but  had  studied 

all,  and  he  intuitiveh-  knew  what  to  look  for. 
The  breeder  is  not  always  the  best  reporter. 
A\'e  want  fresh  ideas.  Some  time  ago  I  heard 
of  a  man  criticising  a  piece  of  music,  and 
when  it  was  pointed  out  that  he  had  never 
composed  a  tune,  replied  1  never  laid  an  egg  ; 
but  am  a  better  judge  of  an  omelette  than  a 
hen."  So  the  reporter  may  be  able  to  take  views 
denied  to  judges.  He  is  there,  or  should  be,  to 
protect  the  public,  to  represent  absent  exhibitors, 
and  to  keep  the  judge  up  to  the  mark.  The  last 
named  of  these  functions  is  the  most  important, 
and  the  most  difficult.  Some  judges  are  verv 
sensitive.  They  appear  to  think  that  evervone  who 
fails  to  agree  with  their  decisions  is  a  personal 
enemy.  We  want  no  Popes  of  that  kind.  Infalli- 
bility is  unknown  in  the  poultry  world. 
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Some  years  ago  I  had  a  sharp  lesson  at  the  hands 
of  a  comparatively  young  reporter,  which  experience 
did  me  much  good.  At  a  leading  show  I  had 
judged  a  class  of  fowls  then  becoming  prominent, 
and  did  what  appeared  to  be  my  best.  Afterwards 
a  young  chap  came  to  me  whom  I  had  never  seen 
before,  and  he  told  me  that  he  was  reporting  for  a 
certain  weekly  journal,  but  as  he  felt  in  a  difficulty 
about  the  class  referred  to,  perhaps  I  would  go  over 
it  with  him.  That  day,  as  it  turned  out,  my 
conceit  was  greater  than  my  knowledge.  However, 
as  I  have  always  made  it  a  practice  to  justify  my 
awards  if  asked  to  do  so,  we  went  over  the  exhibits. 
He  listened  to  all  I  had  to  say.  Then  in  a  few 
courteous  words  he  pointed  out  one  or  two  things 
for  my  consideration,  and  I  saw  that  he  was  right. 
He  let  me  down  easily  in  his  report,  for  which  I 
was  very  thankful.  It  taught  me  that  "  out  of  the 
mouths  of  babes  and  sucklings  " — you  know  the  rest. 

In  show  reporting,  as  in  every  other  branch  of 
human  life,  there  are  ideals  towards  which  you 
should  aim.  The  money  you  earn  is  something  and 
cannot  be  ignored.  A  man  must  live.  That,  how- 
ever, is  only  one  aspect  of  the  case.  As  representing 
the  great  Fourth  Estate,  you  have  a  duty  to  perform. 
When  your  notes  appear  in  print  they  are  no  longer 
your  own,  but  those  of  the  paper,  winged  with  an 
influence  few  can  realise.  Read  all  over  the  country 
by  multitudes  who  know  neither  the  judge  nor  the 
reporter,  these  are  accepted  as  gospel.  Therefore  in 
what  you  say  the  personalities  of  judge  or  exhibitor 
should  not  count  for  anything.  My  advice  is, 
ignore  both,  and  look  only  at  the  birds.  How  far 
that  is  possible  in  your  case  remains  to  be  proved. 
You  can,  at  least,  give  an  unbiassed  opinion,  which 
is  all  one  can  expect.  A  man  cannot  help  being 
a  fool,  he  may  be  born  so,  but  he  can  be  honest, 
and  honesty  is  what  we  have  to  look  for  in  judges 
and  reporters  alike.  Given  that,  you  need  fear  no 
one.  Mistakes  may  be  made.  "  To  err  is  human." 
But  let  these  be  errors  of  judgment,  not  wilful 
mis-statements.  I  have  read  somewhere  a  recom- 
mendation which  may  be  suggested  to  you,  "  give 
your  mind  to  what  it  does  understand,  and,  day  by 
day,  the  mysteries  shall  be  revealed  to  you  till  all  is 
clear." 

All  this  may  appear  up  in  the  clouds,  but  it  is 
not  so.  The  fact  is,  a  reporter  is  a  sort  of  court  of 
second  appeal,  even  though  he  cannot  alter  decisions 
already  made.  Be  honest  yourself,  and  give  the 
judge  credit  for  the  same  merit  until  you  find  such 
is  not  the  case.  Try  and  put  yourself  in  his  place. 
Remember  that  he  may,  by  having  a  right  to 
handle  birds  you  do  not  possess,  have  seen  what  is 
unrevealed  to  you.  The  business  of  the  judge  is  to 
discover  and  appraise  merits.  That  of  a  reporter 
is  to  discern  faults.  Both  have  their  place,  but 
sometimes  one  bulks  so  largely  as  to  obscure  the 
other.  I  have  read  that  "  a  man  who  does  not 
care  for  merit  cannot  himself  have  any,"  which  is 
true  all  round  and  in  every  sphere  of  life.  There 
are  some  people  who  can  see  nothing  but  the 
shadows,     You  know  those  who  always  tell  the 


worst  of  their  neighbours,  and  seem  to  have  a 
penchant  for  discerning  only  their  faults.  Such  a 
man  is  unfitted  for  the  position  of  judge  or  reporter. 
To  him  virtues  are  unrevealed.  They  scarcely 
exist. 

If  she  be  not  so  to  me 
What  care  I  how  fair  she  be  ? 
appears  to  be  the  burden  of  their  song. 

Naturally  a  reporter  has  to  learn  his  business, 
and  in  the  gaining  of  his  knowledge  other  people 
have  to  suffer.  This  is  minimised  to  some  extent 
by  the  present-day  system,  already  referred  to,  of 
reporting  shows,  much  of  which  could  be  compiled 
from  the  list  of  awards  without  the  writer  seeing  a 
single  bird.  In  fact,  I  have  often  wondered  why- 
editors  do  not  save  their  money  by  adopting  this 
course,  leaving  grumblers  to  express  themselves 
through  the  correspondence  columns.  Such  would 
not  be  a  good  thing  for  the  judges,  who  realise 
that  there  is  always  the  possibility  of  exposure 
should  they  make  a  bad  mistake.  As  things  are, 
the  best  way  for  a  young  reporter  is  to  follow  the 
judge,  say  something  about  the  winners,  and  leave 
the  rest  until  he  be  able  to  form  his  own  opinions. 
By  so  doing  he  will  get  a  view  otherwise  denied  to 
him.  That  is  the  path  of  safety.  Too  often  both 
judges  and  reporters  favour  the  known  bird.  If 
you  praise  any  let  it  be  the  new  aspirant. 

One  of  the  best  tributes  to  good  reporting  I  ever 
knew  was  in  connection  with  an  early  northern 
show.  Who  the  reporter  was  I  never  learnt,  but 
that  he  knew  his  business  was  evident.  Instead  of 
wasting  his  space  on  inanities  about  mediocre 
specimens,  in  one  class  he  concentrated  largely  on 
a  single  specimen,  a  cockerel  bred  by  a  humble 
exhibitor,  which  was  of  exceptional  quality, 
describing  it  in  detail.  When  this  was  published 
in  the  then  leading  Fancy  journal  it  was  read  by  a 
prominent  exhibitor,  who  recognised  that  such  was 
the  bird  he  wanted  for  mating,  if  the  description 
were  true.  Within  a  few  hours  he  was  with  the 
exhibitor,  from  whom  he  bought  the  bird  at  a  high 
figure,  and  in  his  yards  it  did  wonders.  You  may 
suggest  that  such  opportunities  are  infrequent. 
Agreed.    Yet  that  is  the  reporting  which  tells. 

Reporters  see  much  of  the  shady  side  of  the  Fancy. 
They  have  many  temptations  leading  to  deviation 
from  the  straight  line.  Men  who  would  have 
regarded  them  with  indifference  under  ordinary 
conditions  will  truckle  to  them,  whisper  their 
blandishments,  offer  them  drinks,  and  so  on.  To 
resist  is  not  always  as  easy  as  it  appears.  Did  you 
ever  read  that  side-splitting  book  "David  Harem"? 
You  will  remember  that  Aunt  Polly  was  so  shocked 
at  what  she  saw  in  a  New  York  theatre  that  when 
going  to  bed  that  night  she  undressed  herself  in  the 
dark.  It  is  your  business  to  find  out  about  all 
the  tricks  and  trickeries  going  on  around  about  you 
in  order  that  you  may  be  able  to  walk  unscathed 
and  deal  justly.  The  fact  of  anyone  trying  to  bribe 
3'ou  should  be  a  danger  signal  to  be  on  the  look- 
out. I  have  seen  a  good  many  young  fellows  come 
to  ruin  because  they  did  not  stand  firmly  to  their 


November,  19 12.       THE    II.I.USTRATKD    POULTRY  RECORD. 


65 


ideals  and  sacrificed  their  independence  by  the 
acceptance  of  favours.  Whilst  fair  to  all,  ever 
courteous  to  those  with  whom  you  come  in  contact, 
a  little  wholesome  fear  of  you  will  do  no  harm. 

There  can  be  little  question  that  many  of  the 
reports  published  are  practically  valueless,  yet,  at 
the  same  time,  they  are  equal  to  the  money  paid 
for  them.  When  we  take  into  account  the  time 
expended  in  going  to  and  from  a  show,  that  in 
going  round  the  classes,  and  then  the  weary  trans- 
cribing of  notes,  often  under  very  trying  conditions, 
the  remuneration  is  meagre  in  the  extreme,  and  as 
a  consequence  would  not  pay  the  majority  of  men 
who  have  no  other  use  to  which  they  can  put  it. 


Perhaps  worst  of  all  is  the  log-rolling  that  goes 
on.  You  butter  me  and  I  will  butter  you.  If  we 
believed  all  that  is  said,  the  exhibits  of  certain 
cliques  are  always  perfect.  When  they  win,  it  is 
only  just  ;  when  they  lose,  the  judge  is  senile  or  a 
rogue.  Unfortunately,  such  men  or  their  satellites 
frequently  are  appointed  as  judges,  and  when  that 
is  the  case  it  is  a  family  party  of  a  very  objection- 
able kind.  You  will  come  up  against  this  system 
pretty  quick.  They  will  endeavour  to  capture  you, 
for  that  gives  a  sort  of  respectability  to  the  business. 
Whenever  I  see  at  a  big  show  a  reporter  sitting 
amidst  a  lot  of  these  professionals  then  there  is 
evidence  that  he  has  been  or  is  being  trapped.  The 


Discarded  Philo  Houses  on  Mr.  T.  W.  Toovey's  farm  at  King's  Langley. 

These  are  now  used  for  breeding-pens.    (See  page  79).  {CopyHght. 


"A  man  that  has  nothing  else  to  eat  in  Lent  must 
stomach  stale  eggs  "  is  often  advanced  as  an  excuse 
for  doing  what  is  not  altogether  straight.  Editors 
and  publishers  seem  to  think  that  20s.  is  a  lot  of 
money  to  pay  for  a  report.  Here  we  have  an 
explanation  for  the  exhibitor-reporter,  which  is 
about  the  worst  form  of  all,  although  some  of  the 
men  I  know  are  remarkably  fair  in  what  they  say, 
and  do  not  unduly  praise  their  own  birds.  Such 
cannot  always  be  said,  however,  and  I  could  give 
3'ou  many  instances  in  point.  Were  it  that  the 
exhibitor-reporter  signed  his  name  his  criticisms 
could  be  appraised  at  their  true  value,  but  under 
the  shield  of  anonymity  digs  at  rivals  often  appear. 
Editors  have  to  be  on  their  guard  against  these,  and 
serious  mis-statements  are  generally  cut  out.  The 
slighter  stabs  may  take  an  equal  effect. 


day  will  come  when  you  must  succumb  or  fight. 
The  latter  is  the  right  thing  to  do,  but  it  means  a 
struggle  in  whicli  you  may  be  beaten,  as  have 
others  before  you.  If  these  men  are  advertisers, 
then  their  influence  is  considerable.  Too  often  is 
it  true  that  the  literary  portions  of  a  newspaper  are 
subservient  to  the  advertisement  columns.  Better 
sink  with  honour  than  rise  with  dishonour. 

Some  of  the  American  poultry  journals  only 
refer  in  reports  to  the  exhibits  of  their  advertisers. 
Although  that  is  not  journalism  or  desirable,  yet  it 
is  perfectly  straightforward,  and  there  is  no  decep- 
tion, as  the  arrangement  is  frankly  stated.  With  us 
it  is  different,  or  supposed  to  be,  and  I  hope  it  will 
ever  continue.  The  reporter  should  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  exhibitors,  but  the  exhibits,  and  his 
business  is  to  give  a  fair  and  unbiassed  record  of 
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what  he  sees  and  state  what  he  thinks.  Fortu- 
nately, the  law  of  libel  with  us  is  pretty  stiff. 
Otherwise  the  log-rolling  fraternity  would  have 
things  to  a  greater  extent  in  their  own  hands  than 
is  now  the  case. 

Reporting  is  often  difficult.  How  is  it  possible 
to  see  birds  properly  when  the  avenues  are  crowded 
with  people  jostling  against  you,  maybe  inter- 
rupting your  work?  That  perhaps  explains  or 
excuses  some  reports.  Still,  you  must  make  the 
best  of  it.  I  have  always  thought  that  bond-fide 
reporters,  not  exhibitors  earning  part  of  their  rail- 
way fares,  should  be  admitted  at  the  same  time  as 
the  judges,  upon  suitable  conditions  and  restrictions, 
so  that  they  may  see  the  exhibits  under  the  same 
circumstances.  Changes  take  place  very  rapidly. 
A  bird  may  be  better  a  few  hours  after  the  awards 
are  made  than  at  the  actual  time,  in  that  it  has 
become  accustomed  to  its  surroundings — or  worse. 
Think  of  the  effect  upon  you  of  a  few  hours  in  the 
atmosphere  of  some  winter  show-rooms,  and  from 
that  be  just,  if  not  generous,  to  the  adjudicator. 
There  is  one  thing  I  have  ever  advocated — namely, 
that  if  ordinary  exhibitors  are  excluded  from  a  show- 
room, all  should  be  treated  alike,  and  that  a  man 
shall  not  be  permitted  to  cover  himself  with  a 
reporter's  cloak  and  thus  be  favoured.  His  role  as 
exhibitor  must  ever  stand  pre-eminent. 

Oh,  those  disappointed  exhibitors  !  They  will  be 
the  plague  of  your  life  if  you  once  give  way  to 
them.  Anyone  who  cannot  take  his  gruel  is  not  a 
man,  and  the  less  you  have  to  do  with  such  a  one 
the  better.  Sometimes  they  roar  like  a  lion  Avith 
the  toothache.  I  have  known  even  judges  afraid 
of  these  bullies,  who  think  they  have  only  to  shout 
loud  enough  to  frighten  everybody.  Reporters  are 
fair  game  for  them.  That  is  why  they  often  win 
when  they  have  no  right  to  do  so.  Unfortunately, 
they  have  a  lot  of  influence,  and  can  frequently 
coerce  committees,  who  know  no  better,  into 
appointing  their  own  nominees.  Not  only  must 
you  defend  your  own  position,  but  make  it  clear 
that  you  will  deal  justly  though  the  heavens  fall. 

Your  hardest  task  will  be  to  expose  fakers  and 
trimmers.  Judges  often  fail  to  discover  such 
trickeries.  It  is  a  difficult  position  for  the  reporter, 
should  he  find  a  case  of  this  kind.  Let  me  tell  you 
what  happened  some  time  ago.  A  bird  was 
exhibited  to  which  the  judge  gave  first  prize,  and 
rightly,  if  it  were  honestly  shown.  That  it  was 
trimmed  became  evident  later,  but  in  a  way  very 
difficult  to  prove.  A  well-known  reporter  was 
urged  by  rival  exhibitors  to  make  public  the  fact, 
as  the  judge  refused  to  alter  his  award  or  the 
committee  to  take  action,  not  that  anyone  really 
doubted  the  fact  of  trimming,  but  because  the 
evidence  was  scarcely  strong  enough.  Some  of 
the  competing  exhibitors  were  asked  to  enter  a 
protest,  but  refused.  The  reporter  replied,  "  See 
here,  you  fellows,  I  am  not  going  to  pull  your 
chestnuts  out  of  the  fire.  If  half  a  dozen  of  you 
will  give  me  a  personal  guarantee  against  a  libel 
action,  should  one  be  taken,  I  will  ask  my  editor 


to  publish  an  expose,  not  otherwise."  Needless  to 
say,  the  guarantee  was  not  forthcoming.  Knight 
errantry  is  picturesque  but  not  always  safe.  When 
you  get  a  good  case,  do  not  hesitate,  only  be  sure 
of  your  proofs.  I  have  known  more  than  one 
action  lost  because  the  witnesses  did  not  repeat  the 
same  story  before  judge  and  jury.  There  are  plenty 
of  people  who  will  be  glad  to  make  you  a  cat's-paw. 
Whenever  you  strike,  let  it  be  because  you  know, 
not  that  someone  else  said  so.  I  like  to  see  fakers 
exposed,  and  there  are  plenty  of  them,  but,  as  a 
rule,  they  are  too  clever  to  be  caught.  Usually  it 
is  the  novice  who  is  trapped,  not  the  expert. 

It  is  true  that  there  is  not  much  opportunity  for 
literary  grace  in  show  reports,  but,  oh  !  dear  me, 
how  barren  the  majority  are  of  decent  expression. 
An  old  friend  of  mine,  long  since  gone  over  to  the 
majority,  once  tried  to  write  a  report  without 
using  the  words  "  good  "  or  "  nice."  It  was  mighty 
hard  work,  and  needed  abundant  space  to  tell  his 
story.  These  are  relative  terms  and  generally 
mean  nothing.  Yet  they  form  the  staple  of  many 
reports.    See  if  you  cannot  do  better  ttian  that. 

Remember  also  that  promptitude  means  much. 
Belated  reports  are  of  little  value.  It  is  hard  work 
that  pays.  Business  first  and  pleasure  after  must 
be  your  motto.  Time,  tide,  and  the  post-office 
wait  for  no  man.  Be  cheerful  and  bright.  "A 
contented  mind  is  a  continual  feast."  Some  men 
get  the  hump  if  they  are  not  invited  to  the  com- 
mittee luncheon.  Your  place  is  not  there.  Keep 
your  independency  as  against  the  assaults  of  com- 
mittees and  exhibitors,  is  the  advice  of 

Yours  sagely, 

Enos  Malpas. 

P.S. — Be  sure  of  your  dates.  I  know  one  man  who 
turned  up  to  report  a  show  a  week  after  it  was 
held.    He  tried  to  keep  it  dark,  but  truth  will  out. 


Co-operation  in  California. 

The  Southern  California  Poultry  Breeders' 
Association  is  financing  a  movement  which 
may  mean  much  to  the  poultry  industry  of  the 
southern  end  of  the  State.  It  is  not  exactly  a 
co-operative  marketing  movement,  though  it  has 
to  do  with  securing  cheaper  supplies  for 
poultrymen  and  fairer  treatment  in  the  market. 
A  store-room  has  been  secured  at  640,  S.  Main 
Street,  Los  Angeles,  which  is  being  stocked  with 
some  of  the  supplies  necessary  to  poultrymen. 
Space  and  coops  are  rented  to  those  who  may 
wish  to  display  pure-bred  stock,  or,  if  the  stock 
is  left  in  charge  of  the  association,  it  will  be  sold 
on  commission.  Where  space  is  rented  the 
entire  retail  price  goes  to  the  producer. 
Retailing  of  market  eggs  has  been  taken  up  and 
in  addition  it  is  expected  to  handle  case  lots  to 
retailers, 
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WHO'S  WHO  IN  THE  POULTRY  WORLD. 


MR.  W.  J.  GOLDING. 

In  the  year  i8go,  at  the  age  of  twelve,  Mr.  Golding 
entered  the  Fancy,  and  assisted  his  eldest  brother, 
who  was  the  secretary,  with  the  Haywards  Heath 


MR.  W,  J.  GOLDING. 

Show.  This  was,  however,  the  last  event  of  the 
Old  Haywards  Heath  fixture,  and  it  was  not  until 
some  eight  years  afterwards  that  iNlr.  Golding 
started  the  now  existing  Hay^^•ards  Heath  Show 
and  became  its  honorary  secretar)-.  In  iScjy,  prior 
to  the  show,  Mr.  Golding  started  keeping  Buff 
Orpingtons,  and  managed  to  secure  a  third  prize  at 
Reigate.  In  the  following  year  at  the  Dairy  Show- 
he  was  elected  on  the  committee  of  the  Buff 
Orpington  Club  and  mride  assistant  secretary,  a 
post  which  he  held  until  1903,  when  he  became 
secretary.  In  the  same  year  lie  was  elected  to  the 
committee  of  the  Poultry  Club,  of  which  he  has 
been  a  vice-president  for  the  last  six  years.  With 
Orpingtons  he  has  won  very  man}'  prizes,  including 
a  first  and  the  World's  Champion  Challenge  Trophy 
at  the  Crystal  Palace.  This  bird  was  afterwards 
sold  for  £60  to  an  American  Fancier.  Mr.  Golding 
started  with  some  White  Orpingtons  and  this 
season  produced  a  well-known  winner  at  one  of  the 
classic  shows.  He  has  acted  as  specialist  judge  for 
Orpingtons  at  nearly  all  the  principal  shows  since 
1905. 

Mr.  Golding  holds  a  large  number  of  positions  in 
the  poultry  world,  among  them  being  honorary 


secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Buff  Orpington  Club ; 
vice-president  of  the  Poultry  Club  ;  vice-president 
of  the  Grand  International  Show  ;  member  of  the 
committee  of  the  Black  Orpington  Club  and 
Haywards  Heath  Show  ;  while  he  is  on  the  council 
of  the  Tunbridge  Wells  and  South  Eastern  Agricul- 
tural Society. 

M.  KARL  HAAS. 

M.  Karl  Haas  was  born  in  18G7  at  Ansback  in 
Central  P^ranconia.  He  has  occupied  a  leading 
position  in  forestry  for  twenty  years.  During  the 
whole  of  this  time  he  has  worked  steadily  at  the 
improvement  of  poultry  raising,  partly  by  importing 


MR.  W.  J.  HURST. 
Who  has  just  been  appointed  Editor  of 'Feathered  Life. 
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and  rearing  prominent  utility  breeds,  and  partly  by 
scientific  experiments  and  by  founding  poultry 
breeding  associations.  Several  of  these,  especially 
in  Bavaria,  have  elected  him  an  honorary  member. 
In  1908  the  Emperor's  gold  medal  was  bestowed 
upon  him,  and  in  19 10  he  won  the  Agricultural 


M.   K\RL  HAAS. 

Jubilee  medal  offered  by  H.R.H.  Prince  Regent 
Tintpold. 

In  1909  he  applied  for  the  post  for  directorship 
of  the  Royal  Bavarian  District  Poultry  Breeding 
Institute  at  Erlangen,  then  in  course  of  formation, 
and  he  was  appointed  to  this  position  by  the  Royal 
State  Government  in  preference  to  numerous 
applicants.  This  institute  is  to-day,  after  only 
three  years  of  existence,  considered  by  the  authori- 
ties to  be  one  of  th^  best  in  the  world. 


La  Bresse  Club,  (England). 

The  Annual  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Dairy  Show  on 
October  9th  in  the  Shepherd's  room,  kindly  lent  bv  the 
Show  authorities.  There  were  present  Miss  I,ee,  Miss 
Theobald,  Miss  TatnmadCTe,  Messrs  J.  Lee,  C.  H.  Eden, 
G.  H  Caple  and  C.  R.  J.  Walkey  (in  the  chair).  The 
minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
Mr.  J.  Lee  was  elected  Vice-President,  Lady  Wilson 
continuing  to  hold  the  office  of  President. 


JEWS    AND  POULTRY. 

During  the  Hebrew  festivals  live  poultry  always 
brings  more  money  than  at  any  other  time.  The 
farmer  often  is  not  aware  of  this  fact. 

The  year  5673  is  from  September  12th,  1912,  to 
October  ist,  1913.  On  September  21st  comes  the 
Day  of  Atonement.  The  best  market  days  are 
from  the  i6th  to  the  19th,  and  all  good  stock  is 
wanted,  but  more  especially  chickens  and  roosters. 

The  Feast  of  Tabernacles  comes  on  September 
26th  and  27th.  Stock  should  arrive  in  London  on 
the  23rd  and  24th  of  the  month,  and  ducks  and  fat 
geese  are  the  poultry  most  in  demand.  The  geese 
must  be  fat  or  they  will  not  sell  to  any  advantage. 

The  last  of  four  holidays  that  come  together  is 
the  Feast  of  Law  on  October  3rd  and  4th.  All 
kinds  of  prime  poultry  are  used,  and  should  arrive 
on  September  30tli  or  October  ist. 

After  this  holiday  considerable  time  elapses  until 
the  next,  which  is  Purim,  on  February  21st,  1913. 
From  February  17th  to  19th  are  the  best  market 
days.  Good  fowls  and  first-class  hen  turkeys  are 
the  kind  most  wanted.  Two  months  elapse  before 
the  next  holiday,  when  three  come  in  succession 
and  end  the  year.  First  is  the  Passover  on  April 
22nd  and  23rd,  for  which  stock  should  arrive  in  the 
market  not  later  than  the  19th.  Turkeys,  heavy 
fowls,  fat  ducks  and  fat  geese  are  the  only  kinds  in 
demand. 

The  Last  Passover  comes  on  April  28th  and  29th 
the  market  days  for  which  are  the  23rd  and  25th. 
All  kinds  of  poultry,  prime  quality,  can  be  used. 

Finally,  on  June  nth  and  12th,  comes  the  Feast 
of  Weeks.  Good  fowls  are  especially  in  demand 
and  should  arrive  from  June  5th  to  9th.  This 
holiday  is  the  last  of  the  year. 

The  Jev/ish  people  are  very  particular  about  their 
festival  eating,  and  all  the  poultry  must  be  the  very 
best. — Agricultural  Gazette. 


Petits  Poussins. 

A  considerable  demand  exists  among  the  wealthy 
classes  during  April,  May,  and  June  for  what  are 
termed  petits  poussins,  but,  unfortunately,  up  to 
the  present  poulterers  have  had  to  rely  almost 
entirely  upon  foreign  birds,  being  unable  to  obtain 
sufficient  supplies  at  home.  Probably  95  per  cent, 
of  the  birds  disposed  of  on  the  London  and  other 
first-class  English  markets  are  imported  from 
abroad,  the  chief  sources  of  supply  being  France, 
and  to  a  lesser  degree  Denmark  and  Belgium.  Yet 
the  trade  is  an  extremely  profitable  one,  and 
provided  the  conditions  are  favourable  it  involves 
no  particular  difficulties.  Petits  poussins  are  small 
chickens,  weighing  from  6oz.  to  8oz.  each,  and 
they  closely  resemble  the  "  broiler "  of  America, 
save  that  in  the  latter  case  the  birds  are  rather 
heavier,  rarely  weighing  less  that  i20z.-^Basaar, 
Exchange,  and  Mart. 
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THE  HOUSING  AND  YARDING  OF  LAYING  HENS. 


D.  S.  Thompson. 
Poultry  Expert,  Hawkesbury  Agricultural  College. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  N.S.W. 


'HE  question  of  the  housing  and  yarding  of 
laying  hens  is  one  of  the  most  important 
in  regard  to  profit  and  loss  in  poultry 
farming.  Many  of  the  most  up-to-date 
English  and  American  poultrymen  are 
following  our  methods  in  regard  to  housing  laying 
hens.  The  open  front  house  was  first  advocated  by 
this  College,  and  is  now  generally  recommended, 
even  in  the  colder  climates  of  England  and  America. 
The  new  house  was  simply  a  compromise  between 
two  extremes — allowing  all  poultry  to  roost  out, 
and  making  them  all  to  roost  in. 

The  people  who  made  them  roost  in  went  to  the 
very  extreme.  I  can  well  recollect  the  stuffy,  filthy 
fowl-houses  in  my  native  country,  Scotland,  where 


The  modern  fowl-house  is  the  happy  medium  ; 
fowls  require  housing  for  protection  from  the  cold 
winds  and  rains,  but  they  require  plenty  of  fresh 
air,  and  normal  temperatures  while  roosting. 

The  old  method,  in  addition  to  being  unprofit- 
able in  regard  to  egg-production,  encourages  disease; 
and  many  of  our  country  farmers  know  the  effect  of 
fowl  cholera,  a  disease  we  heard  so  much  about  in 
the  neighbouring  state  of  Victoria  some  little  time 
ago,  which  was  then  looked  upon  as  something 
hitherto  unknown.  The  new  method  to  keep  down 
disease  is  the  efficient  yarding  and  housing  of 
poultry.  This  consists,  firstly,  of  divisional  pens  ; 
and  secondly,  of  up-to-date  housing.  If  birds  are 
well  yarded,  well  housed,  and  well  fed,  coupled  with 


The  Egg-Laying  Competition  pens  at  the  Hawicesbury  Agricultural  College. 


\Copy  right. 


the  atmosphere  would  be  almost  temperate  inside, 
while  the  glass  would  be  showing  many  degrees  of 
frost  outside.  The  houses  would  be  substantially 
built,  but  without  a  suspicion  of  ventilation  any- 
where, except  from  the  doorway  ;  and  the  house 
would  be  full  of  nesting  boxes,  covered  with 
droppings,  discharging  ammonia  at  a  great  rate. 
The  old  ideas  must  have  been  imported  into  this 
country  (like  so  many  other  things),  for  I  have  seen 
many  similar  fowl-houses  here. 


large 


the  right  breed,  and  bred  at  the  right  time,  a 
profit  can  be  made  from  egg-production. 

The  advantages  from  divisional  pens  are  varied. 
They  keep  down  disease.  Overcrowding  of  life  of 
any  kind  is  detrimental,  and  fowls  will  segregate 
even  more  than  other  animals.  If  you  have  1,000 
head  of  fowls  on  1,000  acres,  at  night-time  you  will 
find  them  on  a  very  small  portion  of  the  1,000  acres 
and  even  in  the  daytime  they  would  cover  very 
little  of  the  space  outside  of  the  homestead  area. 
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Another  advantage  is  in  regard  to  feeding  ;  the  hens 
get  more  evenly  fed,  and  they  are  not  so  quarrel- 
some. In  regard  to  egg-collecting,  although  it 
entails  a  little  more  work  to  collect  the  eggs  from  a 
number  of  divisional  pens,  at  least  they  can  be  easily 
located.  Then  again,  the  hens  of  different  ages  can 
be  bunched  together  in  different  runs  ;  and  at  a 
given  age,  say  thirty-two  months, 
according  to  moulting,  they  should 
be  sent  off  to  the  market. 

In  starting  a  poultry  farm  the 
first  consideration  should  be  the 
site,  i.e.,  the  ground  on  which  the 
poultry  yards  and  houses  are  to  be 
placed.  This  is  a  very  important 
consideration,  because  it  has  a  lot 
to  do  with  the  general  health  of 
the  fowls,  and  a  mistake  once 
made  cannot  be  easily  remedied.  : 
The  situation  should  be  chosen 
with  a  long  gradual  slope,  which 
should  dip  towards  the  morning 
sun.  This  ensures  good  drainage 
and  dry  conditions,  not  free  from 
rains,  but  from  fogs  and  damp-  ; 
ness,  which  are  very  prejudicial  to 
bird  life.  No  class  of  animal  is 
more  subject  to  catarrh  than  the 
fowl,  and  dampness  generally  is 
the  cause  of  pulmonary  com- 
plaints. 

Light  sandy  soil  is  preferable 
to  heavy  clay,  and  where  clay  or  heavy  soils 
abound,  scratching  corners  of  sand  should  be  pro- 
vided in  which  to  place  any  litter  available,  and 
in  which  the  grains  can  be  thrown  to  encourage 
exercise.  The  rest  of  the  yard  should  be  well 
grassed,  couch  grass  acting  as  the  very  best  surface 
fodder.  Shade  trees  are  necessary  and'  many 
varieties  of  fruit-trees  could  be  grown  in  the 
divisional  pens  of  poultry  pens.  Msmy  prominent 
fruit-growers  are  finding  out  that  there  is  more 
money  in  hen-fruit  than  there  is  in  tree-fruit,  while 
the  crops  of  fruit  are  also  enhanced  where  the 
poultry  are  run  in  the  orchard.  Fruit-trees  will 
also  make  as  good  shade  trees  as  the  ornamental 
trees,  with  the  additional  advantage  of  being  profit- 
bearing. 

All  trees  or  shrubs,  of  whatever  kind,  existing  in 
poultry  yards  should  be  well  pruned  from  the 
ground,  in  order  to  admit  of  plenty  of  sunlight. 
"Shade!  shade!  "  is  reiterated  by  most  writers  in 
regard  to  poultry,  but  there  can  be  far  too  much 
shade,  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  health  of  the 
fowls.  Wherever  there  is  constant  low  shade  in  a 
poultry  yard,  there  will  be  dampness,  and  a 
segregation  there  of  a  large  number  of  poultry  in 
the  yard.  It  only  requires  one  case  of  enteritis  to 
frequent  this  localit}^  to  contaminate  every  bird  in 
that  yard  ;  and  what  is  more,  every  bird  brought 
there  for  years  afterwards.  The  germs  live  and 
multiply  under  shady,  damp  conditions,  whilst 
pure  sunlight  is  a  splendid  germicide. 


The  size  of  the  yard  should  depend  on  its  grass  sur- 
face productiveness,  but  a  yard  with  20ft.  frontage, 
running  6oft.  back,  would  be  a  good  standard  for  ten 
hens.  The  fences  should  be  of  6ft.  wire  netting  on 
strong  posts,  the  netting  of  stout  gauge  and  2-inch 
mesh.  This  should  be  well  stretched  on  the  posts, 
and  threaded  top  and  bottom  with  fencing-wire. 


Front  view  of  one  of  the  Egg-Laying  Competition  Houses. 

[Copyright 

There  is  really  no  cast-iron  rule  in  regard  to  the 
building  of  a  house,  and  it  is  amusing  to  see  the 
vast  number  of  different  types,  &c.,  recommended 
in  English  and  American  books. 

The  building  should  be  as  simple  as  possible, 
with  a  maximum  amount  of  sunshine,  and  a 
maximum  amount  of  fresh  air.  "  Fresh  air  houses  " 
is  the  cry  everywhere,  and  we  were  the  first  to 
advocate  them.  The  house  should  be  placed  facing 
the  north  or  north-east  in  most  parts  of  this  State, 
the  idea  being  to  face  the  morning  sun,  while  the 
back  is  placed  to  the  weather. 

Notwithstanding  the  general  recommendation  of 
most  authorities  in  England  and  America,  we 
plump  for  the  natural  soil  floor.  "  Do  not  use 
earthen  floors,"  says  one  writer,  "  because  they  will 
always  be  damp."  Where  open-front  houses  are 
in  use,  with  high  front  roofs  to  admit  the  full 
sunshine,  there  can  be  no  damp  floors.  The  earthen 
floor  is  the  best.  It  is  the  softest  for  the  fowl's  feet, 
which  are  fairly  tender.  It  is  much  easier  to  clean  ; 
and  if  part  is  gradually  carried  away  with  the 
frequent  cleaning,  so  much  the  better,  because  it 
mixes  with  the  manure,  which  is  a  very  necessary 
condition  before  applying  it  to  the  land.  The 
floor  can  be  easily  and  cheaply  renewed,  and  at  the 
same  time  freed  of  any  germs  which  may  be  lurking 
there.  The  house  should  be  kept  clean  and  free 
from  vermin,  and  an  earthern  floor  will  help  to  do 
this  better  than  wooden  or  cement  floors. 

To  keep  the  house  free  from  vermin  is  certainly 
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a  task,  but  if  the  right  methods  are  used  nothing 
is  more  simple.  The  first  and  most  important 
part  ib  not  to  forget  that  the  sun  is  the  cheapest 
insecticide  as  well  as  germicide.  Most  poultry- 
books  and  publications  say  that  the  houses  must  be 
cleaned  out  almost  daily  ;  that  you  will  have  to 
w  hitewash,  sf^ray,  and  disinfect  frequently ;  that 
you  will  have  to  use  kerosene,  wood-preserving 
oils,  and  all  sorts  of  things  to  keep  the  house  clean 
from  vermin  and  keep  down  disease.  It  should 
not  be  forgotten  that  all  this  costs  money  and 
labour,  whereas  the  good  old  sun  will  do  it  much 
better  and  more  cheaph-. 

If  the  houses  are  placed  with  the  open  fronts 
facing  the  morning  sun,  the  sun  will  shine  right  to 
the  back  wall  of  the  house,  where  there  should  be 
no  nest-boxes  nor  kmiber  of  any  kind,  only  the 
bare  roost,  which  should  be  swung  from  the  roof 
with  iron  rods  or  iron  wire.    The  nest-boxes  should 


is  tobacco.  It  is  easily  crushed  up  to  put  in  the 
nest. 

The  nest  should  be  roomy  ;  20  inches  x  16  inches 
is  not  too  large,  and  the  boxes  should  have  no 
bottoms.  They  should  be  placed  on  the  natural 
surface,  which  should  be  spaded  up  and  the  soil 
made  soft,  in  an  oval  shape,  which  should  be  well 
filled  with  cut  grass  to  prevent  the  eggs  from  getting 
broken  or  soiled.  This  saves  a  vast  amount  of 
labour  in  washing  eggs,  and  washing  depreciates 
the  value  of  eggs,  as  the  natural  bloom  of  the  fresh 
clean  egg  is  lost.  This  is  a  very  important  reason 
for  grass  runs,  especially  in  the  rain  belt,  where  the 
bulk  of  the  eggs  are  produced.  Where  there  is  no 
grass,  the  rains  make  the  yards  muddy,  and  it  is  an 
impossible  feat  for  the  hen  to  frequent  the  nest 
without  soiling  the  eggs  with  her  feet.  This  is  a 
])oint  which  must  be  entirely  overlooked  by  the 
advocates  of  "  no  grass"  in  the  pens. 


Back  view  of  the  houses  shown  on  previous  page. 


be  placed  outside,  with  a  wooden  curtain  covering" 
them,  and  this  curtain  must  be  moveable,  so  that 
the  nest-box  ground  may  be  exposed  to  the  disin- 
fecting rays  of  the  sun  at  any  time.  This  is  the 
only  part  of  a  poultry  run  which  will  be  continuallv 
shaded,  and  even  this  spot  must  be  brought  under 
the  sun's  influence  occasionally.  There  is  verv 
little  fear  of  disease  breaking  out  here,  as  excrement 
is  seldom  found  in  or  about  the  nest. 

To  keep  down  .lice,  which  frequently  infest  this 
shady  spot,  a  handful  of  waste  tobacco  should  be 
put  into  the  nest  frequently,  say  once  a  month  in 
the  summer  time.  Waste  tobacco  ,is  the  whole 
leaf  condemned.  There  is  on  the  market  what  is 
called  tobacco-dust,  just  like  snuff.  I  do  not  know 
what  it  is  composed  of,  but  we  have  found  it 
almost  useless  as  an  insecticide.  By  purchasing 
the  condemned  leaf  whole  you  can  be  sure  that  it 


{Copyright. 

The  following  is  a  description  of  the  pens  and 
houses  in  the  Egg-laying  Competition,  which  has 
run  for  nine  years,  and  gives  the  points  which  are 
still  maintained,  together  with  the  conditions  which 
have  been  altered  as  improvements  from  practi- 
cal experience  : — At  the  beginning  of  the  competi- 
tion the  yards  were  constructed  with  strong  iron 
bark  posts  and  6  feet  of  2-inch  mesh  wire  netting, 
strained  top  and  bottom  with  fencing-wire.  This 
has  been  found  suitable  and  lasting  for  the  nine 
years,  the  posts  and  netting  being  just  as  good 
to-day  as  when  put  up. 

The  yards  were  made  with  17  feet  frontage  and 
87  feet  depth,  and  as  the  grass  has  remained  per- 
manent on  the  surface  right  throughout  the  whole 
time,  this  can  be  taken  as  a  fair  standard  for  the 
accommodation  of  six  laying  hens. 

At  first  the  pens  were  bare  of  any  shade.  This 
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was,  however,  found  to  be  imperative  for  the 
blazing-hot  summer  days,  and  temporary  shades 
had  to  be  erected.  Shade  trees  were  soon  planted 
out,  and  have  been  found  to  answer  the  purpose. 
There  is  no  necessity  to  have  more  than  one  tree  in 
each  pen,  unless,  as  already  recommended,  they  are 
fruit-trees,  in  which  case,  of  course,  two  trees  in 
each  pen  would  be  doubly  profitable.  The  point 
to  be  guarded  against  is  this  : — In  a  small  yard, 
with  one  portion  used  for  a  site  for  the  house,  and 
another  for  a  scratching-yard,  these  two  trees  will 
help  materially  to  kill  the  grass,  which  is  wanted 
to  be  made  permanent  in  the  runs. 

The  houses  were  substantially  built,  open  in 
front,  and  although  later  on  shutters  were  made  for 
the  colder  months,  the  verdict  is  still  in  favour  of 
the  entire  open  front.    The  buildings  are  11  feet  by 


The  Value  of  Eggs  as  Food. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Aberdeen  Daily  Journal 
recently  contributed  a  letter  to  our  esteemed 
contemporary  which  deserves  a  niche  in  the 
Temple  of  Humour,  should  such  a  Pantheon 
ever  be  erected.  After  buttering  the  Aber- 
donian  University  and  calling  attention  to  some 
remarks  of  Sir  James  Crichton-Browne  on  eggs, 
he  goes  on  to  say  : 

"  Now,  may  I  ask,  should  invalids  eat  eggs  at 
all?  Should  any  one  eat  eggs?  This  question 
may  shock  some  people.  It  is,  notwithstanding, 
a  very  reasonable  question.  Are  eggs  food  ? 
Did  nature  intend  us  to  eat  them  ?  We  know 
she  did  not  intend  anything  of  the  sort.  This 
point  is  emphatic.     What  then  was  Nature's 


Nest-box  curtain  in  one  piece. 


This  arrangement  entails  unnecessary  labour  in  lifting  and  has  been 
discontinued.  [Copyright. 


6  feet,  and  are  5^  feet  high  in  front  and  4^  feet  high 
at  the  back.  They  are  divided  into  two  separate 
compartments.  The  roofing  was  rubberoid,  but 
this  we  have  found  to  be  of  only  temporary  dura- 
tion and  not  at  all  economical,  as  the  whole  of  the 
house  has  now  to  be  re-covered.  This  time  they 
will  be  covered  with  galvanized  iron,  which  is, 
after  all,  the  best,  most  efficient  and  lasting,  and 
cheapest  in  the  long  run.  Certain  authorities  con- 
demn iron  as  too  heating ;  but  the  scientific 
requirement  is  that  no  hen  should  frequent  the 
house  at  any  time  during  the  day,  except  during" 
severe  rain,  which,  of  course,  does  away  with  the 
over-heating  bogey. 


intention  ?  It  seems  like  an  impertinence  to  ask 
such  a  question.  Nature  intended  eggs  to  pro- 
duce chickens.  The  white  is  food — food  for  the 
chicken.    The  yolk  is  a  foetus. 

"  (i)  Some  people  cannot  and  dare  not  eat  them 
at  all ;  (2)  I  ate  three  once  and  was  very  ill  in 
consequence,  and  I  never  transgressed  again  in 
this  way  ;  (3)  a  Colonial,  lacking  all  else,  ate 
nine  eggs,  and  was  very  ill.  He  dared  not 
repeat  the  act.  And  yet  Sir  James  regards  them 
as  suitable  food  for  an  invalid  !  Will  2ii\y  reader 
kindly  say  what  they  think  of  this  egg  question, 
and  its  results  as  a  food  ?  " 
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TEN   YEARS   OF   A   LECTURER'S  LIFE. 

By  C.  E.  J.  Walkey. 
Instructor  in  Poultry-Keeping  to  the  Somerset  County  Council. 


T  is  curious  how  good  sometimes  comes  out 
of  evil.  Had  I  not,  something  over  eleven 
years  ago,  been  exceedingly  badly  injured 
in  a  shooting  accident  I  should  never  have 


taken  to  lecturing  in  all  probability  and  my 
recent  honours  would  not  have  been  won. 

So  badly  hurt  was  I  that  all  thought  of  going  on 
with  the  hard  work  of  poultry  farming  on  the  grand 
scale  was  out  of  the  question,  but  the  beginning  of 
my  career  as  a  public  speaker  was  largely  a  matter 
of  fluke,  for  up  to  the  year  1902,  although  for  years 
I  was  a  schoolmaster  "down  South"  in  South 
Africa,  I  had  no  idea  of  being  able  to  hold  an 
audience  still  less  of  making  ni}-  living"  as  a 
lecturer. 

Looking  back  all  these  years  it  is  surprising  what 
advances  have  been  made  in  our  great  industry. 
In  igo2  there  were  only  two  or  three  people  in  the 
British  Isles  using  trap-nests  and  breeding  for 
"  pedigree  la3'ers."  Very  few  persons  had  any  no- 
tion of  the  money  to  be  made  by  combining  science 
with  practice  in  the  culture  of  cocks  and  hens  with 
the  exception,  of  course,  of  a  few  really  great  breed- 
ers on  the  Fancy  side  who  have  always  believed 
keenly  in  the  necessity  for  breeding  to  a  line  for 
exhibition  purposes. 

The  Utility  Poultry  Club  and  the  National 
Poultry  Organisation  Society  were  in  their  infancy, 
comparatively  speaking.  When  I  joined  the  former 
in,  I  think,  April,  iSgg,  there  were  about  124  mem- 
bers against  the  present  1,500  odd  and  I  had  then 
no  idea  that  I  should  ever  be  an  official  of  the  club. 
That  I  should  become  a  member  of  its  Committee 
and  serve  as  long  as  I  now  have  done  seemed  to 
me  out  of  all  likelihood. 

In  February  of  the  year  1902,  I  went  on  a  short 
lecturing  tour  to  Dorset  and  was  most  kindly 
received  by  the  then  Secretarv  for  Education,  Mr. 
B.  R.  Swift. 

At  the  first  lecture  I  gave  in  my  third  centre  I 
was  very  nearly  posed  by  a  questioner  who  asked 
"  How  many  fowls  on  how  much  land  ^vould  it 
take  to  keep  my  wife  and  family  ?  "  My  reply  at 
the  moment  was  that  I  did  not  know  but  would 
tell  him  that  day  week.  This  answer  was  not 
altogether  well  received,  the  audience  evidently 
thinking  I  was  trying  to  shuffle  out  of  a  difficult 
position,  but  when  I  did  fulfil  my  promise  every 
one  in  the  room  but  the  unfortunate  interrogator 
received  my  solution  with  acclamation,  and  from 
that  day  onwards  I  have  gone  forward  with  success. 
It  is  likely  that  the  hero  of  this  story  will  not  see 
these  lines  so  that  I  may  tell  what  answer  I  gave. 
I  made  a  special  visit  to  the  village  resulting  in  mv 
ascertaining  (i)  That  my  foe  had  never  been 
married.  (2)  That  he  had,  many  years  before, 
proposed  to  three  girls  of  his  acquaintance  in  three 
months  and  been  refused  by  each.    (3)  That  he  had 


then  in  a  huff  left  his  native  village  and  gone  off  to 
London  from  which  he  had  only  returned  a  few 
weeks  before  my  advent  there.  Not  content  with 
waiting  for  question  time,  however,  I  carried  the 
war  into  the  enemy's  country  by  stopping  suddenly 
in  my  speech  and  telling  the  audience  these  facts  to 
the  utter  rout  of  the  poor  old  chap  who  wanted  to 
know  so  much. 

In  this  same  season  I  had  another  amusing  scene 
some  miles  distant  from  the  above  centre.  The 
local  hobble-de-hoy  of  some  eighteen  summers 
elected  one  bright,  moonlit  but  uncommonly  cold 
night  to  come  to  my  meeting  \\  ith  his  tin  whistle 
in  his  pocket  intending,  no  doubt,  to  make  things 
awkward  for  me.  When  the  room  had  filled  and 
the  meeting  commenced  I  was  interrupted  fre- 
quently by  subdued  bursts  of  laughter  and  a  thin 
wheezy  sound  from  the  back  benches — my  friend 
playing  pianissimo  to  his  pals.  Asked,  by  the 
local  bigwig,  to  stop  that  those  interested  might 
hear  what  the  lecturer  had  to  say,  the  lad  became 
cheeky  and  at  last  in  desperation  I  had  to  take  him 
out  into  the  porch.  It  was  freezing  hard  but  that 
poor  donkey,  not  to  be  beat,  stayed  until  the  end  of 
my  meeting  and  played  most  doleful  tunes  to  him- 
self all  the  time  ! 

During  the  few  months  I  was  lecturing  for  the 

W  shire  County  Council  I  was  asked  to  visit 

the  local  Manor  House  because  "Our  Mr.  A — •.,  he 
came  to  hear  you  last  week  but  has  gone  to  a 
concert  to-day  (evidently  more  amusing),  wants 
you  to  tell  him  what  fowls  to  keep  to  lay  eggs. 
He  has  got  a  big  poultry  farm  but  no  birds  yet !  " 
Of  course  immediately  after  breakfast  the  next 
morning  I  went  to  see  "  our  Mr.  A."  and  found  a 
young  man,  about  nineteen,  very  self  assured,  very 
sure  that  he  knew  more  than  myself,  who  received 
me  with  all  the  impressement  due  from  one  in  his 
position  to  one  in  mine.  After  a  little  chat,  the 
inspection  of  orchards,  &c.,  where  fowls  were  not, 
he  asked  if  Silver  Campines  could  lay  eggs  and  if 
so  where  could  any  be  had.  I  said  they  could,  and 
with  proper  feeding  and  attention  would  lay  lots 
of  eggs,  big  enough  for  market  purposes  or  the 
Manor  table — -the  owner  of  which  being  two 
generations  old,  at  most,  needed  of  course  every- 
thing of  the  best — and  said  that  a  breeder  I  knew 
near  Gloucester  had  good  utility  Campines  of  sound 
stock.  A  few  days  afterwards  I  heard  that  the 
Manor  had  purchased  50  day-old  chicks  and  had 
written  expressing  delight  at  the  splendid  way  in 
which  they  had  travelled,  and  there  I  thought  was 
an  end.  Imagine  my  surprise  to  receive  some  ten 
weeks  later  the  following  letter  and  enclosure  from 
my  friend  the  breeder — still  my  good  friend,  I  am 
thankful  to  say — ■"  Dear  W.,  For  pity's  sake  do  not 
send  any  more  of  your  lecture  people  to  me.  I  got 
the  enclosed  yesterday  and  should  like  to  kick  the 
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sender,  Yours  truly,  X.Y.Z."  The  enclosure  (a 
post  card,  no  less)  ran,  "  Dear  Sir,  When  Mr. 
Walkey  told  me  you  had  good  Campines  I  sent  to 
you  because  I  thought  you  were  a  gentleman.  I 
know  now  that  you  are  not  and  shall  be  glad  of 
the  return  of  my  money.  The  chicks  certainly 
arrived  in  good  condition.  /  fed  them  on  grit 
as  Mr.  Walkey  advised  and  they  are  all  dead.  Be 
good  enough  to  return  cost  of  them  or  I  shall  put 
the  matter  in  the  hands  of  my  solicitor.  Yours  K." 
No  money  was  sent  and  nothing  happened  except 
that  I  wrote  my  friend  saying  that  he  had  on  that 
same  post  card  the  finest  testimonial  ever  received 
by  a  breeder  since  the  days  of  Noah.  How  many 
flocks  of  Campines  produce  chicks  which  fed  on 
nothing  but  grit  will  survive  for  full  three  months  ? 
Presumably  the  solicitor,  if  consulted,  which  I  doubt, 
thought  the  same,  for  no  letter  came  from  him. 

A  couple  of  years  previous  to  this  I  had  myself 
been  done  brown.  I  was  badly  in  need  of  pullets 
to  keep  up  my  egg  contract  supply  and  wrote  to  a 

soi-distant  "  breeder"  in  G  shire  who  at  that  time 

advertised  largely  in  most  poultry  papers  saying 
that  he  had  some  hundreds  of  first  cross  pullets 
"near  laying"  for  2/6  each.  Foolishly  enough  I 
did  not,  as  is  wise,  send  deposit  to  a  paper  but 
forwarded  a  cheque  for  some  six  pounds  direct.  In 
about  a  week's  time  I  heard  from  this  man  to  say 
that  he  had  been  ill  but  was  sending  the  birds  that 
day  and  hoped  they  would  give  satisfaction.  Only 
one-half  the  number  paid  for  arrived,  gO(jd  pullets 
enough — -with  them  there  was  nothing  to  grumble 
at,  but  get  the  rest  I  could  not.  At  intervals  of  a 
week  or  ten  days  for  over  three  months  1  received 
long,  long  letters  always  in  the  same  strain.  Either 
he  or  his  manager  was  ill,  latterly  his  wife  also 
was  like  to  die,  but  no  more  pullets  came  to  hand. 
Eventually  I  went  to  see  him.  ■  1  found  he  was  not 
at  home,  the  woman  who  answered  my  knock 
saying  would  I  please  be  very  quiet  as  Mrs.  X.  was 
dying,  told  me  he  had  gone  into  M — — shire  to  see  his 
manager.  I  thought  this  odd,  and  after  a  lot  of 
palaver,  got  into  the  house  and  was  received  by  the 
"  dying  "  woman.  If  she  was  not  floured  I'll  eat 
my  oldest  hat !  Her  tongue,  ill  though  she  was 
supposed  to  be,  was  strong  and  exceedingly  sharp 
but  I  had  come  over  60  miles,  had  hours  to  wait  at 
their  small  wayside  station,  had  two  miles  to  walk 
on  a  rainy  day  before  I  could  get  anything  to  eat. 
and  was,  truth  to  tell,  in  a  baddish  temper  myself. 
I  delivered  this  ultimatum  :  If  the  pullets,  as  good 
as  the'  first  lot,  are  not  received  within  one  week, 
or  my  money  refunded,  I  shall  leave  no  stone 
unturned  to  have  all  your  advertisements  stopped, 
and  I  leave  you  to  guess  whether  or  no  that  will  be 
to  your  advantage  !  The  next  morning  I  had 
another  long  letter  saying  how  sorry  my  beauty 
was  not  to  be  able  to  send  the  pullets  or,  owing  to 
the  expense  of  his  wife's  long  illness,  the  money, 
but  if  I  would  give  him  time — and  soon.  I  simply 
sent  all  the  letters  up  to  a  certain  London  paper 
and,  after  a  deal  of  bother,  stopped  the  advertise- 
ments for  a  month.     My  money  came  back  in  fidl. 


The  moral  of  which  story  is  to  buy  of  no  one  of  whose 
bona  fides  you  are  not  sure  except  under  the  deposit 
system :  fight  very  shy  of  those  who  advertise 
that  they  advertise  largely  :  buy  only  from  well- 
known  people.  I  myself  know  dozens  of  cases 
where  a  certain  man  in  London  has  behaved 
absolutely  fraudently  for  many  years  past  but  his 
victims  will  not  proceed  in  a  court  of  law  because 
they  are  afraid.  Very  foolish  of  them  indeed.  If 
they  would  but  take  action  for  their  own  and  others 
sakes  these  frauds  would  come  to  an  end.  The  man 
I  have  in  mind  is  well  known  to  have  no  poultry, 
to  buy  what  he  advertises  as  "  prize  strains"  or 
"pedigree  laying  stock"  alive  in  Leadenhall  Market, 
anything  does  for  "mugs,"  at  about  1/6  each  to  sell 
at  5/-,  7/6,  and  10/-  apiece.  There  is  money  in  it 
but  the  man  is  a  rogue  and  ought  to  be  shown  up. 
I  have  been  told  on  good  authority  that  he  daily 
receives  more  Postal  Orders  than  any  other  man  in 
Town.  There  is  the  record  of  a  man  who  about  1850 
made  close  upon  twenty-thousand  pounds  by  selling 
what  he  was  pleased  to  call  "pure  vegetable  pills!" 
They  were  vegetable  in  the  main,  yet  he  got  ten 
years  hard  labour  in  the  end.  I  very  much  hope 
this  fraudulent  poultry  seller  will  get  the  same  or 
a  harder  sentence  ere  many  years  pass,  he  fully 
deserves  it. 

In  January,  1903,  I  came  down  to  the  County  of 
Somerset,  where  also  from  time  to  time  amusing 
things  occur,  but  for  the  main  part  during  the  last 
nine  and  a  lialf  years  my  work  has  been  very  much 
of  the  same  kind  plus  a  good  deal  of  judging  live 
and  dead  table  poultry  and  eggs,  enlivened  by 
occasionally  taking  oak  carving,  honey,  butter, 
needlework,  uncommonly  ill-executed  "paintings" 
and  other  oddments  as  well  as  birds. 

In  the  autumn  of  1905,  I  think,  I  spent  a  week  at 
Plymouth  judging  appliances  and  eggs  and  lecturing 
at  the  great  Industrial  Exhibition  there.  No  such 
show  of  dead  poultry  has  ever  been  seen  in  this 
country,  I  believe.  The  chickens  were  simply 
magnificent,  as  is  vouched  for  by  the  fact  that  a 
great  dealer  who  bespoke  all  the  winners  sent  down 
peds  to  hold  24  birds  each  (dead)  yet  we  in  no  case 
got  more  than  eighteen  into  any  crate  !  The  late 
Mr.  Percy  Percival  judged  the  dead  poultry,  and 
the  crowd  during  the  time  he  was  at  work  was  so 
tremendous  that  -the  two  biggest  commissionaires 
and  I  stood  with  locked  hands  behind  Mr.  Percival's 
back,  holding  on  also  to  the  rail  outside  the 
stagmg  of  the  exhibits,  for  nearly  two  hours  or 
he  would  not  have  been  able  to  proceed  with  the 
judging  at  all.  Very  tired  we  were,  but  that  was 
nothing  to  my  having  to  lecture  upon  the  diseases 
of  poultry  to  about  150  people,  every  one  of 
whom  knew  as  much  of  the  subject  as  I  did,  and 
the  Chairman  a  great  deal  more,  while  all  the  row 
of  that  great  multitude  went  on,  diversified  by 
inharmonious  strains  of  large  gramophones  and 
other  barbaric  instruments.  It  was  a  glorious 
week  but  a  trifle  tiring.  You  see  a  County  Council 
man  has  something  to  do  to  earn  his  living ! 
(To  be  concluded.) 
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FANCIERS   AND   FANCY  MATTERS. 

By  William  W.  Broomhead. 


"  The  Amateurs'  Snow." 

Last  month  I  asked,  "  Where  are  the  amateurs?  " 
The  attempt  to  found  a  "  protective  ckib "  for 
amateur  exhibitors  appears  to  have  been  something 
of  a  failure  ;  nevertheless,  we  have  had  another 
example  of  what  can  be  done  by  them  when  they 
are  catered  for.  "  The  Amateurs'  Palace "  has 
come  and  gone.  1  refer  to  the  third  annual  show 
of  the  Southport  Poultry  Association,  which  was 
held  on  September  28th.  Here  the  exhibits  are 
limited  to  the  value  of  £^  ;  and  if  the  average  for 
the  thirty-two  classes  provided  at  the  event  was 
not  twenty  it  was  merely  a  fraction  short  of  it. 
Numerically,  then,  the  show  was  a  huge  success. 


lection  was  there  at  one  show  such  a  mass  of 
rubbish  penned."  This  may  be  considered  a  very 
sweeping  statement ;  but  my  friend  knows  a  good 
bird  and  is  an  old  time  breeder  and  exhibitor,  in 
addition  to  which  he  is  a  capable  all-round  judge 
of  poultry  and  visits  most  of  the  shows  held 
annually  in  the  Midlands  and  North.  And, 
moreover,  two  at  least  of  the  reports  of  the  event 
appearing  in  the  Fancy  weeklies  coincide  with  this 
statement  in  a  large  degree.  Candidly,  I  am  not 
surprised  at  it.  And  why?  Simply  because  the 
majority  of  amateur  exhibitors  nowadays  know 
something  of  the  value  of  a  good  fowl,  and  it  is 
unreasonable  to  expect  that  for  a  maximum  of 


Students  at  work  on  Miss  Edwards'  poultry  farm. 

These  Buff  Orpington  Pullets  are  bred  from  a  hen  that  laid  261  eggs  in  49  weeks,  and 
are  penned  with  a  cock  from  the  hen  that  laid  240  eggs  in  less  than  12  months. 


and  no  doubt  when  the  balance  sheet  is  made  up 
there  will  be  something  in  hand  for  next  year's 
exhibition.  But  how  about  the  quality  ?  Unfor- 
tunately I  was  not  able  to  be  present,  but  f  have 
first  hand  information  from  an  old  fancier  who  put 
in  an  appearance,  and — well,  I  will  quote  from  a 
letter  he  has  sent  to  me. 

"Yea,  verily,"  he  writes,  "Southport  Show  was 
a  great  affair,  but,"  he  adds,  "  the  general  opinion 
of  the  old  fanciers  present — and  quite  a  number 
attended  in  the  hopes  of  picking  up  a  bird  or  two 
for  future  shows — was,  that  never  in  man's  recol- 


they  would  pen  birds  worth  much  more.  It  is  well 
known  that  at  the  first  venture  of  the  Southport 
Poultry  Association  many  splendid  bargains  ^\  ere 
obtained,  and  some  of  the  fowls  bought  there  were 
champions  ere  their  show  careers  were  ended.  But 
the  amateur  has  grown  wise  since  then,  hence  I 
can  see  the  justification  for  my  friend's  remark 
anent  rubbish. 

Mr.  A.  V.  Holt  and  his  executive  have  done  their 
best  for  the  amateur,  and  all  credit  to  them.  An 
entry  of  considerably  over  600  in  thirty-two  classes 
is  one  of  which  an}"  show  committee  can  be  justly 
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proud.  But,  the  thought  occurs,  is  the  price  limit 
high  enough  ?  That  it  does  not  exclude  the  so-called 
professionals  can  be  seen  by  a  glance  through  the 
prize  list,  in  which  appear  the  names  of  more  than 
a  couple  of  well-known  fanciers  who  can  scarcely 
claim  the  title  of  amateur.  It  would  appear,  then, 
that  some  other  scheme  must  be  set  going  to  exclude 
the  "  pro's "  and  keep  the  Southport  Show  for 
amateurs  purely  and  simply.  To  enter  into  details 
here  is  not  my  intention  ;  but  in  my  opinion  it 
would  answer  better  to  put  full  trust  in  the 
amateurs  by  removing  the  price  limit  altogether, 
so  as  to  encourage  them  to  pen  the  very  best  birds 
they  breed,  since  it  is  well  known  that  more  than 
one  veritable  champion  of  the  year  has  been  bred 
and  shown  by  a  backyard  fancier.  And  then  make 
more  stringent  rules  as  to  who  may  exhibit.  I 
would  suggest,  for  instance,  that  some  regulations 
similar  to  those  governing  the  amateur  section 
connected  with  the  Royal  Lancashire  Agricultural 
Society's  Show  might  be  adopted.  Let  me  repeat 
that  I  wish  the  venture  well.  The  amateur  must 
have  his  chance,  since  the  vast  majority  of  the 
shows  held  annually  in  the  British  Isles  are  those 
at  which  there  is  no  bar  to  the  professional  poultry 
fancier  or  the  deck  sweeper. 

Spfxialist  Clubs'  Shows. 

The  idea  of  holding  a  combined  specialist  clubs' 
show  this  year,  which  I  mentioned  earlier  in  the 
season,  has  ended  in  talk,  which  is  not  very 
surprising,  since  it  is  by  no  means  easy  to  fix  on  a 
suitable  venue  for  such  an  affair,  while  another 
difficulty  is  to  choose  dates  that  do  not  clash  with 
other  important  events.  As  may  be  seen  from  the 
schedule  issued  by  the  International  executive, 
some  twenty-six  English  and  two  Continental 
specialist  clubs  will  hold  their  annuals  at  the 
Crystal  Palace  this  year.  These  are  the  Brahma, 
the  Croad  Langslian,  the  Black  Orpington,  the  Buff 
Orpington,  the  Variety  Orpington  (White,  Jubilee, 
and  Spangled),  the  Cuckoo  and  Blue  Orpington, 
the  United  Wyandotte,  the  Leghorn,  Plymouth 
Rock  and  Andalusian,  the  Sussex,  the  Houdan,  the 
Minorca,  the  Brown  Sussex,  the  Ancona,  the  Rose- 
combed  Minorca,  the  Campine,  the  Indian  Game, 
the  Yokohama,  the  Black  Sumatra  Game,  the  Silkie, 
the  Brahma  Bantam  (quite  distinct  from  the 
Brahma  Club),  the  Hamburg  Bantam,  the  Rose- 
comb  Bantam,  the  Sebright  Bantam,  the  Orpington 
Duck,  the  Waterfowl,  the  White  Turkey,  the 
Belgian  Campine,  and  the  Bearded  Bantam  (of 
Belgium). 

This  is  indeed  a  large  array,  but — there  are 
others.  Three  of  the  single  variety  Wyandotte 
Clubs  will  go  to  York,  and  these  are  the  Partridge, 
the  White,  and  the  Silver  Pencilled.  The  Langshan 
Society,  the  Blue  Langshan  Club,  the  White 
Leghorn  Club,  and  the  Variety  Bantam  Club  will 
also  join  hands  with  the  York  Christmas  Exhibition. 
The  Black  Wyandotte  Club  Show,  and  that  of  the 
Columbian,  as  well  as  the  Andalusian  and  the 
Buff  Leghorn  Clubs'  Shows  will  take  place  at  Leeds, 
but  I  have  not  yet  heard  where  the  Variety  Wyan- 


dotte Club  (if  this  body  is  still  in  the  land  of  the 
living)  will  pitch  its  tent.  The  annual  "  meets  " 
of  the  White  Rock  Club,  the  Leghorn  Club,  and 
the  Redcap  Club  were  held  at  Manchester  ;  and  the 
Plymouth  Rock  Club  at  Barnstaple  towards  the 
end  of  last  month,  and  in  my  opinion  rather  too 
early  in  the  season  for  such  events.  The  Plymouth 
Rock  Society — which  is  quite  distinct  from  the 
Club  of  that  name — the  British  Rhode  Island  Red 
Club,  and  the  Blue  Wyandotte  Club  are  announced 
for  Wolverhampton  on  the  20th  and  21st  instant; 
and  the  Black  Leghorn  and  the  Buff  Pl^anouth 
Rock  Clubs  will  hold  their  shows  at  Bristol  just  a 
week  after,  this  latter  event  being  a  two-day  affair 
also.  Then  there  will  be  the  Scottish  Game  and 
Game  Bantam  Club  Show  in  Glasgow  on  the  23rd 
instant,  and  the  Scottish  Wyandotte  Club  at  Airdrie 
on  the  last  day  of  the  present  month  ;  while  the 
White  Orpington  Club  is  fixed  for  December  5  at 
the  Camberwell  Baths  in  connexion  with  the  South 
Metropolitan  Fanciers  Association's  popular  event. 

The  above  list  is  formidable  enough  in  all 
conscience,  and  yet  it  does  not  complete  the 
number  of  specialist  poultry  clubs  which 
invariably  have  an  annual  show.  Up  to  the  time 
of  writing  these  notes  I  have  not  heard  of  the 
venues  for  the  Jubilee  Orpington  and  the  Spangled 
Orpington  (each  variety  liaving  a  club  show  "  on 
its  own,"  although  I  fear  that  the  recently  formed 
Red  Orpington  Club  is  not  quite  strong  enough, 
financially  or  numerically,  for  such  a  venture  this 
year),  the  Gold  and  Silver  Laced  Wyandotte  Club, 
and  the  New  Malines  Club,  among  others  ;  while 
there  are  the  other  Scottish  Clubs  (such  as  the 
Leghorn,  the  Minorca,  and  the  Variety  Bantam)  as 
well  as  two  or  three  Welsh  Clubs,  which  have  not 
yet  made  their  arrangements,  or  at  any  rate, 
announced  them.  Of  a  truth  the  poultry  Fancy  is 
quite  a  big  hobby — or  is  it  industry  ? 

The  Dairy  Show. 

As  I  have  elsewhere  in  the  present  issue  referred 
to  the  above  event  I  do  not  intend  to  say  much 
here.  On  arrival  at  the  Hall  on  Tuesday  morning, 
I  heard  that  someone  was  "  thirsting  for  my  blood," 
as  it  were  ;  but  not  being  of  a  very  nervous 
temperament,  and  fortified  with  a  clear  conscience, 
I  went  forth  to  do  battle.  Stumbling  across  the 
chief  poultry  Steward,  I  found  my  man.  My 
"  Defects  of  the  Dairy  Show "  in  last  month's 
Record,  was  the  cause  of  the  trouble.  It  had  been 
written  by  me,  so  Mr.  L.  C.  Verrey  informed  me, 
that  "  certain  breeds  are  specially  favoured."  Off- 
hand I  could  not  recollect  the  passage,  but  on 
reference  to  my  file  I  find  I  wrote  "  Why  is  it  that 
some  breeds  appear  to  get  a  distinct  advantage 
over  others  in  the  matter  of  staging  ?  "  I  never 
was  much  good  at  translations,  but  somehow  I 
cannot  make  the  one  tally  with  the  other.  I  made 
no  definite  statement,  but  merely  asked  a  question. 
However,  we  settled  matters  by  Mr.  Verrey  declar- 
ing that  if  we  are  both  alive  for  next  year's  show — 
and,  really,  I  hope  we  will  be — he  will  make  me 
attend  on  the  Saturday  and  do  the  numbering  of 
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the  pens ! 

That  the  staging  at  last  month's  show  did  not 
please  all  was  evident  from  the  grumbling  1  heard 
in  certain  quarters.  But  let  me  say  right  here,  and 
please  do  not  misunderstand  me,  it  is  practically 
impossible  with  the  means  at  hand  for  the  execu- 
tive to  suit  all.  Some  of  the  Orpington  men 
wanted  to  know  why  the  Buffs  were  on  the  top 
row,  where  it  was  rather  difhcult  to  examine  the 
birds  for  colour — and  where,  too,  the  long-legged 
ones  were  not  at  an  advantage — and  why  the 
Whites,  or  many  of  them,  were  penned  on  the 
bottom  row  and  in  a  rather  poor  light  for  colour. 
And  more  than  one  fancier  of  Sussex  could  not  see 
why  the  selling  classes  for  the  breed  were  where 
they  could  not  be  readily  found.  There  you  are  ! 
Others  there  may  have  been  ;  nevertheless  it  was 
simply  and  solely  a  matter  of  allocating  certain 
species  to  certain  rooms  and  then  getting  ihe  num- 
bers to  run  as  consecutively  as  possible.  The 
Agricultural  Hall  at  Islington  is  not  the  most  ideal 
building  for  a  poultry  show  ;  but  let  me  repeat 
this — the  Stewards  did  their  very  best  in  the 
circumstances.  Pride  of  place  cannot  be  given  to 
any  breed ;  and  the  sooner  the  fanciers  of  the 
popular  kinds  recognise  this  the  better. 

Most  of  us  look  on  Haywards  Heath  as  a  kind  of 
preliminary  canter  for  the  Dairy — a  winner  at  the 
one  is  good  enough  to  score  at  the  other.    In  some 
cases  this  proved  to  be  so,  but  in  others  the  reverse 
was  the  result,  and  I  saw  more  than  one  Haywards 
Heath  winner  hopelessly  out  of  it  at  Islington,  and 
vet  there  was  a  difference  of  well  under  three  weeks 
between  the  two  events.    One  of  the  most  amusing 
instances  of  a  win  at  the  Sussex  fixture  being 
repeated  at  the  Dairy  was  in  Jubilee  Orpington 
cockerels.    This  bird  scored  at  the  former  show  the 
first  prize  in  the  £1  selling  class  for  Sussex  fowls, 
as  a  speckled  ;  it  was  claimed  there,  at  catalogue 
price  I  believe,  and  was  an  eas}-  winner  as  a  Jubilee 
Orpington  in  that  class  at  the  Dairy.    Much  has 
been  said  of  these  two  varieties,  that  the  newer  is 
none  other  than  the  old  Speckled  Sussex ;  and 
some  readers,  who  are  not  well  enough  up  in  the 
knowledge  of  fancy  fowls  to  distinguish  between 
breeds,  may  be  inclined  to  sa}-  that  this  proves  the 
statement.     But  it  is  not  so.     There  never  were 
two   more    ideal  birds   of  their   kind  than  the 
Speckled  Sussex  cockerel  which  won  first  prize  in 
the  open  class  at  Ha}  wards  Heath  and  the  bird 
which  scored  a  similar  award  in  the  selling  class  at 
that  event.    Of  course  the  latter  should  never  have 
been  placed  in  the  prize  list,  even  in  a  selling  class, 
as  a  Sussex,  since  the  cockerel  is  one  of  the  most 
ideal  Jubilee  Orpingtons — not  only  in  shortness  of 
back  and  legs  and  depth  of  body,  but  in  colours 
and  markings,  and  head  gear — that  has  ever  graced 
a  show  pen.    1  congratulated  the  purchaser  on  his 
find,"  since  there  are  few  cockerels  of  such  stamp 
going  the  rounds  this  season  ;  and  if  the  bird  holds 
up — his  jaunt  to  the  Dairy  may  have  brought  on  a 
moult — he  should  win  right  through  the  '"classics  " 
this  year. 


"  Better  Late  

The  Black  Orpington  Club  has  just  issued  its, 
shall  I  say,  year  book  for  19 12,  but  this  is  due  to  a 
combination  of  unavoidable  circumstances,  which, 
nevertheless,  could  have  been  prevented  had  there 
been  the  right  amount  of  grit  in  the  executive. 
The  publication  is  a  six  leaf  affair  within  a  slate- 
coloured  cover,  and  it  consists  of  a  list  of  the 


A  White  Wyandotte  Cockerel.  {Copyright. 
One  of  the  best  breeds  there  is  for  general  purposes.  The 
hens  are  good  layers,  especially  in  the  winter,  while  the 
edible  qualities  are  very  good. 

officers,  the  annual  report  and  balance  sheet,  and  a 
list  of  members ;  but  for  some  reason  there  is  no 
mention  of  the  club  judges  although  there  are  three 
blank  pages  in  the  pamphlet.  From  the  report  I 
see  that  the  membership  is  down  to  150,  for  while 
one  life  member  and  eleven  annual  members  joined, 
seventeen  members  resigned,  four  were  struck  off 


78 


THE    II.LUSTRATED    POULTRY    RECORD.       November,  1912. 


for  non-payment  of  subscriptions,  and  death 
claimed  one  member.  The  difficulty  of  collecting 
subscriptions  is  demonstrated  in  the  report — "not- 
withstanding numerous  applications  there  are  still 
twenty-three  subscriptions  unpaid  for  igio  and  no 
less  than  fifty-six  for  igii."  In  the  circumstances 
it  is  not  surprising  to  find  that  the  balance  in  the 
Secretary's  hand  is  so  low  as  £8  13s.  o|d.  How- 
ever, now  that  the  Black  Orpington  is  coming  to 
the  front  again  it  may  be  the  means  of  the  club 
having  a  better  time  this  year.  Mr.  W.  M.  Bell  is 
again  Hon.  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  since  Mr.  H. 
O'C.  Jones,  who  was  appointed  at  last  year's 
general  meeting  to  fill  those  offices,  has  gone 
abroad. 

Poultry  Club  Matters. 

It  may  be  news  to  some,  although  with  me  it 
was  a  foregone  conclusion,  that  the  Poultry  Club 
Show  will  not  be  held  early  in  January,  1913.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  committee,  held  at  the  Dairy  Show, 
the  matter  was  fully  discussed  and  it  was  resolved 
to  defer  the  fixture  until  the  latter  part  of  191 3, 
which  cannot  be  said  to  be  other  than  a  very  Avise 
move.  No  good  comes  of  rushing  things  through, 
and  assuredly  this  would  have  been  the  case  had 
the  committee  decided  to  continue  with  the  present 
idea.  An  exhibition  of  the  magnitude  that  the 
Poultry  Club  Show  should  be,  cannot  be  fixed  up 
in  a  few  weeks.  Personally  I  am  strongly  opposed 
to  such  a  venture,  not  only  because  the  others  have 
proved  utter  failures,  but  because  there  is  no  need 
and  no  room  for  it.  The  mission  of  the  Poultry 
Club  is  not  to  run  a  show  but  to  see  that  those  who 
do  so  conduct  their  events  on  proper  lines. 

As  far  as  the  constitution  of  the  council,  or  more 
strictly,  the  vice  presidents,  the  recent  Poultry  Club 
election  has  proved  a  big  expense  for  nothing,  since 
in  all  cases  the  retiring  officers  have  been  re-elected. 
There  is,  of  course,  a  change  of  President  and 
Secretary.  The  late  Secretary  retired,  was  nomi- 
nated as  President,  and  naturally  got  the  votes, 
while  an  old  and  tried  hand  was  nominated  as 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  and  proved  better  than  the 
several  other  aspirants  for  that  post.  But  since 
both  had  been  sitting  on  the  council  for  some 
years,  and  the  retiring  president,  who  was  also  a 
past  president,  will  still  retain  a  seat  there  is 
practically  no  change.  Hence  those  who  say  that 
things  have  not  been  as  they  should  have  been 
during  the  past  year  or  so  tvill  be  pleased  !  It  is 
worth  noting  in  connection  with  the  recent  election 
that  some  1,467  voting  papers  were  issued,  but  so 
impassive  remains  the  ordinary  member  that  only 
543  (roughly  calculated  just  over  a  third)  were 
returned,  and  of  them  ten  had  to  be  counted  out. 
Is  it  a  sign  that  the  club  is  on  the  downward  grade  ? 
Some  think  so  ;  but  it  was  ever  thus  in  the  Fancy 
when  elections  were  on. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  club  at  the 
Dairy  Show  was  a  good  draw  :  there  appeared  to 
be  a  larger  attendance  than  usual.    But  a  most 


attractive  agenda  paper  had  been  issued,  such  a 
one  that  must  stand  out  in  the  annals  of  fanciers 
clubs- — or  any  other  bodies  for  the  matter  of  that — 
and  certainly  in  those  of  the  Poultry  Club  itself. 
The  usual  items  were  nicely  rushed  through— I 
always  think  it  a  pity  to  go  over  those  dry-as-dust 
items  that  all  must  know  since  they  are  circulated 
in  cold  print  some  time  beforehand — and  then  the 
meeting  got  to  business.  There  was  plenty  of 
"  talkee-talkee  "  and  little  real  business  done  after 
all,  and  ere  the  middle  of  the  agenda  was  reached 
the  meeting  v^as  adjourned  to  the  Palace  Show 
this  month. 


November  Shows. 

So  far  well  over  sixty  shows  are  announced  to  be 
held  during  the  present  month,  and  ere  these  notes 
appear  other  events  will  probably  be  fixed  for 
November.     Hadleigh,  Suffolk,  is  announced  for 
to-day  and  this  is  followed  by  Seaton  Terrace 
(Northumberland),  Woodville  (Derbyshire),  New 
Mills  (Cheshire),  and  Kirkcudbright  (N.B.)  on  the 
2nd.     Bodmin  (Cornwall),  Wilmslow  (Cheshire), 
Hassock  (Sussex),  and  Fareham  (Hants)  will  take 
place  on  the  6th,  while  on  the  6th  and  7th  there 
are  Morecambe  (Lanes),  Woolston  (Hants),  and 
Maidenhead  (Berks),  and  these  will  clash  with 
Neath  (Glamorganshire),  Appleby  (Westmorland), 
Thornbury  (Gloster),  Baslow  (Derby),  and  Spalding 
(Lincolnshire),  all  of  which  are  fixed  for  the  7th. 
In  the  following  week  there  will  be  the  Grand 
International  at  the  Crystal  Palace  on  the  12th, 
13th,  and  14th,  and  which  with  its  591  classes  for 
poultry  is  by  far  the  greatest  show  of  the  year. 
On  the  same  days  there  will  be  exhibitions  at 
Dartmouth  and  Haverfordwest,  on  the  12th  ;  Fly- 
ingdales  (Yorks),  13th;  Tisbury  (Wilts),  13th  and 
14th;  and  Swansea  (Glamorgan),  Merthyr  (Glam- 
organ) and  Windermere   (Westmorland),  on  the 
14th ;   the  week  closing  with  Wisbech  (Cambs). 
Enfield  (Middlesex),  Kelty  (N.B.)  23rd;  and  Belper 
(Derby),  Northampton,  Hadleigh  (Essex),  Amble- 
side   (Westmorland),    Cirencester  (Gloster),  and 
Leatherhead  (Surrey)  are  down  for  the  20th,  Cradley 
Heath  and  Wolverhampton  for  the  20th,  and  21st, 
Darley  Dale  (Derby),  Ammanford  (Carmarthen), 
Resolnen  (Glamorgan),  Bonsai  1  (Derby)  and  They- 
don   Bois   (Essex)   21st,  and  Consett  (Durham), 
Cockermouth  (Cumberland),  Hinckle}^  (Leicester), 
Longridge   (Preston)  and  Castle  Douglas  (N.B.) 
23rd.    Lord  Tredegar's  show  at  Newport  (Mon- 
mouth), and  Ulverstone  (Lanes),  are  booked  for  the 
26th,  Chelmsford  (Essex),  for  the  26th  and  27th, 
Horsham  (Sussex),  and  Paignton  (Devon)  27th, 
Portsmouth  (Hants),  Wandsworth  (London,  S.W.), 
and  Bristol  (Gloucester)  27th  and  28th,  Chippen- 
ham (Wilts)  28th  and  29th,  v-ith  the  great  Birming- 
ham event  (the  grandmother  of  poultry  shows,  as  it 
has  been  termed)  opening  on  the  30th  inst.  and 
closing  on  December  5th,  and  providing  253  classes 
for  poultry  and  eggs. 
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EXPERIMENTAL  POULTRY-KEEPING  AT  KING'S  LANGLEY. 


T7OR  something"  like  a  dozen  years,  Mr.  T.  W. 

Toovey  has  been  known  for  his  poultry 
establishment  at  King's  Langley,  Herts.  A  miller 
and  corn  merchant  with  a  large  business  he  has 
distinct  advantages,  especially  in  relation  to  food 
stuffs.  Yet  he  has  found  time  for  poultry-breeding 
on  an  extensive  scale,  and  has  found  it  profitable, 
although  he  freely  admits  that  had  he  devoted  the 
same  attention  in  other  directions  he  might  have 
made  more  money.  That,  however,  does  not  affect 
the  question,  nor  yet  weaken  the  force  of  his 
example.  Perhaps,  also,  had  Mr.  Toovey  been  less 
ready  to  test  new  methods  on  a  large  scale  he 
might  have  reaped  larger  profits,  for  it  is  nothing 


been  given  previously  (see  Illustrated  Poultry 
Record,  January,  1910). 

Intensiveness  of  production  is  probably  a  necessity, 
but  there  are  vast  differences  as  to  how  it  is  carried 
out,  and  it  may  be  conducted  on  more  or  less 
extensive  lines.  To  apply  back-yard  or  bird-cage" 
methods  of  poultry-keeping  on  a  farm  appears  to 
be  foolish  in  the  extreme.  Mr.  Toovey's  aim 
seems  to  find  the  relationship  of  cultivation  with 
poultry-keeping,  and  at  the  same  time,  in  what 
direction  he  can  profitably  apply  intensification. 
Hence  the  experiments  are  of  considerable  interest, 
and  may  help  in  solving  problems  of  importance  to 
the  industry  at  large. 


One  of  the  Large  Laying  Houses  at  King's  Langley,  with  the  shutters  closed.  \_Coi>yrighi 


to  him  to  scrap  hundreds  of  pounds  worth  of 
appliances  if  he  thinks  better  are  obtainable.  This 
spirit  is  praiseworthy.  Pioneering  is  usually  costlv. 
Only  those  with  capital,  and  who  combine  the  more 
profitable  branches,  that  is,  sale  of  stock  birds,  eggs 
for  hatching,  and  day-old  chickens,  can  afford  it. 
But  it  is  of  great  value  to  others. 

Our  present  purpose  is  to  deal  with  the  later 
developments  at  the  Langley  and  Well  Farms,  as 
these  are  specially  interesting,  some  of  which  are 
reproduced  in  the  accompanying  photographs.  A 
general  description  is  not  attempted,  as  that  has 


What  is  known  as  the  Philo  System  of  housing 
has  a  fascination  all  its  own.  It  is  being  boomed 
in  this  country  as  well  as  in  America.  That, 
however,  is  not  new.  Years  ago  Major  Morant 
advocated  a  similar  system,  which,  however, 
although  the  cages  were  removed  regularly  on  to 
fresh  ground,  did  not  prove  financially  successful. 
Our  first  photograph  shows  a  range  of  modified 
Philo  houses,  now  surrounded  by  large  runs. 
More  need  not  be  said  than  that  Mr.  Toovey  has 
abandoned  the  "bird-cage"  method  as  it  was  a 
failure. 
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Some  distance-  from  the  Langle}'  I'arm,  near  the 
main  line  of  the  London  and  North-Western 
Railway  Co.,  is  a  long  narrow  held  of  nearly  20 
acres.  At  one  time  this  was  occupied  by 
small  houses  and  pens,  which  have  since  been 
scrapped.  In  place  of  these  have  been  built 
a  series  of  fifteen  large  30ft.  by  20ft.  houses, 
to  each  of  which  is  allocated  an  acre  of 
land,  divided  into  two  parts  for  alternative  occupa- 
tion. The  type  of  house  is  shown  in  our  second 
photograph.  These  houses  are  well  built,  are  lofty 
and  well  ventilated.  In  front  are  large  windows 
with  netting  above,  which  latter  can  be  covered  by 
sliding  shutters  in  winter  if  that  is  thought 
desirable,  and  the  solid  door  can  be  replaced  in 


f 
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Shelf  Fireless  Brooders 

summer  by  one  of  netting.  Under  the  fixed  sloping 
boards  is  netting  which  is  never  covered.  The 
floor  is  cement,  covered  thickly  with  road  scrapings 
and  chaff  above  to  provide  a  scratching  litter. 
This  is  spaded  over  frequently  and  renewed  about 
once  a  month.  The  perches  are  at  the  back,  and 
drop  boards  are  not  used  as  Mr.  Toovey  does  not 
like  them.  Here  soft  food  is  fed  in  the  afternoon. 
On  the  high  ground  at  Well  Farm,  where  the  birds 
are  very  exposed,  that  is  given  in  the  morning.  In 
each  of  these  houses  150  birds  are  kept,  allowing 
4  sq.  ft.  of  floor  space  for  each.  A  very  suggestive 
and  striking  fact  is  that  although  the  inmates  have 
half-an-acre  of  grass  land  to  run  over  they  hardly 
come   out   of   the   house.      Although  it  was  a 


beautiful  autumn  day  when  our  visit  was  paid,  not 
a  single  one  of  the  more  than  2,000  hens  in  this 
.field  were  out  in  the  runs. 

At  W^ell  Farm,  nearly  three  miles  away,  a  totally 
different  system  is  found.  This  is  on  arable  land 
at  a  high  elevation  and  exposed  to  "  a'  the  airts 
the  wind  can  blaw."  Here  we  find  the  colony 
system,  as  the  land  is  arable.  That  allocated  to 
the  poultry  is  occupied  wholly  by  them  for  one 
year,  after  which  it  is  cultivated  for  four  or  five 
years.  The  influence  upon  the  crops  has  been  very 
great  indeed.  At  first  larger  houses  were  used,  but 
it  was  found  that  the  fowls  crowded  a  few  of  them, 
and  that  they  blew  over  when  strong  winds 
prevailed.     Now  a  small  house  is  used  holding 


on  Mr.  Toovey's  Farm.  {Copyright. 

about  a  dozen,  as  shown  in  the  photograph. 
These  are  grouped  in  lots  of  fourteen,  seven  in  a 
row.  The  first  two  at  each  end  are  chained 
together  against  the  winds.  Within  the  rows 
are  placed  laying  boxes,  and  in  the  runs  are 
shelter  sheds  as  in  No.  5.  Here  the  hens  are 
outside  all  the  time.  It  is  evident  that  size  of 
house  influences  habit.  It  is  stated  that  egg- 
production  is  fairly  equal  under  both  systems,  from 
which  it  would  appear  that  method  must  be 
adapted  to  environment. 

x\s  already  indicated,  Mr.  Toovey  has  a  strong 
penchant  for  intensive  methods,  strong  evidences  of 
which  are  seen  in  methods  of  rearing  at  Langley. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  he  has  not  a  single 
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incubator  on  the  place,  and  all  hatching  is  done  by 
hens,  for  which  in  one  shed  he  has  accommodation 
for  175  setters,  which  is  being  extended  to  200. 
On  the  other  hand  the  rearing  is  entirely  artificial. 

Here  the  fireless  brooder  has  proved  an  un- 
doubted success  for  nine  months  of  the  year,  and 
one  of  our  views  shows  forty  of  these  machines  (the 
Meech)  in  a  single  field.  Both  Mr.'  Toovey  and  his 
chief  man  declare  that  the  mortality  is  less,  the 
vigour  of  the  chicks  greater,  and  the  labour  much 
reduced  than  when  heated  brooders  were  employed. 
Certainly  the  birds  looked  healthy  in  the  extreme 
and  quite  contented  with  their  quarters,  whilst 
the  feathering  was  natural  and  even.  It  is  import- 
ant to  note  that  the  brooders  are  removed  daily  on 
to  fresh  ground,  and  much  of  the  success  achieved 
may  be  attributed  to  that,  although  it  is  against 
the  advice  of  Mr.  Philo.  The  reason  why  these 
brooders  have  not  proved  so  successful  in  winter  is 
not  a  question  of  temperature,  but  of  dampness. 
That  may  be  special  to  our  climate,  but  it  is  an 
important  point. 

Another  method  of  rearing  is  being  tried,  namely, 
on  shelves,  as  shown  on  previous  page,  which  repre- 


sents half  the  range.  This  differs  distinctly  from 
other  places  we  have  seen,  where  the  cages  were  in 
closed  houses.  Here  they  are  in  open  fronted  sheds, 
so  that  ventilation  is  abundant.  Each  compart- 
ment, holding  about  30  to  40  birds  at  first,  to  be 
thinned  out  as  they  grow,  has  less  than  half  the 
front  close-boarded,  the  rest  being  barred,  and  as 
there  are  no  partitions  inside  there  is  a  free 
circulation  of  air.  These  are  mainly  used  for 
rearing  chicks  to  be  fatted,  as  a  large  business  is 
done  in  table  poultry,  but  a  trial  is  being  made  to 
see  whether  layers  can  be  successfully  grown  under 
these  conditions.  It  is  too  early  to  express  an 
opinion  as  to  the  system,  and  the  final  results  after 
prolonged  trial  cannot  fail  to  be  of  great  interest. 
As  shown  in  the  illustration  there  are  two  shelves. 
Cleanliness  and  careful  feeding  are  found  to  be 
essential,  as  might  be  anticipated. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  Mr.  Toovey  is  firmly 
of  opinion  that  breeding  and  laying  birds  must 
have  natural  conditions,  and  that  it  would  be 
unwise  to  use  eggs  from  birds  kept  in  very  small 
runs  for  hatching  purposes  whether  the  method  of 
rearing  be  intensive  or  not. 


THE   DAIRY  SHOW   OF  1912. 


npHAT  the  "Dairy"  is  as  popular  as  ever  goes 
beyond  saying,  and  at  last  month's  event — 
held  on  October  8th,  gth,  loth  and  nth — there 
were  3,330  entries  in  the  poultry  section,  thirty 
more  than  at  last  year's  show  and  only  seventeen 
below  the  record  entry  of  1906.  As  usual  the  live 
poultry  classes  were  opened  by  those  for  breeding- 
pens  and  they  attracted  quite  a  nice  entry,  that 
for  Plymouth  Rocks,  Orpingtons  or  Wyandottes 
being  the  strongest  with  seventeen,  a  fine  quartette 
of  Partridge  Wyandottes  gaining  the  silver  medal. 
Dorkings  showed  a  most  satisfactory  increase,  there 
being  no  less  than  twenty-one  more  than  at  last 
year's  exhibition,  while  quality,  particularly  in 
Dark  or  Coloured,  was  very  high.  There  has  been 
a  stronger  entry  of  Modern  Langshans,  but  seldom 
have  there  been  better  Blacks,  although  the  Blues, 
of  which  there  were  only  four,  were  decidedly  dis- 
appointing. The  Croad  Langshans  far  outnumbered 
the  others  and  some  splendid  specimens  of  the  old 
type  were  staged. 

Brahmas  were  not  very  strong,  numerically,  and 
it  was  disappointing  to  find  the  class  for  Dark 
cockerels  cancelled.  Nevertheless,  there  w'ere  no 
better  birds  in  the  show,  and  none  in  finer  condition. 
Cochins,  again,  had  a  cancelled  class,  this  for  Buff 
or  Partridge  cockerels  ;  and,  as  a  whole,  the  quality 
was  hardly  up  to  the  usual  for  the  Dairy,  while 
numbers  were  decidedly  down.  On  getting  to  the 
Minorcas,  however,  the  visitor  found  much  to 
attract  his  attention,  and  it  is  questionable  if  a  finer 
display  has  ever  been  seen,  both  the  cockerels  and 
pullets  being  of  a  very  high  class,  and  with  little 
between  the  winners.  Houdans,  too,  were  a  good 
level  lot,  and  the  medal  winning  cockerel  will 


take  some  stopping.  An  excellent  entry  of 
Faverolles  turned  up,  and  although  the  Salmon 
outnumbered  the  more  recently  made  White 
this  latter  variety  is  not  to  be  despised,  in  fact  it  is 
a  most  charming  one  for  the  lover  of  beautiful 
fowls.  The  Campines  were  proof  that  there  is 
something  tangible  in  the  present  boom  ;  indeed,  a 
finer  collection  has  never  been  seen  at  a  show.  The 
one  class  for  Polands  produced  thirteen  entries,  a 
charming  White-crested  Black  pullet  gaining  first 
prize  and  a  finely  laced  and  large  crested  Chamois 
pullet  being  second.  Hamburghs  had  two  (pen- 
cilled) of  their  six  classes  cancelled,  and  there  was 
not  a  strong  entry  in  the  others :  nevertheless 
quality  ran  high. 

Modern  Game  were  merely  a  shadow  of  former 
days  as  regards  classification  and  quality,  and  the 
class  for  any  other  colour  pullets  was  cancelled. 
Old  English  Ciame  were  about  up  to  the  average, 
the  strongest  class  being  that  for  any  other  colour 
pullets.  There  was  only  a  poor  entry  of  Black 
Sumatra  Game,  and  the  quality  was  not  as  good  as 
has  been  seen  in  this  breed  at  the  Dairy.  There  is 
a  craze  for  reach  in  Malays  to  such  an  extent  that 
many  of  the  characteristics  of  this  "  beautiful  ugly  " 
breed  are  being  lost,  lack  of  the  necessary  curves 
and  heavy  brows  being  particularly  noticeable. 
Indian  Game,  on  the  other  hand,  were  well  up  to 
standard  requirements,  and  the  winning  pullet, 
which  gained  the  medal,  was  a  beautiful  model. 
There  were  two  strong  classes  of  Andalusians,  with 
quality  particularly  high  as  a  whole.  Leghorns 
were  not  so  numerous  as  usual,  in  fact  there  were 
only  three  of  the  fourteen  classes  with  more  than 
twelve  entries.    Quality  was  highest  in  the  White 
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cockerels,  and  the  winner  was  as  near  perfection  as 
it  is  possible  to  breed  a  fowl.  Plymouth  Rocks, 
and  particularly  the  two  classes  for  Barred,  were 
very  numerous.  In  this  variety,  type  appears  to 
have  been  sacrificed  to  colour  and  barring,  and  it 
would  be  well  if  breeders  turned  their  attention  to 
the  correct  Plymouth  Rock  shape.  The  Buff  and 
White  were  much  better  in  this  respect,  and  in  size, 
too,  while  nothing  was  lacking  in  colour. 

The  entries  of  Wyandottes  were  hardly  as  good 
as  they  have  been,  and  the  quality  was  somewhat 
mixed.  The  Laced  varieties  were  undoubtedly  the 
best  of  all,  and  the  Gold  cockerel — which  easily 
won  the  medal — as  well  as  the  two  wirming 
Silvers  were  indeed  champions  ;  in  fact,  on  the 
whole,  it  is  questionable  if  a  finer  lot  of  this  latter 
colour  has  ever  been  staged  at  the  Dairy.  The 
Whites  were  again  a  special  feature,  there  being  no 
less  than  loi  in  the  two  classes,  and  the  judge  was 
not  to  be  envied  in  his  task  of  "  sorting  them  out." 
Blacks  were  of  splendid  colour,  but  type  was  lack- 
ing, while  the  leg  colour  of  the  pullets  was  not 
very  good.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  entries  of 
Partridges,  but  although  the  quality  Avas  fairly 
level,  there  were  many  birds  which  showed  better 
than  they  handled  ;  in  fact,  the  judge  stated  that 
the  best  of  them  fell  short  of  being  real  "  top 
sawyers."  The  Silver  Pencilled  cockerels  were 
better  than  the  pullets  ;  but  the  Columbians  were 
particularly  pleasing,  and  the  winning  pullet  was 
as  near  as  possible  to  the  ideal  of  the  pure  white 
body  with  sound  hackle  marking  and  well-laced 
tail.  The  Blues  were  a  mixed  lot,  and  although 
the  cockerels  showed  more  improvement  than  the 
pullets,  the  variety  has  "a  long  way  to  go"  ere  it 
can  be  called  a  satisfactory  one.  The  Spangled  are 
coming  ahead,  but  the  winner — there  was  only  one 
class,  for  cockerel  or  pullet — was  protested  against 
on  the  score  of  age.  The  any  other  colour  classes 
contained  some  choice  Buffs,  but  Buff  Laced  and 
Blue  Laced,  as  well  as  some  other  new  varieties, 
were  conspicuous  by  their  absence. 

There  was  a  decided  falling  off  in  the  Orpington 
classes,  the  total  for  the  fourteen  being  332,  as 
against  377  in  the  ten  classes  last  year.  Blacks 
were  down  from  84  to  53,  but  the  quality  was 
splendid,  both  the  winning  cockerel  and  pullet 
being  about  perfection.  Whites  were  reduced  from 
148  to  121  ;  the  cockerels  as  a  whole  were  short  of 
the  usual  Dairy  standard,  but  the  pullets  were  a 
much  better  lot  for  quality.  There  were  only  80 
Buffs  as  against  112  last  year,  nevertheless  nothing 
was  lacking  as  regards  general  excellence,  although 
the  winning  pullet  was  somewhat  of  a  chicken  for 
premier  award  at  such  an  important  fixture.  There 
have  been  better  Jubilees  than  those  at  last  month's 
show,  and  the  cockerels  all  round  are  not  very 
strong  this  season,  although  the  winner  was  an 
ideal  bird  and  easily  headed  his  class.  The 
Spangled  were  rather  better,  and  true  Orpington 
stamp  was  noticeable,  particularly  in  the 
pullets.  Blues  were  numerous  and  good,  but  the 
awards  did  not  please  all,  although  it  never  does 


any  harm  to  vary  them  at  times.  The  Cuckoos 
were  poor  both  numerically  and  otherwise,  and  it 
would  be  a  good  thing  for  the  variety  if  it  were 
re -christened  the  Barred  ;  at  present  the  colour  is 
somewhat  sickly,  and  reminds  one  too  forcibly  of  a 
weedy  Pl3'raouth  Rock  to  commend  it  to  many 
fanciers. 

Rhode  Island  Reds — why  will  "  the  powers  that 
be"  insist  on  using  the  prefix  British? — came  up 
very  well  indeed,  and  the  entries  in  the  two  new 
classes  for  Rosecombs  should  guarantee  them  a 
place  in  next  year's  schedule.  It  cannot  be  said 
that  much  improvement  has  been  made  in  the 
colour,  which  in  too  many  birds  resembled  a  dark 
laced  red,  while  breeders  would  be  well  advised  to 
pay  rather  more  attention  to  head  points,  and 
especially  to  the  colour  of  the  lobes.  The  Sussex 
made  an  excellent  display,  in  fact  as  a  collection 
of  the  three  varieties  fostered  by  the  Sussex  Poultry 
Club,  there  has  never  been  one  to  equal  it.  The 
Reds  held  their  own  well,  while  the  Lights  were  a 
decided  advance  on  last  year's  quality,  and  the 
Speckled  are  Sussex  fowls  in  all  points,  the  winning 
pullet,  which  scored  three  spe^^ials  and  two  for  the 
best  bird  of  either  sex,  being  a  perfect  specimen. 
The  three  classes  for  Anconas  were  not  verv 
encouraging,  numerically,  but  the  quality  was 
high,  the  winners  being  an  excellent  lot.  Silkies, 
too,  were  not  numerous,  but  they  were  up  to  the 
usual  Dairy  standard  ;  and  the  same  may  be  said  of 
the  Yokohamas,  the  class  for  males  being  a  very 
weak  one.  One  of  the  two  Any  Other  Variety 
classes,  and  that  for  pullets,  was  cancelled,  and 
nothing  interesting  turned  up  in  the  one  that  stood. 
The  selling  classes  made  a  show  by  themselves, 
and  some  satisfactory  bargains  were  picked  up  at 
the  auction  sales,  many  of  the  birds  realising  much 
more  than  catalogue  prices. 

Bantams  were  both  numerous  and  good,  and 
throughout  the  section  the  classes  were  for  birds  of 
any  age.  Pile  Modern  Game  were  particularly 
strong,  w^hile  there  was  a  fine  display  of  Spangle 
Old  English  Game,  and  some  charming  Rosecombs, 
Pekins,  Sebrights,  Japanese,  and  Scotch  Greys  were 
exhibited.  The  Waterfowl  section  was  a  most 
interesting  one,  and  not  only  were  the  entries 
strong  but  the  quality  was  high,  many  noted 
winners  of  the  season  being  present.  Pekins  were 
the  only  two  classes  that  had  to  be  cancelled, 
which  is  to  be  regretted,  since  it  is  a  handsome 
and  useful  breed.  Aylesburys  were  good,  although 
hardly  up  to  the  usual  form  perhaps.  Rouen  came 
up  well,  while  the  Orpingtons  (Buff  as  well  as 
Blue)  had  a  splendid  entry,  and  the  Indian  Runners 
formed  a  show  in  themselves.  Geese  were  well 
filled  classes,  and  especially  the  Embden,  but  the 
medal  went  to  a  Toulouse.  The  class  for  White 
Turkey  hens  was  cancelled,  but  there  was  a  nice 
display  of  cocks,  which  show  decided  improve- 
ment. The  Bronze  were  very  strong,  there  being 
sixty-three  in  the  four  classes,  and  many  of  the 
young  birds  were  w^ell  grown  and  showed  much 
promise,  W.  W,  B. 
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TABLE  POULTRY  AT  THE  DAIRY 
SHOW. 

T^HERE  was  a  decided  improvement  in  this  section 
as  compared  with  last  year's  display,  both  nu- 
merically and  in  respect  of  quality.  There  were  those 
who  complained  of  a  lack  of  evenness  in  some 
classes,  but  outside  the  Sussex  fattening  districts, 
where  there  is  a  common  standard,  such  an  ideal  as 
a  near  approximation  to  a  general  level  of  size, 
quality,  and  finish  is  almost  unattainable.  There 
^^•ere  of  course — as  there  will  be  until  weights  are 
limited  by  rules — birds  of  almost  abnormal  propor- 
tions, but  however  much  one  may  dissent  from 
those  who  lavish  praise  without  discrimination,  it 
is  impossible  to 
avoid  a  due  recog- 
nition of  the  skill 
employed  inbreed- 
i  n  g,  rearing, 
fattening,  and 
preparing  some  of 
the  heavy-weight 
specimens  seen  at 
Islington.  They 
are  not  good  exam- 
ples of  commercial 
production,  but  as 
mere  exhibits  they 
are  excellent.  The 
trouble  is  that  all 
the  visitors  do  not 
know  the  differ- 
ence, and  more 
normal  birds  suffer 
by  an  ignorant 
comparison.  The 
exhibits  sent  by 
the  Marchioness  of 
Londonderry  made 
a  fine  display,  and 
undoubtedly  re- 
flected great  credit 
upon  that  well- 
known  fatten er, 
Mr.  Mothersele, 

who  was  responsible  for  their  production.  That 
they  gained  the  gold  medal,  three  silver  medals, 
and  other  prizes  and  cards  was  the  just  reward  of 
achievement — in  accordance  with  a  prevailing  ideal. 
But  such  a  display  must  not  overawe  us,  or  be 
allowed  to  obscure  the  sense  of  proportion.  It 
must  always  be  remembered  that,  under  existing 
conditions  of  exhibition,  the  opportunities  of 
exhibitors  are  ver}-  unequal.  It  is  true  that  at  the 
Dairy  Show  there  are  special  classes  confined  to 
farmers  and  cottagers  ;  these  are  all  very  well  as 
far  as  they  go,  but  they  by  no  means  exhaust  the 
possibilities  in  desirable  and  useful  classification. 
Having  cleared  the  ground  to  that  extent,  it  is  time 
to  get  do\\n  to  particulars. 

An  important  change  in  the  classification  substi- 
tuted two  Orpington  classes  for  those  previously 


Isfc  Prize  and  Silver  Medal 
Game-Dorking  Cockerels. 


Exhibited  by  the 
Marchioness  of  Londonderry 


provided  for  Dorkings.  The  change  was  timely 
and  justified.  The  new  classes  filled  very  well. 
In  that  for  cockerels  a  couple  of  Whites  gained  first 
prize  for  Mr.  F.  H.  Wheeler,  his  birds  being  of  good 
size  and  evenly  matched  ;  Mr.  W.  A.  Smith's  couple 
of  Buffs,  placed  second,  were  large  but  rather 
unequal  ;  and  Mr.  T.  Moss  was  third  with  very  fair 
quality  Buffs.  In  a  nice  collection  of  pullets,  Mr. 
W.  A.  Smith's  well-fattened  couple  won  the  silver 
medal ;  Messrs.  J.  Adams'  and  G.  F.  Buckle's 
exhibits  being  second  and  third  respecti\'ely. 
Sussex  fowls  were  well  represented  in  both  classes, 
and  in  that  for  cockerels  the  Marchioness  of 
Londonderrv  was  awarded  first  and  second  prizes 
for  birds  of  the  Speckled  variety — the  first  couple 

(gold  and  silver 
medals)  being  re- 
markable for  size, 
colour,  texture  of 
flesh,  and  appear- 
ance ;  the  third 
prize  went  to  Mr. 
\\'heeler's  Reds — 
rather  stubby.  In 
pullets  Mr.  E.  G. 
Grant  gained  first 
and  second  prizes, 
both  couples  being 
white  in  colour  and 
of  good  size  ;  Mr. 
John  Adams  was 
third,  also  with 
birds  of  good  colour 
and  finish.  The 
A.O.  V.  classes  were 
mostly  filled  with 
the  deposed  Dor- 
kings, and  as  a 
whole  the  exhibits 
were  excellent;  Mr. 
W.  H.  Edwards' 
first  prize  cocker- 
els and  Mrs. 
Furney's  first  prize 
pullets  exhibiting 
a  good  breast  de- 
velopment and  depth  of  carcase. 

The  cross-bred  classes  claimed  particular  atten- 
tion, being  well  filled  and  for  the  most  part  with 
birds  of  size  and  quality  combmed.  It  was  in  this 
division  that  the  Marchioness  of  Londonderry  was 
especially  successful  with  a  string  of  Game-Dork- 
ings, which  in  the  cockerel  class  gained  the  silver 
medal,  and  the  first,  second,  third,  and  reserve  ; 
in  pullets  the  second,  third,  and  reserve — to  the 
Earl  of  Plymouth's  first  prize  Indian  Game-Dork- 
ings. Two  first  prizes,  a  second  and  a  third,  went 
to  Mr.  E.  G.  Grant,  who  favours  the  Dorking- Red 
Sussex  cross  and  turns  out  birds  of  excellent  qualitv, 
colour,  and  size.  Other  successful  exhibitors  were 
Mr.  H.  J.  Tennant,  M.P.,  with  a  Faverolles- Wyan- 
dotte cross ;  and  Lord  Rothschild  with  a  Red 
Sussex-Orpington   cross.     The  waterfowl  classes 


Table  Chickens  at  the  Dairy  Show. 

1st  Priz3  Indian  Game-Dorking 
Pullets. 


Exhibited  by  the 
Earl  of  Plymouth. 
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were  decidedly  unequal  and  the  ducks  generally 
poor  and  few,  with  the  exception  of  the  Pekins, 
which  won  the  silver  medal  and  first  and  second 
prizes  for  Mr.  Stephen  Deacon,  both  couples  being 
of  exceptional  size  and  quality.  The  gosling  class 
was  better  than  the  foregoing,  although  very  mixed. 
The  couple  of  Embden-Toulouse  that  gave  the 
first  prize  to  Mr.  Tennant  were  well  placed  in  the 
premier  position,  and  Mrs.  A.  Edwards'  second  and 
third  prize  winners  were  well  grown  and  well 
prepared. 

Jn  the  comparatively  large,  but  miscellaneous, 
special  classes  for  unfattened  fowls  there  was  plenty 
of  room  for  improvement  as  regards  many  of  the 
exhibits,  although  in  several  instances  the  exhibitors 
displayed  skill  in 
rearing  and  pre- 
paration. The  best 
couple  of  both 
cockerels  and  pull- 
ets gained  the  first 
prize  in  their  re- 
spective classes  and 
in  the  former  the 
silver  medal  as 
well,  for  Mrs.  S. 
Hay  ward,  the  birds 
in  each  instance 
being  in  good  table 
condition  in  res- 
pect of  size,  quality 
and  development. 
Prizes  in  these 
classes  also  went 
to  Messrs.  T.  Moss, 
A.  J.  Snoolc,  S. 
F.  Buckle,  and  A. 
J.  Clarke.  The 
unfattened  ducks 
were  less  success- 
ful, except  for  Mr. 
W.  E.  Readings' 
exhibits — of  good 
colour,  size,  and 
finish — which  were 

placed  first  and  second.  These  birds  were  in  each 
case  Aylesburys,  as  also  were  Mr.  Owen  White's 
third  prize  couple. 


Chickens  and  Ducks 

Champion  Sussex  Cockerels 
(Gold  and  2  Silver  Medals). 
Exhibited  by  the 
Marchioness  of  Londonderry. 


ROTATION    OF  PRODUCTION. 
(NOVEMBER.) 

By  J.  W.  Hurst. 

Fowls. 

This  is  the  egg  producer's  season  of  promise 
wherein  he  looks  to  his  pullets  to  fulfil  his  expecta- 
tion, and  the  efforts  of  management  must  be 
proportionate  to  the  exigencies  of  the  period,  but 
given  good  birds  and  condition  the  response  to 
suitable  treatment  should  be  satisfactory.  Housing 
and  feeding  are  the  main  considerations,  and  are 


in  a  manner  complementary  one  to  the  other. 
With  the  proper  protection  afforded  by  good  shed 
accommodation  the  cost  of  feeding  is  minimised. 
The  scratching  floor  affords  that  opportunity  for 
feeding  that  provides  an  incentive  to  exercise,  and 
the  well-nourished,  active  bird  thrives  in  the 
partially  open-fronted  roost.  Overcrowding  and 
the  bad  ventilation  of  closed  houses  are  particularly 
liable  to  cause  trouble  at  this  season.  Chills  and 
colds  result  from  overheating  and  confinement  in  a 
vitiated  atmosphere  rather  than  from  external 
conditions,  and  health  is  the  first  requirement  of 
production.  Especial  care  is  necessary  in  the 
management  of  autumn  and  winter  chicken,  and 
the  fact  that  grass  is  more  or  less  wet  at  this  season, 

and  generally  fros- 
ty in  the  early 
morning,  is  suffici- 
ent to  render  it  un- 
suitable for  young 
chickens  until  the 
sun  has  evaporated 
the  excess  of  moist- 
ture.  Under  the  best 
housing  conditions, 
chickens  running 
straight  out  on  wet 
grass  in  the  early 
morning  are  liable 
to  contract  avoid- 
able disorders,  and 
there  is  consider- 
able use  for  mov- 
able outer  runs 
until  full  liberty  is 
advisable.  For 
some  purposes 
breeding  pens 
should  be  mated  up 
at  the  Dairy  Show.  allowing  sufficient 

1st  Prize  and  Silver  Medal         ^^^^  f^^  ^he  birds  to 

settle  down  before 
Exhibited  by  their    eggs  are 

Mr.  Stephen  Deacon.  wanted  for  setting. 

The  usual  extreme 
difference  between  the  day  and  night  temperature 
adds  to  the  difficulties  of  working  brooders  at 
this  season,  and  there  is  much  danger  of  getting 
a  stuffy  night  atmosphere  unless  ample  ventilation 
is  provided. 

Ducks. 

Duck  breeders  who  contemplate  an  early  com- 
mencement of  operations  may  very  well  use  an 
Aylesbury-Indian  Runner  mating  for  the  production 
of  really  early  ducklings,  and  if  the  stock  birds  are 
not  already  mated  no  time  should  be  lost  now. 
Aylesbury  ducks  are  by  no  means  reliable  layers 
early  in  the  season,  and  although  the  cross-bred 
ducklings  are  comparatively  small,  this  draw- 
back is  fully  compensated  by  the  enhanced  value 
at  the  time  when  they  become  ready  for 
marketing.        Aylesburys    of    an    early  laying 
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strain  are,  however,  always  preferable.  In 
any  case  it  is  better  to  produce  a  few  fertile  eggs 
than  a  larger  number  of  doubtful  hatchability, 
consequently  the  size  of  tlie  breeding  pen  should  be 
strictly  limited.  Generally  speaking,  four  or  live 
ducks  may  be  mated  with  a  drake,  but  for  early 
work  in  bad  weather  it  is  often  better  to  run  two 
with  one  or  hve  with  two.  The  ducks  should  be 
selected  from  among  the  early  hatched  birds  of  the 
year,  and  the  best  approximate  age  for  the  drake  is 
from  eighteen  months  to  two  years — but  ver}'  heavy 
drakes  should  be  avoided  in  the  breeding  pen.  It 
is  a  mistake  to  think  that  large  heavy  birds  are 
essential  to  the  production  of  market  ducklings, 
because  a  medium-sized,  vigorous  stock  of  a  good 
strain  is  capable  of  breeding  progeny  that  will 
weigh  almost  £is  much  as  their  parents  at  eight  or 
nine  weeks,  and  exceed  their  weight  at  six  months, 
if  properly  reared  and  fed  for  the  purpose. 

Geese. 

There  now  remain  the  old  birds  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  young  stock  held  over  for  Christmas. 
Both  descriptions  must  be  fed  to  maintain  con- 
dition, and  the  latter  will  require  rather  more  than 
usual  care  even  if  run  where  grass  is  plentiful — the 
herbage  being  more  or  less  washy  and  poor  in 
quality.  There  is  no  great  interval  before  the 
commencement  of  the  fattening  period,  but  there  is 
sufficient  time  for  the  birds  to  go  back  considerably 
unless  they  are  properly  looked  after.  Econoni}-  in 
feeding  is  essential  to  profit,  more  especially  in  the 
case  of  birds  whose  rearing  covers  a  comparatively 
long  period,  but  it  must  not  be  carried  to  excess.  In 
the  same  way  the  old  birds  must  not  be  allowed  to 
face  the  winter  in  a  poor  condition. 

Turkeys. 

If  the  birds  are  active  and  sprightly,  their 
plumage  bright,  and  their  \\'attles  red,  they  have 
come  through  the  earlier  bad  weather  well  and  gen- 
eral good  health  may  be  taken  as  granted.  But  their 
foraging  opportunities  have  become  modified  by 
the  change  of  season,  and  if  woodland  is  available 
it  should  now  afford  some  food  and  encourage 
exercise  among  the  fallen  leaves.  A  set-back  in 
autumn  or  early  winter  is  a  serious  matter  and  is 
practically  fatal  to  the  attainment  of  good  results 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  course  of  the  season 
being  opposed  to  a  good  and  sufficient  recovery. 
In  addition  to  such  other  feeding  as  may  be  con- 
sidered necessar}',  a  good  feed  of  grain  before 
roosting  time  will  do  much  to  prevent  loss  of  condi- 
tion before  the  special  feeding  commences  next 
month. 


PAY  YOUR  DEBTS  OF  HONOUR. 

T  EST  it  be  thought  that  poultry-keepers  are 
unreasonable  in  demanding  full  and  adequate 
compensation  from  the  various  hunts  for  their 
birds  killed  by  foxes,  we  give  below  extracts  from 
articles  which  have  recently  appeared  in  two 
leading  journals.  Both  of  these  would  naturally 
be  on  the  side  of  the  foxhunters.  It  speaks  volumes 
for  the  case  of  poultry-keepers  that  these  great 
organs  should  so  fully  recognise  the  justice  of  the 
position  and  that  sportsmen  shall  pay  for  their 
sport.  In  the  past  that  has  iiot  been  so.  How 
much  owners  of  poultry  have  unwillingly  contri- 
buted in  this  way  to  maintain  foxes,  and,  therefore, 
the  pleasure  of  hunters,  cannot  be  told.  Probably 
it  amounts  to  scores  of  thousands  of  pounds  per 
annum.  This  state  of  affairs  must  be  ended  forthwith 
in  one  way  or  another.  Unfortunately  those  least 
able  to  make  the  sacrifice  have  been  mulcted  most 
heavily. — Editor,  Illustrated  Poultry  Record. 

THE    POULTRY  FUND. 

Relations  between  foxhunters  and  poultry  farmers  are 
becoming  strained.  Poultry  farming  is  spreading  as  an 
industry  ;  Lbe  cost  of  foxhunting  is  increasing,  and  it  is 
Ijecoming  ever  less  a  matter  of  local  comity  and  good 
fellowship.  The  basis  on  which  the  whole  sport  rests 
is  in  danger  of  being  forgotten.  That  basis  is  that  foxes 
are  beasts  of  prey  which  do  an  immense  amount  of 
damage  both  in  the  hen-roost  and  in  the  game  covert. 
They  must  be  killed  for  the  protection  both  of  those  who 
keep  poultry  and  those  who  preserve  game.  But  "  Mus' 
Reynard,"  by  his  gameness  and  his  bag  of  tricks,  has 
encouraged  a  wa}'  of  compassing  his  death  which  is  at 
once  the  foundation  of  a  considerable  industry,  and  a 
sport  which  has  a  great  national  value  in  preserving  a 
knowledge  of  fieldcraft  among  those  who  are  able  to  take 
part  in  it.  British  cavalr}-  would  have  been  ver_v  much 
worse  led  than  it  was  even  in  its  worst  days  but  for  the 
experience  gained  in  the  hunting  field  b}-  its  officers. 

There  has  thus  come  about  an  agreement  for  mutual 
accommodation  between  foxhunters  and  those  subject 
to  damage  that  fo.x;es  shall  not  be  killed  except  by 
hunting  ;  that  the  hunt  shall  duly  kill  them  ;  and  that 
the  damage  done  by  foxes  shall  be  made  good  out  of  the 
hunt  funds.  Two  things  follow  :  First,  that  if  the  hunt 
does  not  kill  the  foxes,  they  may  be  destroyed  by  other 
means  ;  secondly,  that  no  hunt  is  under  an  obligation  to 
pay  damages  for  mischief  done  in  districts  which  they 
do  not  visit.  The  hedge-row  fox,  to  which  an  occasional 
day  is  devoted  at  the  end  of  the  season,  is  an  outlaw  on 
both  sides. 

But  having  cleared  this  side  issue  out  of  the  wa}-,  there 
remains  much  to  be  said  on  the  subject  of  the  losses 
suffered  by  poultry  farmers  from  foxes  which  do  certainly 
and  definitely  come  from  coverts  regularly  drawn  by 
hounds.  No  doubt  it  is  annoying  to  hunt  committees, 
oil  the  one  hand,  to  find  the  natural  prey  of  the  fox  bred 
in  large  numbers,  kept  without  adequate  protection,  and 
made  the  subject  of  huge  bills  of  costs,  which  there  is 
little  means  of  checking.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  exas- 
perating to  the  poultry  farmer  not  only  to  have  to  sufi^er 
from  the  raids  of  home-bred  foxes,  but  to  have  foreign 
"bagmen  "  turned  down  in  order  to  increase  the  stock  of 
vermin.  Hunt  committees  ought  to  be  not  only  just  but 
generous  in  this  matter  of  compensation.  Where  they 
are  not,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  however  un- 
popular the  opinion  may  be,  that  the  aggrieved  farmer 
has  a  perfect  right  to  take  the  law  into  liis  own  hands. 
Foxhunters  have  no  right  to  take  their  pleasure  at  the 
expense  of  other  people.    They  must  remember  that  it 
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is  of  courtesy,  not  of  right,  that  they  enjoy  the  privilege 
of  riding  at  large  over  the  country,  often  with  no  small 
damage  to  fences  and  gates.  C'onsideration,  on  the  one 
hand,  and  good  will  on  the  other,  are  the  foundations  on 
which  foxhunting  rests.  We  fear  that  there  is  a  tend- 
ency to  forget  this,  and  that,  as  the  sport  becomes  com- 
mercialised, depends  more  on  subscriptions,  and  attracts 
a  greater  number  of  those  whose  interests  are  not  truly 
identified  with  the  country-side,  it  tends  to  become  rather 
a  source  of  contention  than  of  harmony.  If  this  be  so, 
its  chief  justification  will  vanish.  If  foxhunting  ceases 
to  command  the  sympathy  of  all  classes,  it  will  not  long 
survive. — Observer. 

SPORT   AND   GOOD  WILL. 

When  Sir  Robert  Murgatroyd,  in  "  Ruddigore,"  was 
arraigned  before  a  jury  of  his  ancestors,  the  most  heinous 
of  the  daily  crimes  he  pleaded  in  bar  of  torment  was  that 
he  had  shot  a  fox.  We  hope  that  such  a  misdeed  may 
long  continue  to  rank  in  hunting  counties  as  the  eighth 
deadly  sin.  But  it  is  as  well,  in  these  daj's,  to  examine 
the  basis  on  which  the  conventional  compact  of  forbear- 
ance between  foxhunters,  farmers,  game-preservers, 
and  others  rests.  It  starts  from  the  premiss  that  foxes 
are  vermin  and  must  be  killed  ;  it  proceeds  to  establish 
that  they  shall  be  killed  in  a  particular  manner  which 
shall  afford  sport  to  those  who  have  the  taste,  the  means, 
and  the  leisure  to  enjoy  it,  and  in  no  other.  From  this 
flows  the  reciprocal  obligation  that  foxes  shall  be  duly 
killed  by  the  Hunt,  and  that,  as  their  numbers  are 
certain  to  increase  by  preserving,  the  Hunt  shall  be 
generous  in  compensation  for  the  losses  inflicted  by  their 
depredations  on  those  who  keep  poultry  or  other  live 
stock  sought  as  their  prey.  In  addition,  it  is  a  compact 
that  the  farmer  shall  not  endanger  the  lives  of  the  riders 
by  placing  wire  in  his  fences  without  plain  warning  of 
its  presence,  and  that  those  who  ride  to  hounds  shall  be 
careful  to  avoid  unnecessary  damage  by  riding  over  young 
wheat,  breaking  down  rails,  and  leaving  gates  open. 
It  is  also  expected  that  the  necessary  supplies  of  forage 
shall,  so  far  as  possible,  be  purchased  locally. 

Foxhuntmg  has,  of  recent  years,  become  a  very 
expensive  business.  Railway  facilities  have  been  greatly 
increased  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  "hunt  from  town," 
rich  men  who  ride  costly  cattle,  demand  a  pace  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  many,  has  reduced  the  sport  to  the 
level  of  mere  steeplechasing ;  second,  horses  are  the 
rule  rather  than  the  exception  ;  and  the  Master  is  com- 
pelled to  maintain  a  much  more  costly  stable  in  order  to 
mount  himself  and  the  hunt  servants  adequately.  The 
consequence  is  that  few  Masters  in  the  Home  Counties 
can  afford  to  maintain  a  pack  of  fox  hounds  without  a 
subscription.  This,  in  turn,  involves  a  Hunt  Committee 
and  the  ethics  of  the  counting-house  are  introduced 
into  the  Sport  of  Kings.  But  this  is  not  all.  The  field 
has  ceased  to  be  composed  of  the  friends  and  neighbours 
of  the  farmers  over  whose  land  they  ride  ;  forage  is 
supplied  by  contractors,  instead  of  being  purchased 
locally,  and  despite  subscriptions  and  "  capping " 
galloping  snobs  abound  who  show  scant  courtesy  or 
consideration  for  the  agriculturist,  riding  over  his  wheat 
and  leaving  his  gates  open  in  a  way  which  arouses  his 
choler  and  kills  his  sympathy,  more  especially  as  the 
pace  is  too  hot  for  him  to  live  with  the  field  on  any  bit 
of  horseflesh  he  can  afford. 

Two  years  ago  an  acrimonious  dispute  arose  between 
Lord  Willoughby  de  Broke  and  the  Warwickshire  Hunt, 
of  which  he  was  then  Master.  There  were  many  points 
at  issue ;  but  the  underlying  ground  of  quarrel  was  the 
complaint  of  the  Town  Brigade  that  the  hunting  was  not 
fast  enough  for  them.  We  merely  mention  the  incident 
in  passing  to  establish  one  point.  But  of  all  foolish 
action  which  a  Hunt  Committee  can  take,  the  most 
foolish  is  to  be  stingy  in  the  matter  of  the  Poultry'  Fund. 
Hunting  men,  especially  the  intruders  from  a  distance, 
with  more  money  than  manners,  must  be  made  to 
understand  that  they  have  no  right  to  ride  at  will  over 
the  face  of  the  country ;    that  they  are  dependent  for 


their  sport  on  the  forbearance  of  those  who  live  by  the 
soil,  and  that,  if  the  Hunt  is  to  show  foxes,  it  must  be 
prepared  to  pay  lavishly'  and  without  too  nice  inquiry 
for  the  losses  incurred  by  their  depredations.  The  real 
country  gentleman  does  understand  this  ;  the  "  business 
man"  disguised  in  pink  does  not ;  and,  until  he  does,  such 
trouble  as  that  which  has  arisen  in  West  Kent  will  con- 
tinue and  increase.  Good  will  is  the  soul  of  sport ;  the 
promotion  of  good  will  between  classes  constitutes  the 
national  value  of  sport ;  and  upon  the  maintenance  of 
good  will  the  continuance  of  the  sport  of  foxhunting, 
at  any  rate,  depends. — PalL  Mall  Gazette. 


THE  HOLLANDER  AT  HOME.  (') 

AS  a  justification  for  his  work  the  author  tells 
that  he  went  first  to  Holland  when  he  was 
just  out  of  his  'teens,  and  that  "when  I  was  forty- 
six  I  went  again,"  so  that  between  the  first  and 
last  visits  upwards  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  had 
elapsed.    In  the  interim,  however,  he  had  been 
several  times  in  the  country,  so  that  the  observa- 
tions here  set  forth  are  by  no  means  superficial. 
Although  there  is  a  purpose  in  the  book  which 
does  not  concern  us  here,  that  of  fiscal  questions, 
we  have  read  it  with  the  deepest  interest,  as  it  gives 
the  best  view  of  the  Hollander  and  his  social  con- 
ditions with  which  we  are  acquainted,  on  the 
agricultural  side,  for  there  is  no  attempt  to  give  a 
complete  survey  of  the  industrial  developments  of 
South  Holland.    The  story  set  forth  is  an  inspiring 
one.    Here  is  a  people  living  on  land  a  large  por- 
tion of  wliich  has  been  reclaimed  from  the  sea  and 
is  below  the  ocean  level,  the  salt  waters  being  kept 
out  by  great  dykes.     In  climate  and  physical 
features  it  can  claim  no  special  advantages,  it  has 
no  store  of  mineral  wealth,  yet  by  industry,  enter- 
prise, and  determination  the  people  have  won  for 
themselves  general  prosperity  and  comfort,  and 
export  annually  large  quantities  of  agricultural 
products.    The  secret  appears  to  be,  in  addition  to 
industry  and  determined  labour,  simplicity  of  life, 
willingness  to  learn,  adaptability  to  changed  con- 
ditions, and  co-operation,  or  to  use  the  heading  of 
one  of  the  chapters,  "  Help  U  Zelf."    Brains  and 
brawn  have  united  in  this  work.    It  would  appear 
that  here  we  have  another  example  of  how  the 
absence  of  natural  advantages  may  prove  a  stimu- 
lus, and  how  what  might  be  regarded  as  adverse 
conditions    may    result   in   greater   success.  In 
regarding  the  prosperity  of  this  little  country  it 
should  be  remembered  that  upwards  of  62  per  cent, 
of  the  population  live  upon  and  out  of  the  land, 
so  that  the  wealth  of  Holland  is  not  due  to  its 
manufactories  or  commerce  alone,  though  both 
have  a  place.    The  most  notable  fact  relating  to 
poultry  is  that  the  average  number  of  adult  birds 
is  1,248  per  thousand  acres  of  cultivated  land,  vary- 
ing from  536  in  Friesland  to  2,684  Limburg. 
The  book  is  beautifully  illustrated  with  a  large 
number  of  photographs,  which  add  to  its  value. 
It  is  a  work  worthy  of  careful  study,  and  upon  it 
both  author  and  publisher  may  be  congratulated. 

(1)  "A  Free  Farmer  in  a.  Free  State."   By  "  Home  Counties." 
London  :  W.  Heinemann,  335  pages,  illustrated,  6s.  net. 
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POULTRY  COOKERY. 

COOKING    AND    SERVING  GEESE. 

13  ECIPES  for  roasting,  braising,  and  boiling  geese 
have  been  given  in  a  previous  number  of  ttie 
I.P.R.,  but  the  following  methods  are  rather  more 
uncommon,  and  may  therefore  prove  welcome  to 
our  readers. 

Goose  Pie.— Prepare  the  bird  in  the  usual 
manner  and  cut  it  up  into  small  joints,  or  half 
joints  will  be  better  if  the  goose  is  large,  and  put 
them  into  a  stewpan  containing  a  small  quantity 
of  good  stock  ;  add  a  bunch  of  savoury  herbs  and  a 
large,  roughly  chopped  onion,  and  stew  gently  until 
the  meat  is  three  parts-cooked,  then  take  up  the 
pieces  and  set  them  aside  to  cool,  and  carefully 
strain  off  the  liquid  into  a  basin.  When  cold, 
arrange  the  goose  in  a  pie  dish  with  a  layer  of  very 
thinly  sliced  good  cooking  apples  and  a  little  well 
made  and  pleasantly  seasoned  sage  and  onion 
stuffing  between  the  pieces  of  goose  ;  moisten  with 


some  grill  sauce  which  is  made  as  follows  :  Put  an 
ounce  of  fresh  butter  into  a  stewpan  and  as  it  melts 
stir  in,  very  smoothly,  an  ounce  of  fine  flour,  and 
when  these  are  thoroughly  blended  add  half  a  pint 
of  good  stock,  a  tablespoonful  of  ketchup,  a  tea- 
spoonful  each  of  made  mustard  and  essence  of 
anchovies,  a  dessertspoonful  each  of  chopped  capers, 
onion,  and  parsley,  and  a  seasoning  of  salt  and 
pepper,  and  when  the  same  boils  draw  the  stewpan 
on  one  side  and  simmer  the  contents  gently  for  live 
or  six  minutes,  then  strain  and  serve. 

Marinaded  Goose. — Make  the  bird  ready  in  the 
usual  way,  then  cut  it  up  neatly  into  pieces  of 
convenient  size  for  serving  and  spread  these  out  in 
a  single  layer  on  a  flat  dish  ;  sprinkle  well  with 
salt,  pepper,  mixed  herb  powder,  fine  salad  oil  and 
pure  malt  vinegar,  and  allow  the  goose  to  remain 
thus  in  a  cool  place  for  two  or  three  hours,  turning 
the  pieces  frequently  to  ensure  their  being  equally- 
seasoned  all  through.  When  required,  drain  the 
pieces  thoroughly  from  the  marinade,  rub  them 


A  Pair  of  Buff  Orpingtons.  (,Coi>yris:ht. 

This  variety,  together  with  the  Wyandotte,  is  the  most  useful  for  general  purposes. 


the  strained  stock,  cover  with  good  suitable  pastry, 
making  the  crust  thick  or  thin  according  to  taste, 
then  brush  over  with  beaten  egg,  make  a  small  hole 
in  the  centre,  and  bake  in  a  well  heated  oven. 
When  taken  from  the  oven  have  ready  some  really 
good  gravy  made  from  the  odd  trimmings  of  the 
bird  and  pour  this  into  the  pie  through  the  hole  in 
the  top.    Serve  neatly  and  very  hot. 

Grilled  Goose. — Divide  the  remains  of  a  cooked 
goose  into  small  neat  pieces  and,  after  removing 
every  particle  of  skin,  gristle,  &c.,  score  the  flesh  in 
several  places  and  dip  the  pieces  in  liquid  butter  or 
pure  beef  dripping  ;  let  them  soak  well,  then  drain 
carefully,  season  rather  highly,  and  roll  in  finely 
sifted  breadcrumbs.  Repeat  this  process  if  neces- 
sary, then  press  the  covering  until  quite  smooth  and 
firm,  and  grill  over  a  bright,  clear  fire.  When 
daintily  browned  in  every  part,  dish  up  in  a  pile  on 
a  hot  dish  paper,  surround  with  a  border  of  very 
hot  crisp  potato  chips,  and  serve  accompanied  by 


over  with  fine  flour,  then  drop  them  gently  into 
boiling  clarified  fat  and  fry  until  sufficiently  cooked 
and  well  browned  in  every  part.  Have  ready  a  flat 
bed  of  well-mashed  and  seasoned  potatoes  and 
upon  this  dish  up  the  goose  in  neat  order,  then 
garnish  round  about  with  glazed  onions  and  small 
even-sized  baked  tomatoes  arranged  alternately, 
and  send  to  table  very  hot.  No  sauce  or  gravy 
is  required  with  this  dish. 

Hashed  Goose. — Cut  the  remains  of  a  goose 
into  small  neat  pieces,  and  after  seasoning  these 
pleasantly,  set  them  in  a  cool  place  until  required. 
Peel  and  slice  thin  the  requisite  number  of  onions, 
then  put  them  into  a  stewpan  with  a  slice  of  good 
fresh  butter,  and  cook  them  slowly  until  tender  and 
just  delicately  browned  without  being  at  all  burnt. 
When  done  enough  add  sufficient  stock  or  water  to 
form  sauce  for  the  hash,  also  a  seasoning  of  salt 
and  pepper,  a  bunch  of  herbs,  the  odd  bones  and 
trimmings  of  the  goose,  and  the  thin  yellow  rind 
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of  a  small  fresh  lemon,  and  boil  very  gently  until 
the  liquid  is  well  flavoured,  then  strain  it  off  into 
another  stewpan,  thicken  it  just  slightly  and  bring 
to  the  boil.  Add  the  goose  and  let  it  get  thoroughly 
hot  through  without  reaching  boiling  point  even 
for  a  moment,  then  dish  it  up  in  the  centre  of  a 
carefully  prepared  potato  border,  garnish  round  the 
edge  of  the  dish  with  small  crisply  fried  croutons, 
spread  with  a  layer  of  sage  and  onion  stuffing 
which  has  been  beaten  to  a  smooth  pulp,  and  serve 
the  whole  as  hot  as  possible. 

Stewed  Giblets. —  Prepare  the  giblets  very 
carefully  and  cut  them  in  small  pieces  just  a 
convenient  size  for  serving,  then  place  them  in  a 
stewpan  with  a  bunch  of  savoury  herbs,  a  large 
onion  stuck  with  half  a  dozen  cloves,  a  season- 
ing of  salt  and  pepper,  and  a  quart  of  stock  or 
water.  Cook  gently  and  steadily  until  the  meat 
is  tender,  then  remove  the  giblets  and  keep  them 
hot.  Remove  the  bunch  of  herbs  and  the  onion, 
thicken  the  liquid  in  the  stewpan  to  a  nice 
creamy  consistency  with  roux,  and  let  it  boil  up, 
then  put  back  the  giblets  and  let  them  get 
thoroughly  re-heated.  If  a  few  stewed  mushrooms 
or  a  tablespoonful  each  of  mushroom  ketchup  and 
fresh  lemon  juice  are  added  when  the  giblets  are 
returned  to  the  stewpan,  it  will  be  found  a  decided 
improvement.  Serve  piled  up  neatly  on  a  hot  dish 
with  the  sauce  poured  over  and  garnished  round 
about  with  small,  crisply-fried  potato  croquettes, 
and  carefully-cooked,  well- drained  Brussels  sprouts 
arranged  alternately. 


"ENQUIRE   WITHIN   UPON  POULTRY 
AND    EGG  PRODUCTION." 

By  Ralph  R.  Allen,  Satvbvidgewurth,  Herts,  1912. 
<^()ME  little  time  ago,  about  two  years,  six  pullets 
^  were  placed  in  competition  with  two  other  pens 
of  birds  numbering  six  each,  and  sisters  to  them.  The 
first  pen  were  fed  on  ordinary  foods,  the  second  on 
similar  foods  with  an  addition  of  capsicum,  and 
the  third  pen  also  on  similar  foods,  but  with  an 
addition  of  one  leaspoonful  of  Colman's  mustard. 
The  mustard  fed  birds  laid  during  the  period  of  six 
months  commencing  in  October  and  ending  in 
March  the  grand  total  of  532  eggs  against  359  and 
399  produced  by  the  plainly  dieted  and  capsicum 
fed  birds  respectively.  In  this  way  did  Mr.  Ralph 
R.  Allen,  Poultry  Lecturer  to  the  Herts  County 
Council,  prove  to  the  public  that  mustard  fed  birds 
produced  a  larger  supply  of  eggs. 

Later  he  proved  that  the  feeding  with  mustard 
in  no  way  debilitated  the  birds.  He  produced  a 
short  brochure  entitled  "  Mustard  for  Poultry," 
followed  twelve  months  later  by  a  booklet  giving 
loi  reasons  why  mustard  should  be  employed 
during  the  winter  months  to  increase  production. 
Mr.  Allen  has  now  issued  a  third  brochure  entitled 
"Enquire  Within  Upon  Poultry  and  Egg  Produc- 
tion," containing  many  valuable  hints  on  practical 
poultry-keeping.  The  book  is  well  thought-out 
and  well  compiled. 


IRISH  SHIPMENTS  OF  EGGS  AND 
POULTRY. 

"pROM  the  Report  on  the  Trade  re  Imports  and 
Exports  at  Irish  Ports  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  191 1,  (Cd.  6397)  just  issued  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  for  Ireland,  we  learn  that 
there  was  an  increase  in  shipments  of  eggs  and  a 
decrease  in  poultry.  The  figures  for  1910  and  191 1 
respectively  are :  — 

1910  EGGS.  1911 

,  ,  ,  ^  , 

Quanlilies.       Values.  Quantities.  Values. 

Gt.  hds.  £  Gt.  hds.  £ 

6,227,820      2,744,133  6,488,776  2,940,227 

POULTRY. 
Cwts.  Cwls. 

331,084         9^7.035  303.902  850,926 

These  do  not  include  the  exports  by  Parcels  Post 
amounting  in  191 1,  inclusive  of  butter,  to  30,000 
cwts.  If  half  w^ere  eggs  and  poultry  the  value  would 
be  about  ;{'6o,ooo,  or  about  equal  to  the  imports 
which  were  ^^63,456  in  that  year.  The  export  of 
feathers  was  valued  at  £^^,^12.  In  respect  to  eggs 
whilst  the  values  are  highest  yet  recorded,  the 
quantities  though  greater  in  191 1  than  in  igio,  are 
below  the  years  1906,  1907  and  1908. 

With  regard  to  average  values  it  may  be  pointed 
out  that  these  are  estimated  at  the  point  of  ship- 
ment. Eggs  in  191 1  were  9s.  o|d.  per  great  hundred 
as  compared  with  8s.  9^d.  in  19 10,  a  rise  3;^d.  per 
120.  Poultry  are  still  calculated  on  the  basis  of  6d. 
per  lb.  as  in  previous  years,  which  is  unsatisfactory  in 
the  extreme.  A  diagram  shows  that  the  greatest  ship- 
ments were  in  March,  April  and  May,  and  the  lowest 
in  December.  The  average  prices  were  from  May 
(under  7s.)  to  December  (over  i6s.  great  hundred.) 

The  net  margins  of  the  trade  are  as  under  : 
Eggs :    Exports  ^2,940,227 
Imports  43i5i2 

 ^^2,896,715 

Poultry :    Exports  850,926 

Imports  19,944 

  830,982 

Feathers  :    Exports  34,921 
Imports  6,269 

—   28,652 

Parcels  Post  Exports  60,000 


Totals 


i^3>8i6,349 


It  is  pointed  out  that  the  exports  are  the  surplus 
over  home  consumption,  so  that  the  total  production 
should  be  at  least  ^5,000,000  in  value.  An  interest- 
ing point  to  note  is  that  the  margin  on  butter, 
inclusive  of  Parcels  Post  trade  is  ^3,210,902. 


Mr.  W.  Tamlin,  of  St.  Margarets  Works,  Twick- 
enham, wishes  to  thank  his  numerous  friends  for 
their  kind  expressions  and  good  wishes  forwarded 
on  to  him  from  the  Dairy  Show,  and  he  hopes  to 
be  able  to  thank  them  all  personally  at  the  Crystal 
Palace  Show  next  month. 


November,  1912. 
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TARIFF    REFORM    AND  POULTRY 
KEEPING. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Illustrated  Poultry  Record. 
Sir, 

I  cannot  make  up  my  mind  whether  'Mr.  Ernest  G. 
Wilson  is  a  humorist  or  not.  In  his  letter  to  you  he 
says  that  if  a  ten  per  cent,  import  duty  were  imposed  on 
foreign  table  poultr}-,  the  foreigner  would  continue  to 
send  us  as  much  table  poultry  as  now,  that  the  foreigner 
would  pay  the  whole  duty  in  order  "  to  maintain  our 
valuable  market,"  and  that  thus  the  Government  "  by  a 
stroke  of  the  pen,"  as  Mr.  Wilson  puts  it,  might  take 
twice  as  much  out  of  the  pocket  of  the  foreigner  as  is 
needed  for  the  National  Poultry  Institute. 

Why,  if  that  were  so,  a  ten  per  cent,  import  duty  might 
take  2 60, 000,000  a  year  for  the  British  Government  out 
of  the  pockets  of  foreigners  !  If  our  Government  could 
do  this,  so  could  all  the  others,  and  each  of  them  might 
be  making  the  others  pay  its  taxes.  Being  a  loyal 
subject  I  prefer  to  pa}'  my  own. 

But  the  real  purpose  of  Mr.  Wilson  is  to  impose  what 
he  calls  ''a  reasonable  tariff"  which  would,  as  he  saj's, 
"  encourage  our  British  breeders."  Mr.  Wilson  does 
not  wish  to  keep  out  foreign  goods;  indeed,  he  counts 
on  just  as  much  table  poultry  coming  in  then  as  now, 
only  at  a  price  ten  per  cent,  higher.  The  only  way, 
therefore,  in  which  the  British  breeders  could  benefit 
under  his  scheme  would  be  by  increasing  the  prices  they 
charge  for  their  own  home-bred,  poultr}-,  and  of  course  a 
tariflF  would  enable  them  to  do  that.  Would  the 
foreigner  pay  these  extra  prices  too  ?  If  not,  the  British 
people  would  have  to  pay  it.  Whoever  paid  it,  the 
poultry  would  cost  more. 

Now  compare  that  design  with  the  official  statement 
of  the  Tariff  Reform  League  (see  page  40  Speaker's 
Handbook)  that  "  the  purpose  of  Tariff  Reform  is  to  .  . 
.  .  .  increase  our  food  supplies  [so  giving  us  e/ieaper 
food)."  And  did  not  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain  himself  tele- 
graph to  Hythe  during  the  recent  bye-election  that 
"  Tariff  Reform  would  make  everything  cheaper"  r 

In  another  respect  Mr.  Wilson's  Tariff  Reform  differs 
from  that  of  his  party,  for  the  party  platform  does  not 
hold  that  the  foreigner  would  pay  the  whole  of  the  duty  : 
some  Tariff  Reformers  actually  admit  that  the  foreigner 
would  pay  none  of  it ;  and  the  party  platform  hopes  to 
keep  out  foreign  goods  by  Protection,  while  ^Ir.  Wilson 
hopes  to  let  them  in. 

Yet  is  Mr.  Wilson's  letter  not  without  its  use.  He,  at 
anyrate,  does  not  want  the  kind  of  Tariff  Reform  that  will 
make  table  poultry  cheaper.  That  being  so,  I  should 
like  to  ask  him  how  he  expects  those  from  whom  he  has 
to  buy  to  resist  the  temptation  of  a  tariff  to  raise  their 
prices  also.  His  extra  profits  would  soon  be  swallowed 
up,  and  nobod}-  would  be  a  penny  the  better  off,  though 
everybody  would  be  much  more  than  a  penny  wiser. 

Wm.  E.  Dowding. 


Sir, 

The  letter  of  your  Tariff  Reform  correspondent,  Mr. 
E.  G.  W^ilson,  is  characteristically  absurd. 

He  states  that  the  government  could  ■'  with  a  stroke 
of  the  pen"  raise  all  the  money  wanted  for  the  Poultry 
Institute,  and  at  the  same  time  encourage  a  British 
industry.  In  short,  we  are  still  to  get  the  lO"  ,  duty  bv 
lettiug  foreign  poultry  in  and  encourage  British  poultry 
keeping  by  keeping  foreign  poultry  out !  What  kind  of 
a  brain  has  the  man  got You  can't  have  it  both  ways. 


Just  let  us  look  at  either  for  a  moment.  Supposing  all 
the  foreign  poultry  still  comes  in.  Who  pays  the  duty.' 
If  it  all  comes  in  as  before  prices  will  be  increased  at 
least  io°/o.  Therefore  the  British  buyer  is  pacing  the 
duty  in  the  increased  price.  Each  buyer  of  foreigu 
poultry  is  subscribing  to  the  Poultry  Institute.  Do  you 
think  the  public  as  a  body  will  solemnly  pass  an  act  of 
Parliament  (and  it  needs  an  act  and  not  a  "  stroke  of  the 
pen")  to  pay  10"  o  more  for  its  poultry  for  our  benefit. 
Let  those  who  think  so  go  out  on  to  the  hustings  and 
try  to  convert  an  ordinar}- audience  of  consumers  to  such 
an  act  of  grace. 

But,  says  the  Tariff  Reformer,  if  they  won't  do  that,  it 
will  keep  the  foreigu  poultry  out  and  so  encourage 
British  poultry-keeping.  What  becomes  of  the  10'  ^  for 
the  Poultry  Institute  The  British  industry  will  be 
encouraged  by  the  increased  prices  to  the  British  poultry 
keeper.  Supposing  we  got  this  for  the  same  output  (a 
verv  doubtful  point)  what  would  be  the  benefit  to  the 
vState  revenues The  extra  price  would  go  into  our 
pockets — verv  pleasant  to  us,  but  of  what  benefit  to  the 
State 


A  Buff-Orpington  Pullet. 

Winner  of  many  prizes  at  the  leading  shows. 

[Co/>j'rtff/if. 

In  fact,  this  letter  of  Mr.  Wilson's  exposes  the  whole 
Tariff  Reform  fallacy.  It  would  be  a  delightful  thing  to 
all  of  us  to  have  a  tariff  in  our  own  trade — and  in  no 
other.  If  we  could  sell  at  inflated  tariff  prices  and  buy 
all  we  want  at  free  trade  prices  we  should  be  in  heaven. 
But  does  any  sane  person  think  that  the  rest  of  the 
population  is  going  to  agree  to  a  tariff  on/y  on  poultr}' 
for  our  benefit The  Tariff  Reformer  always  preaches 
to  each  trade  separately.  He  points  out  how  we  can 
get  increased  prices.  He  says  nothing  about  our  having 
to  pay  increased  prices  for  feeding  stuffs,  of  increased 
wages  owing  to  increased  cost  of  living,  of  every  article 
we  buy  being  increased  in  cost.  When  we  consider  all 
these  we  are  convinced  that  our  State  under  TariflF 
Reform — which  must  tax  everything  before  the  whole 
nation  will  adopt  it — would  be  infinitely  worse  than  it  is 
to-day  under  our  system  of  free  and  unfettered  trade. 

A  Practical  Poultry  Keeper. 
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TRADE  EXHIBITS  AT  THE  DAIRY  SHOW. 

The  various  exhibits  of  poultry  food  and  appliances 
manufacturers  were  as  usual  one  of  the  attractive  features 
of  the  recent  Dairy  Show.  The  public  certainly  appear 
to  appreciate  this  section  almost  as  much  as  the  com- 
petitive exhibits  and  spend  no  small  portion  of  their  time 
in  thoroughly  examining  all  the  old  and  new  inventions 
so  essential  to  successful  poultry  keeping.  New 
appliances  are  continuall}'^  being  demanded  and  the 
manufacturer  is  not  slow  in  falling  in  with  the  wishes  of 
his  clients.  This  season  has  seen  a  demand  for  the 
"  intensive "  plant  which  we  have  adopted  from  our 
cousins  across  the  water  and  the  small  army  of  pioneers 
who  have  been  diligently  experimenting  with  it  are  loud 
in  their  praises  of  it  Consequently  the  manufacturer 
has  turned  his  attention  in  this  direction  with  the  result 
that  a  fair  number  of  highly  practical  appliances  specially 
adapted  to  the  requirements  of  the  "  Intensivists  "  were 
to  be  seen.  To  give  anything  like  an  adequate  survey  of 
the  exhibits  made  by  manufacturers  would  take  up  more 
space  than  we  are  prepared  to  allot,  but  the  following 
short  resume  of  the  stands — arranged  alphabetically — 
will  give  the  reader  an  idea  of  the  manj'  trade  features  of 
the  Show. 

Abbot  Bros.,  Thuxton,  Norfolk.  This  is,  we  believe, 
the  first  time  that  the  East  of  England  poultry  farms 
have  been  represented  at  the  Dairy  Show  and  a  fine 
exhibit  was  made  by  Mr.  Harry  Abbot  who  was  in 
attendance.  The  stall  was  made  attractive  by  a  display 
of  many  British  and  Continental  diplomas  won  by  the 
firm  for  their  birds,  whilst  the  general  exhibits  consisted 
of  samples  of  foods  and  medicines  and  models  of  poultry 
appliances  which  they  manufacture.  The  firm  issue  an 
extraordinary  fine  catalogue  containing  many  photo- 
graphic views  of  their  establishment. 

Craven  &  Sons,  Corporation  Street,  Manchester. 

A  full  and  comprehensive  line  of  poultry  and  pigeon 
hampers  and  all  sundries  relating  to  poultry  keeping  was 
shown  by  this  enterprising  firm.  Messrs.  Craven  report 
a  continued  demand  for  their  wares  by  all  classes  of 
poultry  keepers  whose  demands  for  new  and  up-to-date 
appliances  are  being  met  with  promptitude. 

Cooper  &  Sons,  G.,   Bramford,   Ipswich,  were 

showing  amongst  other  foods  their  highly  popular 
"  Ivukchic  "  which  has  met  with  the  highest  possible 
praise  from  all  users.  To  meet  the  demand  for  a  chick 
food  embodying  a  large  proportion  of  insects,  they  have 
introduced  "  Lukchic  Special  "  which  has  been  found  of 
great  value  in  rearing. 

Cyphers  Incubator  Co.,  119,  Finsbury  Pavement, 

E.C.  A  very  fine  displa}'  of  the  world  renowned 
"Cyphers"  incubators  and  brooders  was  made.  The 
pioneers  of  the  non-moisture  type  of  incubator  report  an 
ever  increasing  demand  for  their  wares  by  the  British 
poultry  keeper.  They  had  on  view  all  their  latest  up-to- 
date  models,  several  being  in  operation.  A  number  of 
new  features  and  improvements  have  been  introduced, 
all  of  which  have  met  with  the  approval  of  users.  The 
Company's  display  was  augmented  by  a  full  line  of 
poultry  meals  including  the  Alfalfa  meal,  of  which  they 
were  the  introducers  in  this  country. 

Cook  &  Sons,  W.,  Orpington  House,  St.  Mary 
Cray.  This  old  established  house  occupied  the  same 
position  as  it  has  done  for  many  years  past  and  had  a 
very  attractive  stand  whereon  were  shown  samples  of 
foods,  grits  and  medicines.  Cook's  famous  poultry 
powder,  the  first  of  its  kind  to  be  placed  upon  the 
market,  is,  we  understand,  in  greater  demand  than  ever, 
and  testimonials  continue  to  pour  in  from  delighted 
users,  praising  its  wonderful  egg-producing  qualities. 
The  display  was  attractively  set  oft  with  a  large  number 
of  photographs  of  the  firm's  poultry  pens  and  new 
rearing  establishment  at  Wilmington. 

Cook,  William  H.,  Ltd.,  Orpington.   The  usual 

pictorial  exhibit  was  arranged  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Cook,  his 
stand  being  a  veritable  picture  gallery  of  photos  of  his 


new  farm  and  prize  winning  birds.  The  managing 
director  was  personally  in  attendance  and  was  kept  very 
bus}'  booking  orders  and  proffering  advice  to  those  who 
were  in  need  of  it.  Mr.  Cook's  new  establishment  will 
shortly  be  completed,  and  he  extends  a  hearty  welcome 
to  all  readers  to  come  down  and  inspect  what  he  describes 
as  being  "  the  last  word  in  poultry  plants." 

Chipmans  Ltd.,  Staines.  Chipmau's  lampless  foster 
mothers  and  brooders  were  again  a  centre  of  attraction. 
These  very  excellent  appliances  are  daily  securing  fresh 
adherents,  and,  we  are  informed,  the  firm  has  received 
nothing  but  praise  from  users.  Chickens  reared  in  these 
appliances  certainly  look  strong  and  healthy  and  the 
percentage  of  deaths  is  extremelv  small. 

Dairy  Outfit  Co.,  Ltd,,  Kings  Cross,  London.  N., 

made  a  very  effective  display  of  their  egg  boxes  and 
incubators.  This  firm  has  gained  a  world  wide  reputation 
for  egg  boxes  amongst  poultry  keepers  and  dairymen, 
their  "Standard,"  "  Pocock,"  and  "Cushion"  boxes 
being  universally  used  and  highly  praised  for  their 
durability  and  lightness.  They  were  also  showing  some 
excellent  examples  of  combination  boxes  for  eggs, 
poultry  and  butter,  in  addition  to  the  "Standard" 
positive  incubator  and  "  metal  hen  "  brooder. 

Dairy  Supply  Co.,  Museum  Street,  W.C.  The 

"  Aerolite  "  egg  box  was  the  chief  article  of  interest  to 
poultry  keepers  shown  by  this  firm.  For  the  box,  several 
important  advantages  are  claimed,  viz.,  lightness,  cheap- 
ness and  safety.  It  is  certainly  a  very  practical  appliance 
and  ensures  eggs  from  breakage  in  transit  and  by  its 
lightness  should  provide  a  great  saving  in  i-ailway 
charges. 

Finch  &  Fleming,  Ltd.,  Flitwick,  Beds.,  occupied 

their  usual  position  and  had  a  very  attractive  display  of 
incubators,  brooders,  etc.  A  novelty  shown  was  the 
"  Norwich  Automatic  Feeder  "  a  practical  and  economical 
labour  saving  device,  which  should  be  of  great  value  to 
poultry  keepers. 

Gamage  Ltd.,  A.  W.,  Holborn,  E.C.   This  firm  was 

showing  the  "Stern's"  green  bone  cutter  which  is 
highly  prized  amongst  poultry  keepers.  They  had  also 
on  view  the  "Holborn"  incubators  and  brooders  and 
several  smaller,  but  equally  useful  appliances. 

Gloucester  Incubator  Co.,  Gloucester.    We  are 

always  impressed  by  the  exhibit  made  by  this  firm 
because  they  invariabl}'  have  something  new  and  practical 
to  submit  to  poultry  keepers.  The  "Gloucester"  incu- 
bators and  brooders  have  secured  a  foremost  position  as 
successful  hatchers  and  rearers  whilst  they  possess  more 
patented  improvements  than  any  other  machines  of  the 
type  on  the  market.  Amongst  the  latest  devices  attached 
to  the  incubator  is  the  improved  lamp  which  holds 
sufficient  oil  for  the  whole  hatch.  There  is  also  a  reflec- 
tor attached  to  the  door  devised  to  throw  a  beam  of  light 
upon  the  thermometer,  thus  making  the  reading  a  simple 
matter.  The  self-turning  egg  tray  is  a  masterpiece  of 
ingenuity.  By  one  movement  of  the  hand,  in  less  than 
a  second,  every  egg  is  turned  without  the  slightest  effort 
and  without  jarring.  The  latest  improvement  is  an 
automatic  door  closing  device.  It  is  acknowledged  that 
thousands  of  hatches  are  spoiled  yearly  by  people  who 
overlook  closing  the  incubator  door  after  the  daily 
cooling  of  eggs.  By  the  aid  of  this  appliance,  all  fears  of 
such  a  calamity  are  avoided.  By  a  simple  arrangement 
of  a  lever  attached  to  the  door  and  regulated  by  an 
ordinary  alarm  clock,  the  door  automatically  closes  at 
the  moment  required.  The  manufacturers  are  to  be 
congratulated  upon  their  many  improvements,  all  of 
which  go  a  long  way  towards  making  the  operator's  work 
more  successful. 

Hebditch,  Harry,  Martoek,  Som.  The  wide  repu- 
tation for  quality  and  workmanship  of  his  appliances  is 
amply  testified  by  the  growth  of  Mr.  Hebditch's  busi- 
ness during  the  past  few  years.  Many  examples  of  his 
wares  were  on  view  including  such  well  known  selling 
lines  as  the  "  Yankee,"  "  Excelsior,"  and  "  Empire" 
houses.     The   "  Hebditch  "  incubator  and  "  Lorna 
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TAMLIN'S 

iOO,000 
/^SATISFIED 
i  CUSTOMERS 


To  have  100,000 
satisfied  customers 
is  a  source  of  im- 
mense gratifica- 
tion to  any  busi- 
ness firm  and  is  the 
only  way  to  build 
up  and  keep  up  a 
huge  business  like 


Tamlin's  enjoys.  That  was  the  foundation-stone  of  our  success — ahvavs 
giving  a  big  measure  of  value  for  the  smallest  outlay.  A  notable  instance 
of  this  fact  is  the  enormous  sales  of  the 

A  IVI  L  I  N'S 

POULTRY  HOUSES 

which  have  now  exceeded  those  of  anv  other  maker  in  the  United  Kine;dom, 
and  to  keep  up  with  the  present  huge  demand  for  our  Houses  it  has  become 
necessarv  for  our  factory  to  turn  out  at  the  rate  of  six  Houses  in  every  work- 
ing hour.  What  soimder  evidence  could  be  produced  in  then'  favour  ?  We 
have  the  factory — the  staff — the  experience  to  manufacture  better  than  others 
and  we  DO,  and  we  shall  never  relinquish  our  endeavours  to  produce  a 
better  Poultry  House  at  a  lower  price  than  our  competitors,  which  will 
always  justify  our  claim  for  them— THE  BEST  VALUE  IN  THE 
WORLD.  In  the  Tamlin  Catalogue  there  are  fifty  designs  and  sizes  of 
Poultry  Houses,  together  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  other  Appliances  for 
Poultrv  Iveepers,  all  of  which  are  illustrated,  and  it's  free  and  post  free  of 

W.  TAMLIN, 

40  St.  Margarets, 
Twickenham,  London. 

The  Largest  Incubator  and  Poultry  Appliance 
Manufacturers  in  the  World. 
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Doone"  foster  mother  are  both  marvels  of  durability  and 
cheapness  and  have  won  high  encomiums  fiom  all  users. 
His  catalogue  describes  many  othei  excellent  appliances 
and  it  may  here  be  mentioned  that  so  thoroughly  con- 
vinced is  he  of  the  value  of  his  houses  that  they  are  sold 
on  approval  and  mone}-  will  be  refunded  if  found 
unsatisfactorj'. 

Hobson  &  Co.,  J.  T.,  Bedford.    A  full  range  of 

poultry  houses,  coops  and  runs  was  exhibited  by  this 
old-established  firm.  An  outstanding  item  was  the 
"  Conqueror"  poultry  pen — certainly  a  marvel  for  the 
money — which  met  with  the  general  approval  of  visitors. 
Messrs.  Hobson  manufacture  perhaps  a  larger  variety  of 
poultr}'  houses  than  any  other  firm  on  the  market. 
Their  goods  are  always  dependable,  being  constructed 
soundly  of  well  seasoned  timber  and  retailed  at  prices 
which  should  suit  the  most  exacting  purchaser. 

Liverine  Ltd.,  Grimsby,  had  a  fine  display  of  foods, 
including  the  now  generally  used  "Liverine,"  a  valu- 
able article  of  diet  for  both  poultry  and  ducks;  "  Livo" 
and  "C.C.C."  chick  foods.  The  firm  has  recently  placed 
upon  the  market  a  perfected  clover  meal ;  this  is  a  great 
improvement  upon  the  ordinary  cut  clover,  being  ground 
to  a  fine  powder,  thus  making  it  easy  to  mix  with  soft 
food.  It  is  acknowledged  that  no  vegetable  product  is 
more  efficient  as  an  egg  producer. 

"  Laseo"  Ltd.,  Carruthers  Street,  LiverpooL  it 

was  unfortunate  that  this  firm's  exhibit  was  situated 
away  from  the  usual  poultry  appliances  section  and  con- 
sequently was  overlooked  by  many  interested  in  this 
wonderful  egg  producing  food.  They  had  an  attractive 
stand  on  the  ground  floor,  the  feature  of  which  was  the 
displa}'  of  the  two  silver  challenge  cups  recently  ofi'ered 
in  their  great  ^100  egg  competition.  The  prize  winning 
eggs  were  also  on  view.  Business  generally  is  reported 
as  being  very  brisk  and  the  proprietors  are  pleased  to 
announce  that  their  "  Lasco"  meat  meal  is  being  used  in 
the  U.P.C.  Twelve  Months  Laying  Competition  now  in 
progress  at  the  Harper-Adams  Agricultural  College, 
Newport,  Salop. 
Marshall,  James,  12,  Regent  Quay,  Aberdeen. 

Egg  boxes  and  cases  of  all  sizes  were  exhibited  by  this 
enterprising  Scottish  firm.  The  "  Simplex"  is  probably 
one  of  the  biggest  selling  lines  in  North  Britain  and  is 
acknowledged  as  one  of  the  safest,  lightest  and  strongest 
cases  on  the  market.  It  is  well  finished,  being  bound 
round  each  end  with  strong  galvanised  wire  which 
makes  it  practically  unbreakable  and  certainly  would 
withstand  any  amount  of  rough  handling.  The  "  Ben- 
ti-ovato"  case  for  farm  produce  is  one  of  the  handiest 
combination  boxes  we  have  seen  and  is  retailed  at  a  very 
low  figure.  Mr.  Marshall's  catalogue  is  also  a  very  fine 
example  of  the  printer's  art  and  should  be  secured  iDy  all 
interested  m  egg  handling. 

Molassine  Co.  Ltd.,  Greenwich,  S.E.  had  as  usual 

an  attractive  stand  whereon  they  were  showing  Molassine 
Meal  for  poultry,  dogs,  horses  and  cattle.     For  the 
Molassine  Laying  Meal,  the  firm  claim  that  it  has  no 
equal  for  egg  production. 
Morland  Appliance  Co.,  Crawley.   The"Morland  ' 

double  brooder  was  the  special  feature  of  this  stand. 
For  it,  the  firm  claim  that  it  is  the  most  economical  and 
efficient  rearer  on  the  market  to-day.  It  is  the  only 
brooder  containing  two  warm  chambers  heated  by  one 
lamp  aad  is  so  ventilated  that  different  temperatures  can 
be  maintained  in  each  warm  chamber  at  one  and  the 
same  time.  It  is  soundly  practical  and  constructed  of 
good  material  by  experienced  workmen.  The  brooder 
has  received  high  praise  from  several  of  the  foremost 
experts  in  the  country. 

Meech,  Randolph,  Poole,  Dorset,   in  addition  to  a 

full  range  of  poultry  houses,  runs,  etc.,  of  the  autliordox 
type  Mr.  Meech,  as  becomes  him  as  the  pioneer  of  the 
"  Intensive"  system  in  Great  Britain,  made  a  special 
show  of  all  the  appliances  necessary  for  this  new  system 
of  poultry  keeping  which  is  likely  to  revolutionise 
the  industry.  His  exhibition  was  undoubtedly  the  out- 
standing feature  of  the  Dairy  Show  and  was  inspected 


by  large  crowds  daily.  Such  appliances  as  the  "  City" 
laying  house,  the  "  City"  fireless  brooder,  "  City" 
brooder  coop,  "  City"  developing  coop  and  "  City  " 
double  decker  house  are  now  familiar  to  most  of  our 
readers  but  the  mammoth  "  City"  hennery  is  undoubtedly 
the  very  last  word  in  intensive  poultry  keeping.  This  is 
a  huge  structure,  measuring  some  40  feet  by  20  and 
capable  of  accomodating  250  laying  hens  kept  strictly  in 
confinement.  As  space  will  not  permit  of  an  adequate 
description,  we  strongly  recommend  our  readers  to 
secure  ]\[r.  Meech's  new  catalogue  describing  the  system 
which  will  undoubtedly  impress  one  with  its  possibilities. 

Miller,  Robert,  Stirlingshire  Poultry  Farm,  Denny 

N.B.  Mr.  Miller  took  the  opportunity  of  introducing  to 
the  "  Southerner"  some  new  ideas  in  incubators  and 
poultr}-  house  construction.  For  his  patent  hot-air 
incubator  with  moisture  device  in  the  shape  of  a  narrow 
water-tra}-  above  the  upper  diaphragm,  he  claims  to  have 
solved  the  problem  of  "dead  in  shell."  The  "  S.P.F." 
poultr}'  house  certainh'  fulfils  all  the  requirements  of  a 
"perfect  house  for  laying  hens"  and  came  in  for  a  deal 
of  favourable  comment  from  visitors. 

Phipps,  A.  E.  W..  Harborne,  Birmingham.  "  Per- 
fection" incubators  and  foster  mothers  are  now  house- 
hold words  amongst  poultry  keepers  and  therefore  need 
no  introduction.  The  demand  continues  to  increase  and 
to  meet  the  wishes  of  a  certain  section  of  his  clients,  Mr. 
Phipps  has  recently  introduced  the  "Premier"  hot-air 
incubator  which  has  thus  early  earned  great  praise  from 
users.  He  has  also  given  his  attention  to  the  fireless 
brooder  problem,  and,  as  a  result,  has  placed  upon  the 
market  an  appliance  which  has  been  received  with  much 
approval  b}-  eminent  poultry  keepers.  Like  all  Mr. 
Phipps'  goods,  it  is  soundly  constructed. 

Phosto  Co.,   Emsworth,   Hants.    The  value  of 

"  Phosto"  is  rapidly  becoming  known  to  the  majority  of 
poultry  keepers  and  it  is  gratifying  to  learn  from  Mr. 
Arthur  Hartley  that  the  sale  of  his  very  excellent  pre- 
paration has  surpassed  his  wildest  anticipations. 
"  Phosto"  is  now  widely  used  by  all  breeders  who  are 
desirous  of  securing  large  framed  white  fleshed  birds. 
It  is  an  excellent  "show  conditioner"  and  unrivalled  for 
producing  strong  germs  and  increasing  egg  production. 
The  many  testimonials  received  in  praise  of  "  Phosto" 
make  convincing  reading. 

Robinsons  Patents,  Ltd.,  332,  Goswell  Road,  E  C. 
This  old  established  firm  were  again  much  in  evidence 
and  had  on  view  many  examples  of  their  iSo  sizes  and 
varieties  of  egg  and  produce  packages.  Such  well- 
known  boxes  as  the  "  Anti-Smash,"  "  Featherweight  " 
and  "Smithfield"  were  to  be  inspected,  and,  we  learn, 
continue  to  gain  popularity.  The  firm's  farm  produce 
boxes  for  the  conveyance  of  eggs,  poultrj%  butter  and 
such  like  are  constantly  in  demand.  In  fact  they  are 
proving  so  popular  that  it  has  been  found  expedient  to 
keep  exteufling  the  sizes  and  varieties. 

Spratts  Patents,  Ltd  ,  24  Fenchureh  Street.  E.G.  No 

show  would  be  complete  without  "Spratts"  and  no 
well-organised  poultry  farm  without  the  firm's  products. 
They  were  showing  as  usual  a  comprehensive  display  of 
foods  and  medicines  including  "  Laymor,"  "  Crissel," 
"  Chikko,"  etc.  The  w^orld  famous  "  Hearson  "  incu- 
bators, brooders,  foster  mothers,  crammers,  etc.,  were 
also  on  view. 

Spillers  &  Bakers,  Ltd.,  Cardiff.    All  the  well 

known  "Victoria"  specialities  maimfactured  by  this 
firm  were  to  be  seen  here.  "Victoria"  chicken  meal, 
we  are  informed,  continues  to  increase  in  popularity 
amongst  poultry  keepers. 

Stephens,  Horace  W.,  Linden  Road,  Gloucester, 

made  a  good  show  of  poultry  appliances  of  every  des- 
cription including  the  highly  popular  "  Glevum  "  non- 
moisture  incubators  and  foster  mothers. 

Tamlin,  Wm.,  St.  Margarets  Works,  Twickenham. 

The  usual  colossal  display  was  made  by  Mr.  Tamlin 
whose  two  large  bays  were  always  the  centre  of  attraction 
during  the  show,  and  good  business  was  reported.  The 
justly  popular  "  Nonpareil  "  incubators  in  various  sizes 
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MRS.  WILKINSON, 

Celebrated  Breeder  and  Exhibitor  of 

BUFF,  BLACK  AND  WHITE  ORPINGTONS, 
BARRED,  BUFF  AND  WHITE  ROCKS  .  . 


Has  won  with  above  varieties 

111  Silver  Cups. 

Latest  win  at  Haywards  Heath  :— Poultry 
Club  Silver  Cup  for  best  Orpington  in 
the  Show  with  White  Orpington  Pullet. 

At  Grand  International,  Crystal  Palace,  and  Club 
Shows  alone  has  won  an  average  of  15  Silver  Cups, 
Specials  and  First  Prizes  for  the  last  six  years. 

Has  won  the  Challenge  Cup  live  times  for  best  Buff 
Orpington  Cockerel  at  the  Buff  Orpington  Club  Shows, 
in  fact  has  won  22  Buff  Orpington  Club  Silver  Cups, 
^^  llich  is  surely  a  proof  of  her  strain  standing  supreme. 

Mrs.  W.  has  also  won  Champion  Challenge  Trophy 
three  years  in  succession  for  best  Plymouth  Rock  at 
the  Grand  International  Show. 

At  Crystal  Palace  Show  alone,  in  1907-8-9  and  10, 
eleven  Silver  Cups  were  won  with  birds  bred  from 
breeding  pens  or  eggs  sold,  thus  proving  she  sells  as 
well  as  retains  good  reliable  stock. 

A  great  speciality  is  made  of  properly  mated  breeding 
pens  or  trios  of  Orpingtons  and  Plymouth  Rocks  ; 
hence  the  above  wins  by  her  customers. 

30  Silver  Cups 

have  been  won  by  purchasers  of  stock  and  eggs  from 
I\Irs.  Wilkinson  at  Shows  where  all  the  prominent 
exhibitors  compete. 

BIRDS  SHIPPED  TO  ALL  PARTS  OF  THE  WORLD. 

(Over  three  thousand  shipped  last  twelve  months) 

Three  days'  approval  in  England. 
Cash  with  order,  which  will  be  returned  at  once  if  birds  not  approved  of. 


Recent  wins  at 
DAIRY  SHOW 
October,  1912 : 

White  Orpington  Pullet,  First 
and 

Challenge  Silver  Cup 

for  best  White  Orpington  ;  also 

Silver  Medal 

for  best  Orpington  Pullet  in 
Show. 

Barred  Rock  Cockerel  :— FIRST 
and  THREE  SPECIALS. 

Buff  Orp.  Cockerel :— RESERVE. 

Buff  Orpington    Cockerel  (limit 
class)  —THIRD. 

White  Orpington  Cockerel  (limit 
class) :— SECOND. 


Teleplione— 13  GALQATE. 


Inspection  Invited. 
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WHITAKER  &  TOOTILL 

SPECIALISTS    BREEDERS  OF 

Champion  WHITE  LEGHORNS 
Champion  BLACK  MINORCAS 
Champion    WHITE  ORPINGTONS 

The  Most  Successful  Stud  in  the  World  in  the  above  Breeds,  having- 
bred  and  exhibited  more 

CHALLENGE    CUP   AND    CHAMPIONSHIP  WINNERS 

Than  any  other  Yard  at  all  the  best  Shows. 
Note  latest  successes  at  the  recent 

DAIRY  SHOW. 
TWO  CHAMPIONSHIPS. 
TWO    SPECIALS.       FIVE  FIRSTS. 
ONE    SECOND.  TWO  THIRDS. 

TWO    FOURTHS.        ONE  FIFTH. 


RECORD  SUCCESSES. 

Awarded  50-Guinea  Trophy  and  British  Minorca  Club  Champion- 
ship Prize  at  Club  Shows,  1905,  1906,  1907,  1908,  1909;  both  Leg-horn 
Clubs'  White  Leghorn  Challenge  Cups  outright  (3  years  in  succes- 
sion);  Leghorn  championships  Dairy,  Leghorn  Club  Show,  L.P.R. 
and  A.  Club  Show,  White  Leghorn  Club  Show,  and  Crystal  Palace, 
igio :  Poultry  Club  Championship  Medal,  White  Orpington  Club 
Show,  1906,  1907,  1908,  and  1910;  30-Guinea  Trophy  best  male  bird  in 
Show.  Crystal  Palace,  1910;  White  Leghorn  Championships  Dairy 
and  Crystal  Palace,  1911 ;  Both  Championships  for  Leghorns  and 
Minorcas,  Dairy,  1912. 


Stock  of  highest  quality  for  disposal  at  from  20/-  each. 


Exportations  a  speciality.  Satisfaction  guaranteed 

Write  for  quotations  to— WHITAKER  &  F.  TOOTILL, 

Quarry  Farm,  POOL,  Yorkshire. 

Telegrams— Tootill,  Pool,  Leeds.       Telephone    88,  Arthington. 


Poultry  Farming 


Pays 

if  tlie  riglit  foods  are  used. 

MOLASSINE 

POULTRY  AND  CHICKEN 

MEALS 

have,  in  addition  to  the  feeding  properties  of  the  ordinary  poultry 
foods  upon  the  market,  the  enormous  advantage  of  keeping  birds 
healthy,  improving  the  plumage,  and  aiding  digestion. 

Molassine  Chicken  IMeal. 


(Makes  strong,  healthy  Chicks.   Should  be  fed  up  to  two 
months  old.)  . .  . .  . .    18/-  per  cwt 

IWoiassine  Biscuit  Meal. 

(A  splendid  utility  Meal.    For  poultry  from  two  months  old 
to  maturity.)  .  .  . .  . .    18/-  per  cwt. 

Molassine  Laying  Meal. 

(Invaluable  for  keeping  Hens  healthy  and  increasing  the 
egg  supply.)  ..  ..  ..    15/- per  cwt. 

Molassine  Fattening  Meal. 

(For  preparing  all  Poultry  for  table.)  . .    14/-  per  cwt 

Molassine  Poultry  Meal. 

(A  highly  concentrated  soft  Meal ;  specially  recommended 
as  a  morning  feed.)    . .  . .  . .   13/6  per  cwt. 

Sold   everywhere.    Carriage  paid  on  1  cwt.  and  upwards. 

The  Molassine  Co.,  Ltd.,  Green7Vich,  London. 


Numbep  2  of  the  Record  Series  of  Handbooks 

POULTRY  FATTENING. 

BY  EDWARD  BROWN,  F.L.S. 

ON  SALE  AT  ALL  BOOKSTALLS  AND  NEWSAGENTS. 

PRICE   is.,    POST   FREE   Is.   2cl.  FROM 
THE   ILLUSTRATED   POULTRY   RECORD,   Tudor   House,  Tudor   Street,  E.C. 


POULTRY  ON  SMALL  AREAS  OF  GROUND. 

Or,  THE  PHILO  SYSTEM  ADAPTED  TO  THE  BRITISH  ISLES. 

By 

MAJOR  GERALD   MANSFIELD,  M.B., 

Royal  Army  Medical  Corps. 

Price  1/-  Net. 

Published  by 

R,  T.  LANG,  Ltd.,  Tudor  House,  Tudor  Street,  London,  E.C, 
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were  an  outstanding  feature  of  the  exhibit.  Several 
were  busily  engaged  hatching  out  chickens  and  pheasants 
whilst  the  "Nonpareil"  foster  mothers  had  their  full 
complement  of  strong,  healthy  chickens.  With  such  a 
wide  range  of  goods,  it  is  difficult  to  single  out  any  for 
special  mention,  suffice  it  to  say  that  all  the  popular 
lines  in  houses,  coops,  runs,  etc.  were  to  be  found  here. 
Amongst  those  which  attracted  our  special  attention 
were  the  "  Surbiton,"  "Hampton,"  "Cranford,"  "Moor- 
mead,"  and  "  Twickenham  "  houses.  The  "  Isleworth  '' 
scratching  sheds  and  "  Whitton  "  cockerel  pens  are  well 
made  appliances  which  are  of  marvellous  value  for  the 
money  asked.  There  were  also  a  full  line  of  "smalls" 
such  as  oyster  shell,  grits,  egg  producing  powders, 
medicines  and  meals. 

Thorpe  &  Sons,  A.,  Rye,  Sussex.  The  manufacturers 
of  the  highly  popular  "  Cock  of  the  Walk"  poultry  meal 
occupied  their  usual  position  and  had  on  view  a  verj' 
wide  range  of  meals,  grits,  medicines,  etc.  The  demand 
for  this  firm's  wares  continues  to  increase  and  favourable 
reports  of  the  value  of  their  foods  are  being  received 


ITEMS  OF  THE  MONTH. 

£100  Egg  Competition. 

This  Competition,  promoted  by  the  "Lasco"  Poultry 
Meal  Co.,  of  Carruthers  Street,  Liverpool,  who  offered 
two  25  Guinea  Challenge  Cups  and  money  prizes  to  the 
total  value  of  £50,  took  place  on  the  26th  September  at 
the  premises  of  the  British  Poultry  Federation,  Ltd.,  26, 
Hosier  Lane,  London,  K.C. 

Seventy-one  entries  were  received,  31  for  white  eggs 
and  40  for  brown.  The  actual  number  of  exhibits  were, 
however,  considerably  less,  and  these  were  in  many 
instances  spoilt  by  careless  handling  of  the  boxes  by  the 
railway  and  other  carriers. 

The  standai-d  for  judging  was  that  laid  down  by  the 
joint  Committee  of  the  National  Poultry  Organisation 
and  the  Utility  Poviltry  Club,  the  points  being  awarded 
as  follows  :  For  Freshness,  40  points ;  Texture  of  Shell, 
15  points;  Size,  15  points;  Uniformity  of  Colour,  Size,  and 
Shape,  15  points;  and  Cleanliness  and  Bloom,  15  points. 


Prizes  in  the  £100  Egg  C 

from  all  quarters  where  large  egg  yields  are  demanded. 
Messrs.  Thorpe's  booklet  containing  hints  on  feeding  is 
a  useful  publication  which  should  be  in  the  hands  of  all 
interested.    It  will  be  posted  gratis  to  all  enquirers. 

Toope  &  Co.,  R.,  Stepney,  E.  Amongst  a  large 
selection  of  excellent  appliances  shewn  by  Messrs.  Toope 
were  their  "  Asbestic  Hen  "  incubators  which  are  claimed 
to  be  the  only  damp  proof  and  fire  proof  incubators  on 
the  market,  the  "Ideal"  brooder,  grain  sprouter  and 
several  examples  of  houses. 

Other  exhibitors  included  Messrs.  Osborne  &  Young, 
Ltd.,  Brixton  (foods  for  poultry  and  pigeons) ;  W.  F. 
Snell,  Yeovil  (Appliances) ;  P.  Proud  &  Sous,  Birkdale, 
Southport  (foods,  grits  and  medicines);  Walker,  Harrison 
&  Garthwaites,  Ltd.,  Ratclifife  Cross,  F.  (foods)  ;  W.  G. 
Clarke  &  Sons,  Limehouse,  F.  (foods)  ;  Parrish's  Patent 
Cooker,  Ltd.,  Derby  (poultry  food  cookers) ;  A.  Neverson, 
Peakirk  (appliances) ;  J.  Thorley,  Ltd.,  Kings  Cross,  N. 
(Ovum  for  poultry) ;  John  Service,  Barnet  (appliances)  ; 
W.  Vale,  South  Norwood  (medicines  &  books) ;  A.  Cook, 
Waterloo  Bridge  (baskets)  ;  T.  P.  Bethell  (egg  boxes) ; 
Allen  Poultry  Co.,  Ltd.,  Sawbridgeworth  ;  J.  Ashby  & 
Sons,  Brixton,  S.W. ;  Castle  Foods  Co.,  Ltd.,  Queenboro', 
Kent ;  Cardon  &  Cresno,  Chancery  Lane,  F.C.;  Dixon's, 
Handsworth ;  and  Gilbertson  &  Page,  Ltd.  Hertford. 


mpetition.  (See  this  page). 
CLASS  I,  12  WHITE  EOaS. 

1ST  PRIZE,  25  GUINEA  SII<VER  CHAI,I,ENGE  CUP  AND 

£2  CASH,  won  by  Wm.  Barron,  Bartle,  near  Preston. 

2ND  PRIZE,  CASH  ^2,  woii  by  Mrs.  Ibberson,  Hutton. 

3RD  PRIZE,  CASH  ;^i  los.,  won  by  Mrs.  Harding,  Bath. 

Cash  Prizes,  £i  each,  won  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Clarke, 
Huddersfield ;  Mr.  John  Fllis,  Bilton  ;  Mr.  John  Fox, 
Hollow  Meadows;  Mr.  Thos.  Lidbetter,  Leeds;  Miss 
Harriett  Furney,  Wexford. 

Prizes  Vai,ue  io/-  each,  won  by  Mrs.  E.  M.  Fawkes, 
Allesley ;  Mr.  H.  F.  Plant,  Ross-on-Wye ;  Mr.  Wm. 
Andrew,  Higher  Tranmere;  Mr.  Fdgar  Abbott,  Braintree; 
Mr.  T.  J.  Skelton,  Wylde  Green,  Birmingham;  Mr.  F- 
Harris,  Faringdon;  Mr.  Hubert  K.  Unsworth,  Grnnsargh; 
Mr.  Frank  Goodhead,  Winskill ;  Mr.  Hugh  Jones, 
Prestolee,  near  Stoneclough  ;  Mr.  J.  R.  Jones,  Newtown. 

CLASS  2,  FOR  12  BROWN  OR  TINTED  EGQS. 

TST  PRIZE,  25  GUINEA  SII^VER  CHAI^I^ENGE  CUP  AND 

£2  CASH,  won  by  Mr.  Wm.  Barron,  Bartle,  near  Preston. 

2ND  PRIZE,  CASH  £2,  won  by  Mr.  Williams,  Great 
Sanghall. 
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Unrivalled  for 

CONDITION  IN  SHOW  PEN 

and  as 

A  GENERAL  TONIC. 

In  tins,  post  free,  1/-,  2/6,  4/6. 

Larger  quantities  much  cheaper. 

The  "PHOSTO"  Co.,  Emsworth,  Hants. 


PHOSTO 


AT  THE  19t2   DAIRY  SHOW 

Stainthorp's  Chicken  Foods 

PROVKD  TO  BE  THE 

Champion  Food  the  iViari(et 


In  the  Utility  Classes  for  Dressed  Fowls 
ALL  MEDALS  OFFERED 

By  the  Society  (Three  Silvers  and  One  Gold)  were 
awarded  to  Birds  reared  on 
STAINTHORP'S  FOODS. 

HERE'S   AN    EYE    OPENER    FOR  OTHERS. 

In  the  other  section  of  Fancy  Poultry  as  usual  a  good  share  of  the  Cup  Winners  were  reared  and  fed  on  our  Foods, 

It  is  the  same  in  every  line  of  life,  and  that  is  why  Stainthorp's  CMiicken  Foods  are  so  superior  to  other  makes.  Stainthorp  has  concentrated  his  attention 
on  Poultry  aud  their  requirements.  lie  has  been  judge  at  the  principal  poultry  exhibitions  for  many  years.  For  thirty  years  Poultry  has  been  his  "fad,"  and 
he  has  manufactured  Chicken  Foods,  the  product  of  these  years  of  careful  study  and  experience. 

Stainthorp  knows  exactly  what  an  exhibition  specimen  should  be,  but  better,  he  has  discovered  how  to  bring  out  those  qualities  which  bring-  home  the 
Cups  and  First  Prizes.  Experts  acknowledge  that  correct  feeding  from  Chickenhood  is  the  chief  rung  on  the  ladder  of  the  successful  Poultry  Keeper.  Successful 
men  speak  of  Stainthorp's  Foods  as  having  no  rival.  It  is  just  a  matter  of  knowing  why  you  should  rely  on  a  certain  food.  It  is  obvious  that  Stainthorp  must 
know  what  is  the  best  for  poultry,  better  than  manufacturers  who  have  not  really  studied  the  question.'  He  has  judged  974  shows. 

TO  GET  YOUR   FOWLS  PERFECT  OUTSIDE  YOU   MUST  FIRST  GET  THEM   PERFECT  INSIDE. 

Two  remarkable  Letters  just  received  from  two  of  the  foremost  Champions  of  the  day— 


K.  Stainthorp,  Esq,  Ho)ieycott,  Hawes. 

April  ]3th,  1912. 

Deae  Sik, 

Please  .send  me  next  week  10  cwt.  of  your  Champion  Cliicken  Meal 
aud  1  cwt.  Biscuit  Meal.  We  are  rearing  our  chickens  this  year 
entirely  on  your  meal  with  a  little  wheat  after  the  first  fortnight. 
At  the  present  date  we  have  close  on  900  chickens  that  have  had  your 
meal  four  times  per  day,  and  a  healthier  lot  we  never  owned.  187  are 
January  hatched. 

Yours  sincerely, 

J.  WIIAKTON. 


I{.  Stainthorp,  Esq.,  Darlington. 

Quarry  Farm,  Pool,  Leeds,  April  3rd,  1912 

Dear  Sir, 

Enclosed  i)lease  find  cheque  in  settlement  of  your  account  for  chicken 
meal.  I  should  also  be  glad  if  yon  would  put  on  rail  at  onoe 
a  further  6  cwt.  addressed  to  Pool  Station,  N.E.  Rly. 

I  cannot  find  anj'thing  to  beat  it.  Have  used  it  extensively  this 
season,  and  never  had  fewer  losses  and  never  had  Chickens  grow  and 
feather  so  well.    I  think  it  is  an  ideal  food  and  most  economical, 

Yours  faithfully, 

FRED.  TOOTILL. 


PRICES   OF    MY  SPECIALITIES: 


Champion  Chicken  Food  ... 
The  Challenge  Chicken  Food 
Champion  Turkey  Food 
Champion  Poultry  Food 

ALL  GOODS 


Cwt. 
s.  d. 


16 
16 
18 
14 


^  Cwt. 
s.  d. 
8  (i 

8  6 

9  6 
7  6 


i  Cwt. 
s.  d. 
5  0 
5  0 


Cwt. 
s.  d. 


Special  Biscuit  Meal  for  Poultry 
Special  Biscuit  Meal  for  Chickens 
Chicken  Grit 


16 
17 

5 


:  Cwt. 

s.  d. 

9  0 

9  6 

3  0 


i  Cwt 
s.  d 
6  8 
6  6 
2  0 


CARRIAGE  PAID. 


SEND    FOR    CATALOGUE  FREE. 


R.    STAINTHORP,    Chicken    Fooci    Expert,  DARLINGTON. 


See  Advertisement  page  X. 


Smallholders'  and  Poultry-Keepers'  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.,  147,  Stroud  Green  Road,  London,  N. 

Date  191... 

I,  the  undersigned,  hereby  apply  for  shares  of  £1  each,  Fui^y  paid  ^  instalments,*     ^-^^  above-named 

Society,  in  respect  of  which,  together  with  One  SniLLiNa  Entrance  Fee,  and  Sixpence  for  copy  of  the  Rules  of 
the  Society, t  I  enclose  you  the  sum  of  £  ,  and  I  agree  to  accept  the  shares  in  accordance  with  the  rules 

of  the  Society,  and  to  be  bound  thereby. 

Usual  Signature  

Please  Name  in  full  (Mr.,  Mrs.,  or  Miss)  

wiPite 

distinctly.  Address  

Profession  or  Occupation  

*  Strike  out  one  line.  t  Strike  out  if  a  copy  of  the  Rules  is  not  required. 

Cheques,  Postal  and  Money  Orders  to  he  made  payable  to  the  Smallholders'  and  Poultry-Keepers'  Co-operative 
Society,  Ltd.,  and  crossed  London  and  South  Western  Bank  {Stroud  Green  Branch),  and  sent  ivith  this  form  to  the 
Secretary,  147,  Stroud  Green  Boad,  London,  N. 
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3RD  PRIZE,  CASH      los.,  woti  by  Mr.  T.  Lidbetter,  Leeds. 

Prizes  Vai,ue  £,1  each,  wou  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Selby, 
Stoke  Priory ;  Mr.  J.  Craven,  Pudsey ;  Mr.  N.  Butcher, 
Leominster ;  Mr.  P^rank  Brindley,  Astbury ;  Mr.  W.  A. 
Holmes,  Chesterfield. 

Prizes  Vai,ue  to/-  each,  won  by  Mrs.  E.  M.  Fawkes, 
AUesley ;  Mrs.  Eastwood,  Hoylake ;  Mr.  Edgar  Abbot, 
Braintree ;  Mrs.  Louisa  Braund,  Shaldon ;  Mrs.  J. 
Ibberson,  Hutton  ;  Mr.  J.  R.  Jones,  Newtown  ;  Mr.  Wm. 
Sayers,  Guildford  ;  Mr.  E.  Harris,  Faringdon  ;  Mrs.  L.  R. 
Brockie,  Liscard;  Mrs.  Kathleen  Cane,  Billinghurst. 

Prizes  Value  5/-  each,  won  by  Mrs.  Harding,  Bath  ; 
Mrs.  S.  James,  Berriew;  Mr.  John  R.  Turton,  Raby, 
Cheshire  ;  Mr.  J.  W.  Bottomley,  Barkisland ;  Mr.  Herbert 
K.  Unsworth,  Grimsargh ;  Mr.  E.  E.  Dawson,  Dingle;  Mr. 
T.  J.  Skelton,  Wylde  Green,  Birmingham  ;  Mrs.  Hawke- 
shaw,  Ross-on-Wye  ;  Mr.  J.  A.  Clarke,  Huddersfield;  Mrs. 
James  Ashton,  Kirkdale  ;  Mr.  William  Mawdsle}',  Mawds- 
ley;  Mrs.  Harry  Bull,  New  Brighton;  Mrs.  E.  Stott, 
Birkenhead;  Mrs.  Helen  Lebri,  Burnham-on-Crouch. 

The  eggs  were  subsequently  presented  to  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's Hospital  for  use  of  the  patients. 

The  Judges'  report  is  as  follows: — "  The  first  prize- 
winner is  to  be  congratulated  not  only  upon  his  dual 
success  but  also  upon  the  very  high  standard  of  excel- 
lence of  his  exhibits.  He  showed  considerable  knowledge 
of  the  standard  required,  because  his  eggs  earned  almost 
full  points  and  were  far  in  advance  of  those  of  any  other 
competitor.  It  was  somewhat  difficult  to  place  second 
and  third,  but  the  '  freshness '  test  was  the  deciding 
factor.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  were  so  many 
eggs  damaged  in  transit,  the  senders  exhibiting  very 
little  knowledge  of  the  art  of  packing." 

Breeders'  Magic  Egg-Tester. 

The  testing  of  eggs  to  ascertain  their  fertility  is  a  mat- 
ter of  considerable  importance  to  the  breeder,  and 
accordingly  any  new  method  that  can  be  devised  is 
eagerly  welcomed.  A  most  ingenious  egg-tester  has  now 
been  put  on  the  market  and  the  excellence  of  its  results 
show  that  it  is  practical  in  every  way.  The  Breeders' 
Magic  Egg-Tester  derives  its  name  from  its  characteristic. 
Called  Breeders  because  of  the  fact  that  the  chicks  from 
the  "  O"  to  "  XX"  eggs  make  the  breeders  of  the  highest 
laying  power  as  regards  early  fecundity  number  of  eggs, 
and  propagation  of  this  same  quality  to,  the  stock  indefi- 
nitely. The  principal  features  of  this  tester  are  that  it 
enables  the  breeder  to  pick  out  the  best  eggs  and  at  the 
same  time  it  shows  if  and  to  what  extent  the  atmosphere 
has  entered  the  egg.  The  entrance  of  the  atmosphere 
through  the  porous  shell  (before  incubation)  injures  the 
"  vital  force  "  and  therefore  the  chances  of  germ  life  and 
its  development.  The  Tester  shows  further  all  particu- 
lars of  the  egg  so  that  the  breeder  can  tell  at  once  what 
class  of  bird  may  be  looked  for.  The  Breeders'  Magic 
Egg-Tester  may  be  obtained  from  the  sole  agents  for 
Great  Britain,  R.  Toope  and  Co.,  Stepney  Square,  E. 

Mr,  Tamlin's  Exports. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  W.  Tamlin's  exports  for 
September,  1912.  Six  60  and  three  100  incubators,  to 
C.  W.  Champion,  agent  for  the  Orange  Free  State ;  six 
60  incubators,  to  J.  F.  Marshall,  agent  for  the  Transvaal, 
S.  Africa ;  two  60  and  two  100  incubators,  to  A.  F. 
Philips  and  Co.,  agent  for  Rhodesia  ;  two  100  incubators 
and  one  100  foster-mother,  to  Fernand  Colnian,  agent 
for  Belgium  ;  six  100  incubators  and  six  300  foster- 
mothers,  to  Mons.  Andre  Masson,  agent  for  France  ;  one 
100  incubator  and  one  100  foster-mother,  to  Countess  de 
Nontgrillon,  France;  one  100  incubator,  to  J.  Baudet, 
France ;  one  200  incubator  and  one  100  foster-mother, 
to  G.  Laughton,  Buenos  Ayres ;  one  60  incubator,  to  T. 
Lendrum,  Boston,  U.S.A.  ;  one  100,  also  one  60  incuba- 
tor, one  60  foster-mother,  to  G.  M.  Roberts,  Kurrachee, 
India  ;  one  30  incubator  and  one  Surbiton  Poultrj^ 
House,  to  Mrs.  T.  Fish,  Italy  ;  one  60  incubator,  one  pen 
White  Wyandotte  fowls,  to  Geo.  Patrie,  W.  C.  Africa ; 
one  lOQ  incubator,  to  S.  S.  Dodd,  East  Africa. 


OUR    BOOK  MARKET. 

Any  of  the  jolloiving  books  will  be  supplied  at  the  prices 
named.    Cash  must  always  accompany  orders. 

Amateur  Poultry  -  Keeper.    By  w.  M.  Elkington. 

120  pages.    Fifteen  illustrations.    Price,  1/2  post  free. 

Incubators  and  their  Management.   By  J.  H.  Sut- 

CLIFFE.  Fifth  Edition.  Illustrated.  Pi-ice,  post  free,  1/2. 

Lett's  Poultry  -  Keeper's  Account  Book.  Edited  by 
Lewis  Wright.  Cr.  8vo.  Post  free  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  Colonies,  and  foreign  countries,  2/8. 

Poultry  and   Egg  Raising  at  Home.  By  W.  M. 

Elkington.    Illustrated.    Price,  post  free  1/2. 

Poultry  Culture  for  Profit.  By  Rev.  T.  W.  Sturges, 

M.A.  Third  Edition.  Cr.  8vo,  134  pages.  Fully  illus- 
trated. Post  free  in  the  United  Kingdom,  the  Colouies, 
and  foreign  countries,  paper  covers,  1/3;  cloth,  1/9. 

Poultry  Fattening.  By  Edward  Brown,  F.L.S.  Fifteen 
illustrations,  120  pages.    Price,  1/2  post  free. 

Poultry  for  Prizes  and  Profit.  By  Jambs  Long.  New 

Edition.  Revised  by  W.  M.  Elkington.  Illustrated. 
Post  free  6/4  in  the  United  Kingdom ;  in  the  Colonies 
and  abroad,  7/6. 

Poultry- Keeping  as  an  Industry  for  Farmers  and 

Cottagers.  By  Edward  Brown,  P.L.S.,  Secretary 
of  the  National  Poultry  Organisation  Society.  Sixth 
Edition.  4to,  206  pages,  fully  illustrated.  Post  free  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  6/6 ;  6/9  to  the  Colonies  and 
foreign  countries. 

Popular  Poultry  -  Keeping.  By  W.  M.  Elkington. 
Illustrated.    Price,  post  free,  1/2. 

Possibilities  of  Modern  Poultry  -  Farming.   By  J. 

Stephen  Hicks  and  W.  H.  G.  Ewart.  Price,  \\\\ 
post  free. 

Progressive  Poultry  Culture.  By  Arthur  a,  Brigham. 

B.S.,  Ph.D.  Illustrated.  300  pages.  Post  free,  6/6. 

Races  of  Domestic  Poultry.    By  Edward  Brown, 

F.L.S. ,  Secretary  of  the  National  Poultry  Organisation 
Society.  4to,  234  pages,  with  chapters  on  breeding, 
fully  illustrated.  Post  free  in  the  United  Kingdom,  6/6 ; 
6/9  to  the  Colonies  and  foreign  countries. 

Record  Poultry  Book.  Nine  illustrations.  Written  by 
Experts.    Post  free,  l^d. 

Record  Poultry  Book.  Nine  illustrations.  Written  by 
Experts  in  Welsh.    Price,  post  free,  l|d. 

Report  on  the  Poultry  Industry  in  America.  By 

Edward  Brown,  F.L.S.  Third  Edition.  Fully  illus- 
trated.   Price,  post  free,  1/3. 

Report  on  the  Poultry  Industry  in  Denmark  and 
Sweden.  By  Edward  Brown,  F.L.S.  Fully  illus- 
trated.   Price,  post  free,  1/3. 

The  New  Book  of  Poultry  By  Lewis  Wright.  Demy 
4to,  600  pages,  with  many  coloured  plates,  &c.  Post 
free  in  the  United  Kingdom,  21/10  ;  24/-  to  the  Colonies 
and  foreign  countries. 

The  Poultry  Manual.  By  Rev.  T.  w.  Sturgks,  M.A. 

600  pages,  52  illustrations.    Price,  6/6  post  free. 

Report  on  the  Second  National  Poultry  Con- 
ference, 1907.  Edited  by  Edward  Brown,  F.L.S. 
382  pages,  with  nine  illustrations.  Post  free  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  5/6  ;  in  the  Colonies  and  foreign  countries,  6/-. 

The  Practical  Poultry-Keeper.   By  Lewis  Wright. 

Cr.  8vo,  320  pages,  with  eight  coloured  plates  and  other 
illustrations.  Post  free  in  the  United  Kingdom,  3/10; 
4/-  to  the  Colonies  and  foreign  countries. 

THE   ILLUSTRATED    POULTRY  RECORD, 

TUDOR  HOUSE,  TUDOR  STREET,  E.C. 
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1 0,000  Eggs 

Turned  in  less  than  five  minutes  in  a 

GLOUeESTER 
INeUBATOR 

by  means  of  our 

New  Patent  Self-turning  Egg  Tray 


PRICES   OF  INCUBATORS. 
40  Egg  size...  £2  10   O       150  Egg  size  ..  £4   5  O 
66        „       ...     3    O   O       240       „         ...    6    O  O 
100        „       ...     3  15   O       390       „         ...    7    5  O 
Prompt  despatch  Guaranteed,  Carriage  Paid. 

This  marvellous  appliance  is  a  st'lf-contained  egg  tray,  shaped 
similar  to  an  ordinary  tray  and  quite  as  light  and  strong.  It  con- 
tains a  most  ingenious  mechanism  which  enables  all  the  eggs  to  be 
turned  by  one  movement  of  the  hand  in  about  a  second.  It  is 
IMPOSSIBLE  FOR  ANY  EGG  TO  MLSS  BEING  TURNED. 
This  is  guaranteed.  It  will  quickly  repay  its  additional  cost  as  you 
will  probably  get  a  better  percentage  through  avoiding  risk  of 
chilling  or  ot  addling  through  eggs  missed  being  turned.  It  will  be 
found  invaluable  as  an  enormous  time-s.iver  in  large  plants  and 
will  absolutely  insure  all  eggs  being  turned  throughout  the  hatch. 

The  Gloucester  Self-filler  is  an  ingeniously-constructed  appli- 
ance, guaranteed  to  do  the  work  for  which  it  is  intended — viz.,  to 
automatically  keep  a  uniform  level  of  oil  in  the  lamp  reservoir 
during  the  whole  hatch. 

The  Gloucester  Incubator  with  self-turning  egg-tray,  self- 
filling  lamp,  mechanical  wick  trimmer  and  nursery  into  which  the 
chicks  automatically  drop  is  as  near  an  absolutely  automatic 
incubator  as  it  is  possible  to  be.  This,  together  with  its  unsur- 
passed hatching  qualities  of  the  finest  and  healthiest  chicks  that  it 
is  possible  to  produce,  accompanied  by  a  solid  guarantee,  is  a 
combination  of  excellence  never  before  approached  by  any  other 
machine. 

GUARANTEE. — We  guarantee  that  you  will  hatch  finer, 
larger,and  healthier  chicks  in  the  "GLOUCESTER  "  Incubator, 
and  more  of  them  than  in  any  other  machine  ;  and  after  three 
months'  trial  of  it,  if  you  think  you  can  buy  a  better  one,  you  are 
at  liberty  to  send  it  back  and  we  will  refund  you  what  you  have 
paid  in  full. 


No  other  incubator  has  gained  a  silver  medal  or 
any  other  award  in  competition  with  our  machines. 


The  above  is  a  summapy  of  our  illustrated  catalogue, 
which  contains  full  particulars  of  our  Incubators, 
Brooders,  and  other  Poultry  requisites.  This  is  sent 
post  free  on  application. 


GLOUCESTER  INCUBATOR  CO. 

(late  Incubator  Components  Co.), 

Deparment,  P,  GLOUCESTER. 


ENGLAND'S 
Famous  Stud. 

WHITE  ORPINGTONS. 
WHY  ? 

Has  won  more  premier  honours  at  the  D.'airy,  Palace,  and 
Club  Shows,  1908-1911,  than  any  other  stud,  and  won  more  Ists 
and  Specials  in  open  classes  at  these  events  in  1911  than  all 
the  other  studs  together  ;  also  carried  off  leading  honours 
America  and  South  Africa,  and  leading  prices  for  stock  sold. 

Has  A  World-Wide  Export  Trade  and  supplies  Breeding 
Stock  and  Winners  to  leading  breeders  all  over  the  world. 
Show  Birds  a  Speciality. 

Has  a  Short  Leg  and  deep,  low,  wide,  massive  body  and 
neat  head  the  judge  of  to-day  demands,  together  with  great 
purity  of  Whiteness. 


UTILITY  Birds 

,,         Breeding  Pens 
EXHIBITION  Birds  . 

„  Breeding  Pens 


from  £0  7  6 
„  £3  10  0 
,,£110 
„    £5   5  0 


Prolific  Layers  and  splendid  table  qualities  are  very  strong 
features  with  this  stud.  If  you  want  a  profit-eai-ning  bird 
with  a  splendid  demand  at  the  best  prices,  try  the  White 
Orpington— and  get  a  good  strain. 

MISS  CAREY,  Toynton,  Spilsby. 

Buff  and  White  Orpingtons  and  FaveroUes  bred. 
Pupils  received. 


Private  Breeders, 
Owners  and  Amateurs 

Will  fiud  that  a  publication  of  peculiar 
value  to  them,  always  offering  a  ready 
market  for  the  purchase  and  sale  of 
their  goods,  is  that  practical  and 
responsible  journal 

The  Bazaar,  Exchange  and  Mart. 

For  44  years  this  has  been 

THE    GREAT  PAPER 

for  Private  Sales  ;  and  transactions  through 
it  are  satisfactory  and  simple  to  effect.    Get  a 

copy  yourself  and   see  the  classified 
adverts. 

SURPLUS  STOCK  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION 


—Poultry,  Pets,  Dogs,  Garden  Plants,  Bees,  Cage  Birds 
Cattle,  or  anything  else— may  be  disposed  of  rapidly,  cheaply 
and  conveniently  through   "  The  Bazaar."    Try  it  yourself^ 
Advts.  of  Private  Breeders,  Owners  and  Growers  (not  Dealers 
or  those  who  buy  to  sell  again)  are  inserted  at  3  words  id. 
three  consecutive  insertions  for  the  price  of  two. 

Likewise,  to  buy  any  of  these  things,  consult"  The  Bazaar,' 
which  puts  you  in  touch  with  those  who  have  good  live-stock, 
and  high-class  articles  generally,  to  sell. 

PRICE   2cl.  EVERYWHERE. 

OfHces  :  Bazaar  Buildings,  Drury  Lane, 
London,  W.C. 
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FOR  SALE. 

LHRGE 

SeOTTISH 

POULTRY 
FHRM 

SHOWING  BIG  PROFITS  FOR 
SEVERAL  YEARS  PAST. 


Excellent    Reason    for  Selling. 


Full  particulars  from 
Box  S,  "Illustrated  Poultry  Record" 
Tudor  House,  Tudor  Street, 
  LONDON,  B.C.   


BARRED  ROCK  Breeders 

Learn  more  about  your  birds. 

Send  50c.  for  one  Year's 
subscription  to 

NATIONAL 
BARRED  ROCK 
JOURNAL. 

Only  Monthly  Magazine  In  the  World 
devoted    exclusively  to  Barred  Rocks. 

Official  Organ  fortlie  Breed. 

W.    L.  ROBINSON, 

Union  City,  Michigan  (Box  122)  U.S.A. 


POULTRY 

HUSBANDRY. 


"  The  Quality  Poultry  Journal." 

Edited  by  D.  M.  Geeen.  ^„ 

"The  Quality  Poultry  Journal" 
is  recognised  as  a  trustworthy  and 
authoritative  publication  on  all 
Poultry  matters.  Its  Editor  is 
well-known  throughout  the  poultry 
world  and  his  journal  is  so  com- 
prehensive as  to  be  indispensable 
to  all  who  are  in  any  way  interested 
in  poultry.  Specimen  copy  free. 
Subscription  4/2  per  annum  post 
free. 

United  Poultry  Publishing  Co., 
WATERVILLE,  N.Y.,  U.S.A. 


The  Stanley  Cleft 
Chestnut  Pale  Fencing. 

strong,  Durable,  Easily 
Erected  and  Economical 

\  MADE  THROUGHOUT  FROM  / 
ALL-BRITISH  MATERIALS 


/. 


special  Quotations 
for  large  Quantities. 


A  Special  Design  is  made 
for  use  in  Hunting  Districts. 


Awarded  Silver  Medal  at  Festival 
of  Empire,  iqii,  Crystal  Palace. 


Prices  &  full  Particulars  free  from 

The  Stanley  Underwood,  Co. 

Shottermill, 
HASLEMERE,  SURREY. 


The  Investor's 
Monthly  Manual 

ESTABLISHED  1864. 

An  indispensable  Work  of  Reference  to 
everyone  interested  in  the  movements  of 
Stocks  and  Shares. 

Absolutely  free  from  any  connection  with 
any  financial  house  or  speculative  agency 

The  Investors  Monthly  Manual  is  pub- 
lished at  the  beginning  of  each  month(generally 
on  the  2ncl  and  is  by  far  the  MOST  COMPLETE 
PERIODICAL  RECORD  in  existence  of  the 
dealings  throughout  theUnitedKingdom  during 
and  up  to  the  last  day  of  each  month,  in  every 
description  of  Stocljs  and  Shares,  &c. 

The  Manual  gives  particulars  of  three  thous- 
and secuiities  (many  of  which  are  not  quoted 
on  the  London  Stock  Exchange),  with  their 
variations  in  price  during  the  month  and 
during  the  year,  the  dividends  recently  paid, 
and  the  yield  to  an  investor  at  present  quota- 
tions. 

A  "  Summary  of  Profit  and  Loss  Accounts  " 
presents  a  comparison  of  Industrial  Companies 
not  to  found  elsewhere.  The  Manual  also 
contains  a  financial  record  of  the  Month, 
together  with  articles  and  notes  upon  current 
topics  of  interest. 

Ordinary  Numbers,  price  Is. ;  by  post  Is.  1  Jd' 
Double  Numbers  (published  in  Jan.  &  July) 
price  Is.  6cl.,  by  post  Is.  9cl. 
Aniiual  Subscription  (including  Double 
Numbers),  14s.  9d,  post  free. 

Publishing  O  ffice, 

3,  ARUNDEL  STREET, 
STRAND,  LONDON,  W.G. 


THERE  iS  NO  WARPING 
OF  FACTS  HERE  !  ! 

The  intensive  hen  -  keeping 
continues  to  make  sensational 
progress— is  just  what  the  public 
wanted. 

You  see  it  serves  the  Com- 
munity- the  old  plan  could  not. 

Randolph,  schooled  in  its 
mysteries,  has  shown  the  way; 
big  crowds  of  enthusiasts  are  now 
at  his  heels. 

After  the  closest  research  and 
experiment,  in  hot  suns  and  biting 
winds,  he  termed  it  a  godsend. 

Surely  that's  sufficient  for  the 
unbiassed  and  unblinded. 

There  never  was  a  better 
proposition  for  "hen  fruit  "—Eggs, 
winter  or  summer. 

And  doesn't  it  come  as  a  great 
opportunity  for  the  English 
householder— town  or  country. 

Honestly  there  isn't  a  more 
inexpensive  or  economical  method 
of  fowl  keeping— it  has  more 
than  a  snap  of  profit-making  in 
it  always. 

No  matter  what  you  can 
afford,  little  or  much,  it  must 
appeal  to  you  if  you  will  but 
investigate. 

Why  not  write  for  the  Cata- 
logue? Within  its  pages  you 
may  ascertain  how  successful 
hen-men  work— for  Eggs. 

This  literature  is  free  to  all, 
anyway  just  now.  It  is  high  time 
you  got  acquainted  with  this  new 
scheme  for  Eggs. 

RANDOLPH  MEECH, 

England's  Intensive  Specialist, 

POOLE,  DORSET. 

On  no  account  fail  to  inspect  my  colossal 
intensive    lien-Leeping   display  at  the 
coming  Crystal  Palace  Shoiu,  November 
mh,  13th,  and  Uth. 
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THE  SMALLHOLDERS'   HANDBOOK.  .      ^  . 

Written  by  Experts  in  all  brandies  of  Farminp;— Dairying, 
Pig-Keeping,  Poultry  Fannin^;,  Management  of  Farm, 
Lands,  and  Crops,— Bee-Keeping  and  Market  Gardening. 
A  splendid  book  for  everyone  with  a  small  piece  of  land 
which  he  would  like  to  turn  to  account.  Fully  illustrated. 
Bound  in  waterproof  material,  gilt,  3/6  net ;  by  post,  3/10. 

INCUBATORS  AND  THEIR  MANAGEMENT. 

New  Edition  (the  seventh)  just  out.  Gives 
just  the  information  required  by  persons 
running,  or  proposing  to  run  an  Incubator. 
By  J.  H.  Su:clift'e.  illustrated.  1/-  net ;  by 
post,  1/2. 

PROFITABLE  POULTRY-FARMING. 

The  methods  that  give  the  best  results  and 
the  mistakes  to  be  avoided.  In  paper,  1/- 
net  ;  by  post  1/2. 

BREAKING  AND  TRAINING  DOGS. 

An  admirable  Book  and  a  standard  work  on  educating  dogs  for 
all  purposes,  on  the  farm  or  elsewhere.  Illustrated.  In 
waterproof  material,  gilt,  6/6  net ;  by  post,  6/10. 

PRACTICAL  PIG-KEEPING. 

In  paper,  1/-  net ;  by  post,  1/2. 

BOOK  OF  BEE-KEEPING. 

Clearly  written  and  thoroughly  up-to-date.  Well  illustrated. 
Fourth  edition,  in  paper,  1/-  net  ;  by  post,  1/2  ;  in  cloth  gilt,  1/6 
net ;  by  post  1/8. 

FRUIT  CULTURE. 

In  the  Open  Air ;  with  instructions  for  dealing  with  Insect 
Pests  and  Fungoid  Diseases.  Tliird  Edition.  In  paper,  1/- 
net ;  by  post,  1/2. 

MODERN   DAIRY  FARMING. 

Including  the  making  of  Butter  and  Cheeses.  A  thoroughly 
practical  book.  Illustrated.  In  waterproof  rexine,  gilt,  6/6 
net  ;  by  post,  3/10. 

PROFITABLE  PIG-BREEDING  AND  FEEDING. 

Emphasising  the  commercial  possibilities  in  the  production 
of  Pig  Meats.  Illustrated.  In  waterproof  rexine,  gilt,  3/6 
net ;  by  post,  3/10. 


L.  UPCOTT  GILL,  Bazaar  Buildings,  Drury  Lane,  W.C. 


The  Brand  Guarantees  One  &  All  Quality. 

Srr  fhr  Brand  on.  EVERY  PncJct. 

ONE  &  ALL  SEEDS  are  reliable,  pure,  and  guaranteed.  They 
are  supplied  in  scaled  packets,  convenient  in  size  for  large  and 
small  gardens  and  greenhouses -viz.,  id.,  3d.,  and  6d.  each. 

Each  packet  bears  the  Trade  Mark.    "  One  &  All,"  in  a  garter. 

Each  packet  has  an  imprint  of  signature  of  the  Managing  Director. 

Each  packet  is  dated  with  the  year  of  issue. 


ONE  &  ALL  is  the  registered  Trade  Mark  of  the  AGRICUL- 
TURAL AND  AGRTICULTURAL  ASSOCIATION, 
LIMITED.  Mutual  Society  founded  in  1867  by  Judge  Thomas 
Hughes,  Q.C.  (Tom  Brown),  John  Ruskin,  Edward  Vansittart  Neale, 
Lord  Mount  lemple,  and  other  distinguished  friends  of  purity  of 
suppl}'.  Name  and  address  of  nearest  local  ag-ent,  catalogues,  and 
other  details,  post  free  on  application  to 


MANAGING  DIRECTOR. 


Wholesale  Seed  Warehouses  ; 


92,  LONG  ACRE,  LONDON,  W.C. 


S  E  ED  S 


W.  J.  Golding's 

Champion   Challenge  Cup 


DAIRY  Show,  1912 

1st  and  Challenge  Cup  Cockerels 

r2nd  year  in  succession  !) 

and  have  gained  a  first  prize  at  every  shoiv 
exhibited  at,  this  season.  Since  the  Ro3^al  All 
Knglaud — which  speaks  for  itself— I  have  the 
grandest  lot  of  chickens  ever  bred,  and  can 
supply  single  birds  for  exhibition  or  properly 
mated  breeding  trios,  at  reasonable  prices ; 
don't  wait  until  all  sold,  but  write  and  let  me 
quote  you  for  your  requirements. 

WESTWOOD   FARM,   WEALD,  KENT. 


A  Standard  Work. 

POULTRY 

For  PRIZES 
And  PROFIT 

This  splendid  work  has  met  with 
especial  approval  on  account  of  its 
being  at  once  clear,  concise,  prac- 
tical  and  attpaetively  presented. 


"  A  capital  volume" — Farm,  Field  &>>  Fireside 

"  To  be  highly  recommended" — Agricultural  Gazelle 

"  Admirably  written  and  well  illustrated  " — Pigeons  1 

"  A  very  complete  and  practical  ffuide  "  -Live  Stock  Journal 

"  A  valuable  work  " — JVeekly  Irish  Times 

"  Everything-  to  commend  it  to  the  experienced  as  well  as  to]^the 
novice  " — Feathered  Life 

"Well  filled  with  instiuction  of  an  eminently  practical  nature" — 

Farmers''  Gazette 

"  Published  in  two  parts  ...  but  we  should  really  advise  getting 
the  whole  book  " — Erith  Times 

By  Prof.  JAS.  LONG.    Revised  throughout  by  W.  M.  EUKINGTON. 

THIRD  EDITION.     HANDSOMELY  ILLUSTRATED. 

Crown  8vo.,  in  cloth,  giit,  price 
6/-  net,  by  post  6/4  ;  also  in  two 
Divisions, 

POULTRY  for  PRIZES 

AND 

POULTRY  for  PROFIT 

Each,  in  cloth,  gilt,  3/-  net, 
by  post  3/3. 

LONDON  : 
L.  Upcott  Gii.l,  Bazaar  Buildings, 
Drury  Lane. 
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PREPAID  - 
ADVERTISEMENTS. 

ONE  PENNY  FOR 

EVERY  TWO  WORDS. 

6  insertions  for  Price  of  5 
12  9 

CAMPINES. 

REV.  E.   LEWIS  JONES,  Hon. 

Sec  Campine  Club,  Vice-President  Poultrj' 
Club,  Heyope  Rectory,  Knighton,  Radnorshire. 
Breeder  of  the  premier  strain  of  Silver  Cainpines, 
and  of  Gold  Canipines,  Blue  and  Black  Wyan- 
dottes.  Eggs,  single  birds  and  mated  pens  for 
exhibition  or  utility. 


CAMPINE  cockerels  for  sale  ;  beautiful  pure-brert 
birds,  hatched  April;  price  .5s.  and  93.  each. — Lady 
MlUbank,  Norton  Manor,  Norton,  Radnorshire. 


THREE  Silver  cockerels,  April  hatched  (Halli- 
day's).  5s.  each;  or  exchange  for  iiullets  or  cock. — 
Humby,  The  Cottage,  L.'iyfield,  Sudbury,  HaiTow. 

SII/VER  Campine  cockerels,  all  bred  direct  fi-om 
first  prize  Palace  winner;  5s.  6d.,  7s.  Cd.,  lOs.  6d., 
and  upwards. — Spong,  Bradley  Court,  Mitcheldean. 

SANDERSON  BROS., 

Lower  Lodge  Poultry  Farm, 
BILLINGSHURST,  SUSSEX. 

Breeders,  Exhibitors  and  Exporters    of  Spec- 
kled Red  and  Light  Sussex,  Buff  and  White 
Orpington,    Barred    Plymouth    Rock,  White 
Wyandotte,  Black  and  White  Leghorn. 

Catalogue  Free,  All  birds  sent  on  approval. 
Prizes  won  at  all  the  leading  shows. 


CROSSBREDS. 


MAGNIFICENT  February-March,  1912  pullets, 
nearl.v  full  grown,  lay  all  winter:  Miuorcii-Leghoni 
Leghorn-Rock,  Minorca-Orpington,  FaveroUes-Leg- 
horn,  Miiiorca-Langshan,  Leghorn-Orpington,  Rock- 
Minorca,  Orpingtou-Langshan,  other  crosses  cham- 
pion laying  strain,  rich  coloured  large  eggs.  Mr. 
Osborne,  Richmond  :  Ver^' well  satisfied.  Mr.  Lewis, 
Llandudno  :  Sh.all  have  no  hesitation  in  recommend- 
ing you  in  the  future.  Mr.  Daintj-,  Leicester  : 
Received  pullets  Friday.  I  was  very  well  satisfied 
with  them.  Verj'  specially  selected,  2s.  9il. ;  carriage 
paid  ;  no  better  at  any  price. — Naidymarch  Poultry- 
Farm,  Holywell,  Wales. 


LEGHORNS. 


WHITE  LEGHORN  SPECIALIST 

— The  Victoria  Memorial  Poultry  Farm, Becker- 
met,  Cumberland.  Honours  at  leading  shows. 
Have  birds  for  exhibition,  stock,  or  utility  for 
sale.  Eggs  during  season.  Export  orders  ha.\e 
special  attention.    Write  your  requirements. 


MALINES. 


STOCK   BIRDS  of    all  varieties; 

also  chicks,  eggs,  coucou,  white,  black,  turkey 
head,  ermine.  The  largest  and  most  successful 
breeder  of  Malines  in  England.  Latest  wins 
Crystal  Palace  :  Two  ists  and  two  specials,  two 
2nds,  a  3rd  and  4th.  No  birds  without  cards.— 
For  prices  and  particulars  apply  Major  Herbert 
(Hon.  .Sec,  Malines  Poultry  Club),  Ty-Gvvyn, 
Raglan,  Mon.  


ORPINGTONS. 


MISS  EDWARDS,  Coaley  Poultry 

Farm,  Gloucestershire,  exports  winners  to  all 
parts  of  the  world.  Haswon  numerous  Challenge 
Cups.  Buff  Orpingtons  240-egg  strain.  White 
Wyandottes,  Buff  Leghorns,  Campines,  .Sussex 
Ducks.  Catalogue  Pupils  received.  See  the 
interesting  Animated  Coloured  Pictures  of  my  farm 
at  the  Gftla  Theatre  London,  in  Dairy  Show  week, 


MESSRS.  BATEMAN, 

MILNTHORPE,  WESTMORLAND. 

Pioneer  Breeders  of  Buff  Kocks  and  Breeders  of 
Champion 

Barred,  Buff,  White,  &  Black 

PLYMOUTH  ROCKS, 

which  cannot  be  beaten  either  tor  laying  qualities 
or  exhibition  merits.  They  prove  this  Combina- 
tion has  been  achie\  ed. 

Birds  either  tor  home  or  abroad  supplied  on 
absolutely  fair  terms.  Amateurs  specially  treated 
and  advised  gratis. 

Sixteen  }ears'  regular  winnings  at  Dairy, 
Crystal  Palace,  and  classical  events. 


RHODE  ISLAND  REDS. 


1 


De  G 

poultry-far 
Amsterdam.N. 

iTOCK  &  ECCS  FOR  SALE 
PLEASE  •  SEND •  FOR  MY-  CATALOGUE 

BIST  RHODE  ISIAND  REDS  IN  AHERICA 

mm  POULTRY  BOOK  IN  AMERICA 


CAM'S  DREADNOUGHTS.— My 

four  White  Leghorn  Pullets  laid  324  eggs  in  i6 
weeks  and  have  proved  themselves  to  be  World's 
Champion  Winter  Layers.  jNIy  strains  of  White 
Leghorns,  White  AVyandottes,  and  Buff  Orping- 
tons have  won  more  prizes  in  the  last  four  years' 
laying  competitions  than  any  two  Firms,  proof 
of  honest  dealing,  I  can  now  spare  few  breed- 
ing pens  of  1910--11  hatched  birds.  Now  is  your 
chance  to  get  England's  best  layers.  1912  Cock- 
erels ready  10/6  to  25/-  each.  Lists  free. — Apply 
E.  Cam,  The  Glen  Poultry  Farm,  Hoghton,  near 
Preston. 

EDUCATION. 


JOHN     WHARTON,  Honeycott 

Farm,  Hawes,  Yorkshire,  25  j-ears  breeder  of 
Wyandottes  and  introducer  of  Partridge  and 
.Silver  Pencilled  Wyandottes  into  England,  has 
alwaj's  on  sale  Partridge,  white  and  silver  pen- 
cilled. Stock  birds  from  10/6.  Exhibition  speci- 
mens from  30/-.  Utility  7/6  each.  Approval. 
During  past  25  years  Mr.  Wharton  has  won 
thousands  of  prizes  all  with  birds  his  own  rearing, 
and  he  has  at  least  bred  over  100  Dairy  and  Crystal 
Palace  ist  prize  winners.  He  has  successfully 
exported  birds  all  over  the  world.  He  is  open  to 
quote  for  any  variety,  carriage  paid  to  any  part  of 
the  world.  Visit  Honeycott  Farm  and  see  how 
the  birds  are  reared  900  feet  above  sea  level. 


VARIOUS. 


MRS.   CHATTERTON,  Smarden, 

Kent.  Breeder,  Exhibitor,  Exporter  of  Rosecomb 
Khode  Island  Eeds,  2ncl  and  3rd  prizes  Club  Show  ; 
lilack  and  White  La  Bresse,  winners  of  many  1st 
prizes ;  White  Orpingtons,  White  Wyandottes. 
Catalogue  free. 


STOCK  BIRDS, 


MAJOR  BARNES 

has  vacancies  for  pupils  on  his 
UP-TO-DATE 
MODEL    POULTRY  FARM, 

(see  "  Farm  Life  "  of  April  13th), 
More  than  20  Varieties  of  Exhibition  Birds  bred 

on  the  Farm. 
Instruction  in  all  branches  of  Exhibition  and 
Utility  work. 
"Manager,"  STONECROFT,  IPSWICH. 


GEORGE   A.    PALMER,  Wykin, 

Hinckley,  has  Cockerels  from  perfectly  sound  prolific 
stock  :  White,  Black  Leghorns,  Minorcas,  Houdans, 
White  Wyandottes,  Buff,  Barred  Rocks;  Buff,  White 
Orpingtons  ;  Faverolles,  Light  Sussex,  Rhode  Island 
Reds,  Indian  Game;  also  grand  Aylesbury  and 
Runner  Drakes  and  Ducks  ;  7s.  6d.,  9s.,  10s.  Cd.,aiid 
upwards. 

Sole  proprie^tor  PALMER'S  3  per  cent.  Oil  Brand 
Fish  Meal,  the  wonderful  new  poultry  food  ;  cata- 
logues, samples,  testimonials,  information  free  ;  1  ton 

\£\',  h  ton  £6  5s.,  i  ton  £3  5s.,  f.o.r.  Hull ;  1  cwt. 
Kis.  Gd.,  I  cwt.  8s.  6d.,  ^  cwt.  4s.  6d.,  carr.  paid  Eng- 

'  land  and  Wales  ;  biscuit,  grit,  shell,  &c. 

MRS.  HARRY  JONES,  The  Vicar- 

age.  Long  Lane,  Etwall,  Derby.  Eggs.  Cham- 
pion Cups,  Specials,  Medals,  Firsts,  etc.  Guaran- 
teed cup  strains  for  show  and  hard}'  layers, 
correctly  mated  to  produce  winners  by  my 
manager,  Robert  Butterfield,  late  of  Nafterton 
Hall,  headquarters  for  the  famous  Butterfields. 
Old  strains,  up-to-date  bred,  flarred  and  Buff 
Eocks,  Ai  pen  2rs.,  No.  2  pen  6s.;  Rhode  Island 
Beds,  Ai  pen  21s.,  No.  2  pen  6s.;  Black  and 
White  Leghorns,  Buff  and  White  Orpingtons, 
White  and  Columbian  Wjandottes,  6s.  and 
3s.  6d.,  sittings,  pens  contain  cup  and  first 
winners.  12  eggs  12  chicks.  Catalogues  free. 
Vacancy  for  pupils. 


DO    YOU  EXPORT? 

EVERY  DAY  we  ship  Poultry  and  .all 
Idiids  of  Live  Stock  to  the  CONTINENT, 

COLONIES,  etc.,  by  best  routes  at  low  rates 
Write  for  particulars  and  rates  to 

Van  Oppen  &  Co.,  Ltd., 

Established  1879.    Universal  Carriers. 
London — 90/91,  Bartholomew  Close,  E.G. 
Bradford— 26,  Brook  Street. 
Liverpool — 15,  South  Castle  Street. 
Birmingham  -I9a,  CaiTS  Lane. 
Manchester— 61,  Bloom  Street. 
Bristol— '.^6  &  28,  St.  Nicholas  Street. 
Leeds— 72a,  Wellington  Street. 
Belfast — 17,  Clarence  Street, 
Paris — (Societe  de  Transportes  Van  Oppen, 

Ltd.),  ?7,  Rue  du  Chateau  d'Eau. 
Agents  for  Great  Nortb^rn,  Great  Eastern, 

Great  Ceutriil,  and  Great  Western  Railways. 

Reliable  agents  all  over  the  world,  thus 
giving  assurance  to  shippers  that  every 
care  and  attention  is  given  to  live  stock 
whilst  in  transit. 


WYANDOTTES. 


ABSOLUTELY    ANYTHING  in 

White  Wyandottes  can  be  supplied  by  the  Specialist, 
J.  Stephen  Hicks,  BoUisham,  Cambridge,  illus- 
trated List.   Large  Exporter,  Resident  Pupils. 

WYANDOTTES 

All  Colours.  Cockerels  and  Pullets,  January 
to  April,  5/-,C/-,  7/G,  10/-.  Show  Birds  £1,  £2 
upwards;  approval.        Vacancy  for  Pupil 


SYDNEY       HILLER,  specialist 

breeder  Golden,  Silver,  w'hite  and  Black  Wyan- 
dottes and  ,S.C.  Rhode  Island  Reds.  Birds  always 
for  sale  from  5/-  each.  Eggs.  Day  old  chicks. 
Export  orders  every  attention.  Cleveland  Poultr-y 
Farm,  Standpn,  Herts, 


(Originator  of  Black  Wyandottes), 
Waterfall  Poultry  Farm,  SOUTHGATE,  N. 

Station,  NEW  SoUTHGATE,  (8  minutes'  walk). 

ElUUMLL,Esq., 

Winner  of  over  100  First  and  Specials  at  Cry- 
stal Palace,  Dairy,  Royal  &  Haywards  Heath, 
etc.  Breeder  and  Exhibitor  of  the  following 
colours  :  Black-breasted  Ked,  Golden-breasted 
Red,  Spangles,  Whites,  Ducklings  &  Partridge. 

Birds  on  Approval  at  Moderate  Pi-ices 
Holder  of  the  Challenge  Trophy  for  1912. 
Vice-President  and  Club  Judge. 

Ide  Cottage,  Ide-Hill,  SEVENOAKS. 
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Breeders'  Directory 

::    1912  :: 


What  the  Press 

thinks  about  it: 

The  World: 

Welsh  Gazette: 

"It  is  a  perfect  mine  of  useful  and  interest- 
ing information." 

"An  exceedingly  useful  work  of  reference." 

The  Standard: 

"  '  Lang's  Breeders'  Directory  '  is  before  us  and,  like  Athena  in  the  story, 
it  springs  full-armed  from  the  brains  of  its  producer.    We  see  no  signs  of 
immaturity,  and  there  are  wonderfully  few  faults  of  oinmission.    It  gives  all 
the  ten  possible  breeds  which  we  indicated,  and  in  addition  we  have  many 
pages  devoted  to  such  germane  matters  as  the  Chamber  of  Agriculture  and 
the  Government  offices,  the  makers  of  game  foods,  dog  foods  and  of  special 
rations  for  live  stock  and  poultr}-,  and  the  makers  of  appliances  for  the  farm." 

North  Wihs  Herald : 

Sportsman : 

"A  publication  that  has  long  been  wanted  in 
the  agricultural  world." 

"  '  Lang's  Breeders'  Director}' '  is  a  useful  book 
of  reference,  very  comprehensive  in  scope." 

Morning  Leader: 

Wiltshire  Advertiser: 

"The  recent  revival  of  agriculture  in  Great 
Britain,  and  the  prospects  of  its  still  greater 
activity,  render  such  a  book  as  '  Lang's  Breeders' 
Directory,  1912,'  an  exceedinglj'  useful  work  of 
reference." 

"  Eighteen  months'  labour  by  a  large  staff  has 
its  culmination  in  the  appearance  of  this  volume 
and  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  result 
iustifies  the  efforts." 

Whitby  Gazette: 

"  Is  a  complete  director}'  which  ought  to  be  in 
the  hands  of  everj'one  interested  in  the  produc- 
tion of  live  stock." 

Observer : 

"'Lang's  Breeders'  Director}'  for  1912,'  just 
published  by  R.  T.  Lang,  Ltd.,  Tudor  St.,  E.C., 
is  a  useful  publication  for  all  interested  in  the 
raising  of  live  stock  of  every  description." 

The  Scotsman: 

"Messrs.  R.  T.  Lang,  Ltd.,  London,  have  published  'Lang's  Breeders' 
Directory,  1912,'  a  comprehensive  and  weL-arranged  book  of  addresses  which 
classifies  the  principal  breeders  of  live  stock  in  the  United  Kingdom." 

Sussex  Express: 

Daily  Dispatch : 

"  'Lang's  Breeders'  Directory'  is  indispensable 
to  all  interested  in  the  production  of  live  stock; 
in  the  United  Kingdom." 

"A  publication  ot  considerable  importance 
to  agriculturalists  and  breeders  has  made  its 
appearance  in  'Lang's  Breeders'  Directory.'  " 

A    NECESSITY   TO    EVERY    BREEDER    OF    HIGH-GLASS  STOCK. 

** Lang's  Breeders'  Directory"  contains  a  comprehensive  Classified 
List  of  the  Leading  Breeders  in  the  United  Kingdom,  of  Horses, 
Cattle,  Sheep,  Pigs,  Dogs,  Poultry,  Pigeons,  Goats,  Rabbits,  etc.,  etc. 

SENT   POST    FREE   ON   EECEIPT   OF   3s.  6cl. 

R.  T.  LANG,  Ltd.,  Publishers,  Tudor  House,  Tudor  Street,  London,  E.G. 
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ESTABLISHED    40  YEARS. 

WILLIAM  COOK  &  SONS 


RIGIN?\TeR 


OF    ALU  THE 


RPINGTON 


Can  now  supply 
Pens  of  carefully- 
mated  Birds. 


Buff  Orpingrtons 
White  Orpingtons 
Black  Orpingtons 
Jubilee  Orpingtons 
Wh'te  Leghorns 
Black  Leghorns 
Black  Minorcas 
Houdans 
Barred  Rocks 
Croad  Langshans 
White  Wyandottes 
Partridge  Wyandottes 
Columbian  Wyandottes 
Indian  Came 
Rhode  Island  Reds 
Speckled  Sussex, 
Etc  ,  Etc. 


Consisting:  of  six  early 
pure-bred  Pullets, from 
tlieir  guaranteed  lay- 
ing' strains,  with  an 
unrelated  Cockerel  or 
1911  Cock,  £3  10s. 

And  same  numberoftyp- 
ical  Pullets  from  their 
>  record  layers,  with  a 
fine  prize-bred  Cock- 
erel, of  best  type  and 
good  laymg  strains, 
£4  4S. 

Also  pens  of  typical 
prize-bred  birds  to 
breed  high-class  fowls, 
£5  5s. 


WHITE  ORPINCTONS.-  The  Best  Layers  and  Table  Birds  in  Existence. 

They  are  also  Breeders  of  every  class  of  DUCKS,  GEESE  &  TURKEYS,  and  offer : 

AYLESBURYS. — Pure-bred  Ducks  of  large  size  from  their  special  lajing  strains,  10/6  and  12/6  each;  and  unrelated  Drakes,  very  fine  birds, 

12/6   and  15/6  each;  and  good  large  ones,   9/6  and  10/6   each.     Massive   prize-bred   Ducks,   15/6,   and   21/-   each;   and  unrelated 

Drakes,  21/-,  25/-,  and  30/-  each.    The  hig^her  priced  birds  are  fit  to  show. 
BUFF  ORPINGTONS.— Pure-bred  Ducks  from  guaranteed  layers  ot  180  eggs  each  yearly- all  birds  of  large  size,  10/6  and  12/6  each; 

and  unrelated  Drakes,  9/6  and  10/6  each.    Prize-bred  Ducks,  15/6,  21/-,  and  25/-  each  ;  and  unrelated  Drakes  at  same  Prices. 

Excellent  pens  of  one  Drake  and  three  unrelated  Ducks,  for  utilit)  purposes,  £2  and  £2  lOs.  each  ;  and  prize-bred  pens,  £3  3s.,  from 

their  best  strains. 

BLUE  ORPINGTONS.— Two  hundred  early  Ducks  for  sale  at  10/6,  12/6,  and  15/6  each  ;  and  unrelated  Drakes,  12/6,  15/6,  21/-  &  30/-  each. 
Intending^  purchasers  would  do  well  to  secure  these  Ducks  now  that  good  birds  are  to  be  had  at  moderate 

prices,  as  they  will  cost  more  shortly. 
TOULOUSE   GEESE. — Massive  typical  Geese  and  unrelated  Ganders,  25/-,  3o/-,  and  35/-  each. 

AMERICAN   MAMMOTH   BRONZE  TURKEYS.— First-class  Hens  for  breeding  the  finest  table  Turkeys,  30/-  and  35/-  each;  and  prize 

Hens,  42/-    Unrelated  Cocks  at  42/-,  50/-,  and  63/-  each. 
Quotations  for  birds  in  single  numbers  or  more  will  be  sent  per  return  of  post  if  enquirers  will  kindly  mention  their  requirements. 
TERMS: — All  stock  sent  on  approval  in  the  United  Kingdom.    Cash  to  accompany  order — this  being  returned  if  the  birds  are  not  satisfactory. 

FOREIGN    AND    EXPORT  ORDERS. 

Their  connection  with  poultry-keepers  in  every  part  of  the  world  is  of  long  standing,  and  during  the  past  twenty  years  they  have  exported 
thousands  of  birds  of  every  breed  yearly.  Special  attention  and  care  is  given  to  the  selection  and  shipping  in  best  condition  of  birds  which 
maintain  their  reputation  where  ever  they  are  sent. 

All  Risks  taken  in  transit  by  them. 


Readers  of  "I.P.R."  are  requested  to  write  to  the  ORIGINAL  firm  of  COOKS',  which  has  a  world-xvide  reputation,  for  a  copy  of  their 
"Poultry  Journal"  for  November  (which  has  been  published  for  the  last  twenty-seven  years,  and  is  the  premier  monthlv  for  utility 
poultry  keepers)  from  their  ONLY  ENGLISH  ADDRESS— 

Orpington  House,  St.  Mary  Cray,  Kent. 


Kindly  refer  to  list  of  exports  in  this,  and  Review  in  last  issue. 


Telephone— 7  Cray. 


Printed  and  Published  for  the  Proprietors,  R.  T.  Lang,  Ltd.,  Tudor  House,  Tudor  Street,  E.C.,by  Yelf  Bros.,  Printers  to  H.M.  the  King,  Newport  &  Cowes,I.^^ 


